
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 
 
 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH & OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
 

_____________________________ 

 
Our Mission: Live the Gospel. Share God’s Love. Rebuild the Church.  

Second Sunday of Lent ∙ March 17, 2019 

 
 

THE PATH OF LENT 
 

HEALING GOD’S FAMILY & REBUILDING OUR CHURCH 
 

THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE — PAGE 3 
 

_____________________________ 

 
The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 

United in Prayer, Fellowship, and Service 
 

74 Pleasant Street ∙ Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 
Phone: 978-281-4820· Fax: 978-281-4964· Email: office@ccgronline.com· Website: ccgronline.com 

Office Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00am-4:00pm 
Covert art by O. McGrath 



2 

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT       SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
 

_____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following Francis & Clare 
 

OUR 12TH ANNUAL FALL PILGRIMAGE TO ASSISI 
NOVEMBER 7TH THROUGH NOVEMBER 16TH 

 

For the twelfth consecutive year, Father Jim and Cliff Garvey will lead the Assisi Project’s 

week-long, small-group pilgrimage to Italy. From November 7th through November 16th, we 

will journey again to Assisi and literally walk in the footsteps of Saint Francis and Saint Clare. 

Each morning will begin with Morning Prayer and Mass. Father Jim will celebrate Masses at 

the Basilica of Saint Francis, the Basilica of Saint Clare, the Basilica of Our Lady of Angels, the 

Carceri Hermitage, and the Sanctuary at La Verna. Each afternoon, our pilgrims will have free 

time and guidance to explore Assisi at their own pace. Each evening, we will gather as a com-

munity for Evening Prayer, supper, a spiritual reflection, and faith sharing. 
 

As a fellowship of pilgrims, we will explore the Basilicas of Saint Francis and Saint Clare. Each 

of these blessed shrines contains the tombs of the saints, holy relics, historic frescoes, and oth-

er priceless works of art, along with quiet chapels for personal prayer and worship. We will 

also visit the Cathedral of Saint Rufinus, where Francis and Clare were baptized; the Church 

of Saint Damian, where Christ spoke to Francis and hastened his conversion; the hermitage, 

where Francis and his first followers retreated for solitude and silence; and the little chapel 

known as the Porziuncola or “Little Portion”, which is considered the home church of the 

worldwide Franciscan community. We’re even planning a few surprises for this year! 
 

In addition, we will spend leisurely afternoons in and around the Piazza del Commune, As-

sisi’s city center, with its sidewalk cafes, unique shops, and ancient Roman temple (now a 

Catholic Church consecrated to the Blessed Mother). Our more adventurous pilgrims will also 

have an opportunity to visit the Rocca Maggiore, the great medieval fortress with its stunning 

views of Assisi, Mount Subasio, and the Spoleto Valley. And finally, we will travel to La Ver-

na, the mountain sanctuary in Tuscany, where Saint Francis received the stigmata. At La Ver-

na, we will celebrate Mass, enjoy a traditional Tuscan lunch, and participate in the daily pro-

cession that commemorates how Francis received the five wounds of the Crucified Christ. 
 

The cost of this extraordinary pilgrimage is $3,499 per person which includes roundtrip air-

fare and fees (from Boston Logan Airport); all ground transportation (except personal taxi ser-

vice); eight nights accommodation (single room and private bathroom) at Casa Santa Brigida; 

and all meals in the guest house (breakfast, lunch, and supper). Prospective pilgrims should 

note that this pilgrimage is limited to just fourteen participants; involves some strenuous 

physical activity; and that access to some pilgrimage sites in Italy is limited for those with 

physical disabilities. For more information about the Assisi Project’s 12th Annual Fall Pilgrim-

age, please contact Cliff at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. 
 

