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The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 
 
 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH & OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 

 
We joyfully invite you and your family to join us for Holy Mass 

in celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ at Christmas! 
 

 
______________________________ 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH 

 

SAINT ANN CHURCH 
4:00PM 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH 
6:00PM & MIDNIGHT 

 
 

______________________________ 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 

 

SAINT ANN CHURCH 
8:15AM 

 

SAINT JOACHIM CHURCH 
10:00AM 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH 
11:45AM 

 

PLEASE JOIN US! ALL ARE INVITED! ALL ARE WELCOME! 
PEACE & BLESSINGS TO ALL FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 
 



3 

CCGRONLINE.COM | @CCGRONLINE                   DECEMBER 15, 2019 

OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
_____________________ 

 

Finding Joy in Uncertainty 
 

BY FATHER JIM 
 

As most fellow parishioners and friends already know, my term as pastor of Holy Family Parish 

and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish expires next spring. Although I have asked Cardinal Sean 

O’Malley for another six year term as pastor of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-

port, a reappointment process is underway that will continue for several more weeks. Ultimate-

ly, Cardinal Sean makes the final decision about my future & our future as parish communities. 
 

Part of this reappointment process was a parish visitation by the Most Reverend Mark O’Con-

nell, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Boston for the North Region. Two weeks ago, Bish-

op Mark met with our pastoral team, pastoral council, and finance councils. And last week, Bish-

op Mark celebrated our Vigil Mass in Saint Ann Church and met with interested parishioners 

from both parishes about where we’ve been, where we’re at, and we go from here as two parish-

es working together to serve the people of God in Gloucester and Rockport. 
 

I am deeply grateful for Bishop Mark’s kind words of encouragement and support for me and 

for our work together. I am also grateful to him for challenging us to begin the coming new year 

with renewed energy and focus. While we have accomplished some miraculous things together 

(with limited resources), we can do more. We can do it better. We can grow closer in prayer, fel-

lowship, and service. And we can more faithfully live the Gospel, share God’s love and mercy, 

and rebuild the Church in our small corner of the world. In the coming weeks, I will share with 

you some exciting ideas for the coming year — and beyond. 
 

I am also sincerely thankful for our pastoral team. They are a small but dedicated group of lay 

ministers who oversee our adult and youth faith formation programs; manage our parish offices 

and keep our records; maintain and repair our historic church buildings; sing God’s praises at 

Masses and special events; and bring the Light of Christ into our lives through their hard work, 

deep faith, and boundless love for the Church and its people. Without Betsy, Cliff, Jane, Melissa, 

Sheila, Tom, and Wally, I could not do everything that I am called to do as the one full-time 

priest for our parishes. Without them, we would be lost. 
 

We would also be lost without you. Whether you give one dollar or one hundred dollars each 

week, your gift is a priceless treasure to us. Whether you can volunteer in one of our ministries 

or service organizations or whether you can help us only by your prayers, we are who we are as 

a community because of your generosity, love, and ongoing support. Indeed, every single per-

son who worships with us is a precious and irreplaceable gift from the Lord! Whether you are 

young or old, rich or poor, married or single, gay or straight, a lifelong resident or a newcomer 

from down the line, God loves you! We love you! And your pastor loves you, too! 
 

Whatever happens next, let us walk together into the future, arm in arm, step by step, prayer by 

prayer. Let us move forward together with open arms, open hearts, and open minds. Working 

together, let us make room for the Christ Child in our homes and workplaces. Let us bring his 

love to our families, friends, neighbors, and the newcomers we meet along the way. Let us com-

fort the sick, serve the poor, and welcome the stranger. Let us fix what may be broken, build up 

and make better what works, and open wide the doors of our churches to anyone who longs for 

the Lord. Most of all, let us find joy in uncertainty! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
MIRACLE AT THE MADDALENA 

Saturday, December 28th· Begins at 8:00am 
 

On Saturday, December 28th, the Assisi Project will cele-
brate the Christmas Season with a special program called 
“Miracle at the Maddalena” during which we will share 
our recent experience of blessed happenings at the little 
chapel in Assisi that is dedicated to Saint Mary Magda-
len, a holy place where Saint Francis and Saint Clare min-
istered to the sick more than eight centuries ago. 
 

A miracle can be defined as a surprising event that can-
not be explained by reason or science and is considered 
the work of God or the saints. Translated from Latin, a 
miracle is a “sight to behold” or “object of wonder.” Our 
“Miracle at the Maddalena” is a simple gift of prayers 
offered, prayers answered, promises made, and promises 
kept. It is a story of one poor sinner who felt called to 
confess his faith and profess private vows of prayer, ser-
vice, and solitude. 
 

