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Our Good Shepherd’s Voice
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Saint Peter, the first pope, zealously 
preached the word of God, 

challenging the Romans and the Jews 
to believe. Astoundingly, on various 
occasions their hearts were moved and 
they asked, “What are we to do?” The 
answer from the apostles was often 
twofold: be baptized and receive the 
Holy Spirit. Both are necessary first 
steps.

The same is true today: We receive 
baptism and confirmation. We keep 
cultivating this gift of faith and life in 
the Holy Spirit, listening to Jesus and the 

Spirit’s promptings so they blossom and 
take over all of our life.

The Good Shepherd verses in John 10 
reveal there are many messengers who 
promise fulfillment and happiness. Jesus 
warns that these others try to slip in the 
back door of our souls and trick us into 
following them. Initially their message 
is only slightly different than Jesus’ 
message, but once they lead us out of his 
fold, we can end up in very distant fields, 
and it is a long, hard path back home.

How do we distinguish Jesus’ voice 
from the others? Compare their words 
with the words of Jesus and his Church. 
If they don’t align, beware. Another 
criterion is to see if there is an element of 
the cross and true peace. Jesus reminds 
us that the shepherd lays down his life for 
his sheep and leads them to pasture and 
rest. The cross, although not everything, 
is always a part of the shepherd’s path. +

 

A Word from 
Pope Francis
We should never forget: the 
Church is not a static reality, 
inert, an end in herself, but 
is on a continual journey 
through history, toward that 
ultimate and marvelous 
end that is the kingdom of 
heaven, of which the Church 
on earth is the seed and the 
beginning.

—General audience,  
November 26, 2014

Sunday Readings
Acts 2:14a, 36–41
Peter [said] to them, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 2:20b–25
For you had gone astray like sheep, 
but you have now returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your 
souls.

John 10:1–10
[Jesus said,] “The sheep hear his 
voice, as he calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out.”

• How often do I listen to the 
Good Shepherd over the 
other messages around me?

• How do I stay informed of 
what the pope and other 
shepherds of the Church are 
saying?

Compare other messenger’s 
words with the words of 
Jesus and his Church.  

If they don’t align, beware.
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Will My Grandbabies See Heaven?
By Gloria Hutchinson

An anguished woman 
sent her question 

to a Catholic advice 
columnist. Her sons 
live with women who 
aren’t their wives but 
are the mothers of their 
children. These parents 
hadn’t had the little ones 
baptized. “I have several 
friends who share this 
heartache,” she wrote. 
“They have sprinkled 
each baby and baptized them. Can I do 
this?” the grandmother inquired.

Fr. Pat McCloskey, OFM, understood 
her intentions. Yet, he advised against 
baptizing her grandchildren without 
parental consent. Parents must be willing 
to raise their children as Catholics. He 
affirmed the Church’s teaching that the 
unbaptized can be saved. 

“Don’t underestimate the power of 
your example,” Fr. Pat added. “Children 
are sometimes more influenced by the 
faith of their grandparents (or great-
grandparents) than by the apparent lack 
of faith of their parents.”

We might smile at the prospect 
of a wild-eyed elder in orthopedic 
shoes sneaking off with an infant for 
a baptismal rite over the kitchen sink. 
However, if we also have unbaptized 
grandchildren, our hearts will 
accommodate her sorrow.

Like many older Catholics, this 
grandmother was probably unaware of 
refinements to the Church’s teachings 

on the salvation of the 
unbaptized. She was 
still operating with 
the theory of limbo, “a 
state which includes the 
souls of infants who die 
subject to original sin 
and without baptism, and 
who, therefore, neither 
merit the beatific vision, 
nor yet are subjected to 
any punishment, because 
they are not guilty of any 

personal sin” (The Hope of Salvation for 
Infants Who Die Without Being Baptized). 

Updated Insights on Salvation 
I well remember when our grand- 
daughter was born. Her parents weren’t 
intent on having her baptized. As young 
adults, our son and his wife hadn’t so 
much left the Church as drifted to its 
fringes. I was torn between a compulsion 
to nag them into baptizing their baby and 
a less willful desire to pray them fondly 
toward the font.

I also had been raised with the 
theory that unbaptized infants who 
died went to limbo. As a grandmother, 
however, I couldn’t take this teaching to 
heart. Could God be less merciful than 
grandparents tempted to baptize without 
consent? Surely upon death these babies 
would return to their heavenly home.

Within a few months, our family 
celebrated our granddaughter’s baptism. 
The grace of the sacrament splashed 
elation over my head as Kirsten Ann 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
May 4–9

Monday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 11:1–18 / Jn 10:11–18

Tuesday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 11:19–26 / Jn 10:22–30

Wednesday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 12:24—13:5a / Jn 12:44–50

Thursday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 13:13–25 / Jn 13:16–20

Friday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 13:26–33 / Jn 14:1–6

Saturday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 13:44–52 / Jn 14:7–14

Risen Lord, you are the Good 
Shepherd who leads me along 

safe paths. Help me to be a 
good shepherd to all people.

—From Hopeful Meditations for Every Day of 
Easter Through Pentecost, Rev. Warren J. Savage 

and Mary Ann McSweeny

sailed through “the gateway to life in the 
Spirit” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
1213).

For parents (and grandparents) of 
grown children who have yet to choose 
baptism for their children, there is 
strong consolation in the findings of 
the Vatican’s International Theological 
Commission. Their conclusion is 
that there are “serious theological 
and liturgical grounds for hope that 
unbaptized infants who die will be saved 
and enjoy the beatific vision” (HSI 102).

Although difficult, we should humbly 
admit that we aren’t responsible for our 
grandchildren’s salvation. Our vocation 
requires us to be loving, merciful, and 
faithful examples of the difference 
baptism has made in our lives. When we 
get the itch to become stealth baptizers, 
we can smile at the baby pictures on the 
refrigerator door and repeat three times 
the advice of St. John Vianney, “God 
commands you to pray, but he forbids 
you to worry.” +