Reserve now! Only seven spaces remaining for this year’s pilgrimage! 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
_____________________ 

 

The Path of Lent 
 

BY SAINT OSCAR ROMERO 
 

Lent is a time of preparation for the celebration of the Christian Passover. We celebrate 

our redemption; and our celebration of Lent cannot be separated from the concrete situa-

tions in which people and Christians celebrate such a significant season, namely, it is the 

time of our redemption. Redemption is the same as liberation and salvation. And all peo-

ple are in need of liberation and salvation. In the celebration of the Easter Passover, our 

Holy Week, the mystery of human redemption is so profoundly incarnated in the history 

of our people that we can now say that Lent and Holy Week have been made especially 

for us. This is the celebration of our redemption. 
 

Today’s gospel presents us with the figure of the transfigured Jesus in whom is personi-

fied the redemption of humankind and the hope of all peoples. Saint Luke uses the scene 

of the transfiguration as a preamble to Jesus’ going up to Jerusalem. The gospel tells us 

that Jesus spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. This is a 

warning for all of us: the path of redemption will lead to the cross and the path of the res-

urrection must first be the path of Calvary. All the blood of our people ought to be united 

to the blood of Jesus that was shed on the sorrowful journey to Calvary. 
 

This Lent, which we observe amid blood and sorrow, ought to foreshadow a transfor-

mation of our people, a resurrection of our nation. The Church invites us to modern 

forms of penance — fasting and prayer — which are traditional Christian practices that 

can be adapted to the circumstances of every people. Lenten fasting is not the same thing 

in those lands where people eat well as it is among third-world peoples, who are always 

undernourished and always fasting, living in a perpetual Lent. 
 

For those who eat well, Lent is a call to austerity, a call to give away in order to share 

with those in need. But in poor lands, in homes where there is so much hunger, Lent 

should be observed in order to give meaning to the cross that is the sacrifice of everyday 

life. But this should not be done with a mistaken sense of surrender. God does not want 

that. Rather, feeling in our own flesh the consequences of sin and injustice, we are en-

couraged to work for social justice and a genuine love for the poor. 
 

Our Lent should awaken a sense of social justice. Let us observe our Lent in this way: giv-

ing our suffering, our bloodshed, and our sorrow the same value that Christ gave to his 

condition of poverty, oppression, abandonment, and injustice. Let us change it all into the 

cross of salvation that redeems the world. With hatred for none, let us be converted and 

share from our poverty both our joy and charity with those who are more needy... 
 

My brothers and sisters, let us pray for the difficult situation that our country confronts 

and realize that the person of the transfigured Christ, presented to us during Lent, is not 

far from us but points out the path that we ought to follow. The path for the transfor-

mation of our people is not some far off distant path, but a path that the Word of God 

points out now: the path of the cross; the path of blood, sacrifice, and sorrow. As we walk 

this path, may our sight be focused on the glory of Christ, who is the chosen Son of the 

Father, the One chosen to save the world. Let us listen to him! 



4 

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT       SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

PRAYING WITH THE SAINTS 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 19TH 

SOLEMNITY OF SAINT JOSEPH 
PATRON & PROTECTOR OF GOD’S FAMILY 

 

For more than 1,000 years, the Roman Catholic Church 
has venerated Saint Joseph as patron of fathers, protector 
of children, and guardian of single mothers. He is also 
venerated as patron of carpenters, laborers, immigrants, 
and those who doubt their faith. Traditional devotions to 
Saint Joseph remain strong here in the Catholic Commu-
nity of Gloucester & Rockport. In this spirit, let us raise 
our hearts and voices in prayer to Saint Joseph, especially 
for the protection of all children, for the healing of God’s 
family, and for the rebuilding of our Church. 
 

A PRAYER TO SAINT JOSEPH 
 

Saint Joseph, 
whose protection is so great, 

so strong, and so close to the throne of God, 
we entrust you with all our hopes and prayers. 

Help us by your powerful intercession, 
and obtain for us divine spiritual blessings 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
So that, having engaged your heavenly help, 

we may offer our praise and thanksgiving 
to you, the most loving of all fathers. 

Saint Joseph, 
we never weary of thinking of you 
and of Jesus asleep in your arms. 