All are invited to join us for this special event which be-
gins with Mass at 8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church. After Mass, Father Jim and Cliff Garvey will 
share their experiences at the Maddalena Chapel. Coffee 
and refreshments will be served. For more information, 
please see Father Jim or contact Cliff at 978-281-4820 or 
cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Please join us! Spread the 
word! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 
YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY 

Tuesday Afternoons at 5:00pm 
 

As parishes across the country reimagine their youth 
faith formation programs, it is important to remember 
that all children and teenagers are invited to fully partici-
pate in the life of our parishes as altar servers, volunteers, 
participants in our Christmas Pageant, or as members of 
our Youth Choir and Music Ministry. These programs are 
formative opportunities for children of all ages to gather 
in prayer, learn about the teachings and traditions of the 
Catholic Church, make new friends, and live their faith in 
a spirit of prayer, fellowship, and service.  
 

Our Youth Choir & Music Ministry meets for fellowship 
and rehearsal every Tuesday at 5:00pm in Saint Ann 
Church. The youth choir, along with an ensemble of tal-
ented young instrumentalists, performs every weekend. 
It’s a great way to learn about music, make new friends, 
and participate in the life of our parish communities! 
New members ranging in age from elementary school 
through high school are welcome to join us! For more 
information, please contact Patty Natti at 978-281-4820 or 
pnatti@comcast.net. All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

SEASON OF ADVENT 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN ANNUAL HOLIDAY TRADITION 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28TH AT 4:00PM 
 

Each year, the Catholic Church celebrates the Season of 
Christmas from December 25th through the Feast of the 
Epiphany of the Lord on January 5th. During Christmas-
time, we commemorate the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ; the choir of angels praising God in heaven; the call 
of the shepherds; and the adoration of the Magi with their 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

As part of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-
port’s celebration of the Christmas Season, we invite chil-
dren from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to participate in our Youth Christmas Pag-
eant on Saturday, December 28th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann 
Church. This dramatization of the Nativity of the Lord 
depends on the participation of young angels and shep-
herds, along with those children interested in portraying 
the Magi and the Holy Family. 
 

Being a part of this special holiday event is an excellent 
way for children to participate in the life of their home 
parish and learn about the teachings and traditions of the 
Catholic Church. If your child, grandchild, or godchild 
would like to participate in this year’s Christmas Pageant, 
please contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or 
bworks@ccgronline.com. Please join us! Spread the word! 
All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

MASS INTENTIONS BOOK 
Thursday, December 19th· 11:00am—1:00pm 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s 
Mass Intentions Book (January 2020 through June 2020) 
will be opened on Thursday, December 19th from 
11:00am until 1:00pm in our parish office . On that day, all 
parishioners are welcome to book one Sunday Mass and 
one weekday Mass at Saint Ann Church, Saint Joachim 
Church, and Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. All Mass 
intentions must be booked in person. No email, fax, text, 
or phone requests will be accepted. No exceptions. Any 
remaining daily and weekend Masses can be booked on 
or after Monday, December 23rd. For more information, 
please contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and 
ongoing support! Peace and blessings! — Father Jim 
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SEASON OF ADVENT 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO PRAYER 

TO BE BORN IN WINTER 
A PRAYER FOR THE THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 

 

Lord of all Light, 
when my days are filled with doubt, 

something in me still believes. 
When I feel despair, 

something in me still hopes. 
When I see hatred, 

something in me is moved to love. 
I am not Mary:  

sinless, blameless, always virtuous. 
But something in me wants to be born in winter. 

 

Teach me to nourish it, 
protect it, and give it life. 

Teach me to say “yes!” 
to faith, to hope, and to love; 

and to your coming to live among us 
in this troubled world. 

 

Sometimes I feel broken, 
fragmented, and shattered. 

But something in me wants to be born in winter. 
And in that “yes” 

beyond any mercy that I can imagine, 
I am made whole by you. 

 

Glory to the Father,  
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and will be forever. 

Amen! Amen! 
 

Source: Catholic Relief Services 

 
PASTOR’S NOTE 

WINTER WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
 

For the latest information about weather related cancella-
tions during the coming winter months, please visit our 
website: ccgronline.com. Announcements will also be 
made via WBZ1030 and cbsboston.com. All are reminded 
that if public schools are closed due to inclement weather 
on a particular day, then our weekday Mass and all parish 
programs (including all adult and youth faith formation 
programs) are canceled on that day, too. Peace and bless-
ings to all for a safe winter! Stay warm! — Father Jim 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

SPECIAL MESSAGE OF THANKS 
TO SOME VERY MUSICAL PEOPLE 

 

Each week, our parishes are blessed with the gift of beau-
tiful music. Whether praying with us during Holy Mass, 
celebrating with us at weddings, grieving with us at fu-
nerals, or performing at special events throughout the 
year, our music ministers bless us by their dedication and 
good work. One of the special events is the Annual Ad-
vent & Christmas Concert. And last Sunday, more than 
250 parishioners and friends of the Catholic Community 
of Gloucester & Rockport gathered in Saint Ann Church 
for this wonderful holiday tradition. 
 

On behalf of a truly grateful community, our deepest 
thanks go to Tom Misuraca, Lucy Pallazola, Patty Natti, 
Alexandra Kirby, and Kathleen Adams for directing our 
adult and youth music ministries in a beautiful program 
of choral and instrumental music that prepared our 
hearts to welcome the Christ Child at Christmas. It was 
an amazing performance! We also sincerely thank each 
and every member of our adult and youth choirs for their 
ongoing gifts of time and talent. We thank God for the 
gift of music in our parishes! Peace and blessings to all 
for a Merry Christmas! 

 
SPECIAL MESSAGE OF THANKS 

TO SOME VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE 
 

It is not possible to thank each and every parishioner 
who contributes their time, talent, and treasure in helping 
to make our parishes such special places to love and 
serve the Lord. Nevertheless, on behalf of all parishion-
ers, we owe a debt of sincere gratitude to some very spe-
cial people for their hard work and dedication to Holy 
Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. 
 

First, we thank the members of Our Lady’s Guild for 
their strong commitment and long hours in building fel-
lowship and raising funds for Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Parish. Last weekend, the Guild’s Annual Christmas Fair 
raised $6,300 for the parish. We also thank the Holy 
Name Society for raising funds at their Thanksgiving 
Turkey Giveaway. Thanks to all Guild members, Holy 
Name members, sweetbread bakers, and volunteers! 
 

Likewise, we thank the members of the Women’s Guild 
at Holy Family Parish for making the Annual Christmas 
Fair such a great success. This year, the fair raised ap-
proximately $23,000 for the parish. The Guild’s energy 
and enthusiasm for their work is both amazing and infec-
tious! So, whether you worship at Holy Family Parish or 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish, please offer a heartfelt 
prayer of thanksgiving for all of our volunteers! Peace 
and blessings to all for a Merry Christmas! — Father Jim 
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OUR WEEKLY GIFTS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of December 7th & December 8th 

 

Weekly Offerings          $5,471.00 
 

Electronic Offerings             $878.00 
 

Total Offerings           $6,349.00 
 

Second Collection                                                      N/A 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of December 7th & December 8th 

 

Weekly Offerings          $2,154.00 
 

Electronic Offerings               $80.00 
 

Total Offerings                                     $2,234.00 
 

Second Collection                                                       N/A 
                                    

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation 
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were 
offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Alannah Marie Trickett 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Angelina Loiacano Strescino 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Phyllis Toppan 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of José & Isolina Matos 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts in memory of a deceased family member, 
friend, or loved one, please contact our parish office at 
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you! 
 

THE POWER OF ONE 
 

“What if every person who comes to Mass  
could give one extra dollar every weekend?  

Just imagine what we could accomplish together!” 
Father Jim 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

DECEMBER 14—DECEMBER 22, 2019 

Saturday, December 14 Vigil· Third Sunday of Advent 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Ronald Joseph 

6:00pm· OLGV Herbert O. Hultin 

Sunday, December 15 Third Sunday of Advent 

7:00am· OLGV Charles Works 

8:15am· Saint Ann Salvatore & Grazia Storniolo 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Antonia Kaminsky & Family 

11:45am· OLGV Cecelia Perry 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Healing of God’s Family 

 Third Week of Advent 

Monday, December 16 
8:00am· OLGV  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, December 17 
8:00am· Saint Joachim  

Special Intention 

Wednesday, December 18 
8:00am· OLGV  

Wanda Robesky 

Thursday, December 19 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Alfonse Millefoglie 

Friday, December 20 
8:00am· OLGV All Souls in Purgatory 

Saturday, December 21 
8:00am·  OLGV Violanda Corrao 

Saturday, December 21 Vigil· Fourth Sunday of Advent 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Pietro & Rosaria Cannavo 

6:00pm· OLGV Lois Libro & Family 

Sunday, December 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

7:00am· OLGV Sam & Marge Rizzo 

8:15am· Saint Ann Joseph D. Brancaleone 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Salvatore Loiacano & Family 

11:45am· OLGV Corey J. McCollum 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Healing of God’s Family 