We hesitate to approach you  
as he rests near your heart. 
Hold our Lord close to you, 

kiss him upon the head for us, 
and ask him to return the kiss 

as we approach our final breath. 
We ask this through Christ Jesus, 

our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 

As the Solemnity of Saint Joseph draws near and our Len-
ten journey continues, let us pray together for God’s guid-
ance, God’s protection, and God’s strength. Let us pray 
together for the grace to keep our thoughts, words, and 
deeds focused on Christ. And let us pray for each other: 
that the Lord will unite all peoples in prayer, fellowship, 
and service so that each of us, in our own way, may more 
fully live the Gospel, share God’s love, and rebuild our 
Church. May Saint Joseph, Patron and Protector of God’s 
Family, pray for us, now and always! 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

HOLY SEASON OF LENT 
THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU! 

Wednesdays at 6:00pm· Our Lady’s Church 
 

During the Holy Season of Lent, all Catholics are invited 
to experience Christ’s love and mercy through the Sacra-
ment of Penance & Reconciliation. On Wednesday eve-
nings during Lent (through April 10th), all are invited to 
join us for “The Light Is On For You!” from 6:00pm until 
8:00pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. These spe-
cial evenings of prayer will include Evening Prayer and 
Night Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours; Eucharistic 
Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament; and 
two full hours of confessions for those who feel called to 
participate. For some, this may be a time for confession 
and sacramental reconciliation. For some, it may be a time 
for silent prayer and adoration. For others, it may be a 
time to begin or renew a spiritual journey. For more infor-
mation about this special event, please contact Father Jim 
at 978-281-4820 or  frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join us! 
All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

HOLY SEASON OF LENT 
THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Fridays at 3:00pm· Saint Ann Church 
 

For more than five hundred years, the Stations of the 
Cross are one of the most enduring and moving tradition-
al devotions of the Roman Catholic Church. By uniting 
our prayers with those of the suffering Christ through 
both word and imagery, we make a spiritual pilgrimage 
with our Lord as he experiences the Passion of the Cross. 
During Lent, all are invited to join the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport in praying the Stations of the 
Cross on six consecutive Friday afternoons (through April 
12th) at 3:00pm in Saint Ann Church. For more infor-
mation about the Holy Season of Lent in the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Fa-
ther Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please 
join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

HOLY SEASON OF LENT 
WORDS of WISDOM from POPE FRANCIS 

 

The path to Easter demands that we renew our faces and 
hearts as Christians through repentance, conversion, and 
forgiveness in order to live move fully the abundant grace 
of the paschal mystery...Lent is a sacramental sign of our 
conversion. It invites all Christians to embody the paschal 
mystery more deeply and concretely in their personal 
lives, their families, and their communities by prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving (Message for Lent 2019). 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
SATURDAY MORNING with SAINT FRANCIS 

Saturday, March 30th at 8:00am 
 

Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Cliff Garvey after 
their first pilgrimage to Assisi and Rome, the Assisi Pro-
ject is a Fellowship of Franciscans in Spirit with friends 
and followers in the United States, Canada, Africa, and 
Europe. Our mission is to help adults of all ages more 
faithfully live the Gospel of Christ and grow closer to the 
God’s Holy Church through the inspiration and interces-
sion of Saint Francis and Saint Clare of Assisi. 
 

The Assisi Project meets on the last Saturday of the 
month in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church for Mass, 
formation, fellowship, and faith sharing. Our next 
“Saturday Morning with Saint Francis” is scheduled for 
March 30th beginning at 8:00am. This month, we will 
continue our study and discussion of the Franciscan 
Saints; and we will consider how throughout history av-
erage people like us have become saints. All parishioners 
and friends of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport are always invited to join us! 
 

If you have a prayer request or would like more infor-
mation about the Assisi Project and its good work in our 
parishes, please contact Cliff at cgarvey@ccgronline.com 
or 978-281-4820; or visit our website: assisiproject.com. 
Saint Francis of Assisi, pray for us! Saint Clare of Assisi, 
pray for us! Our Lady of Angels, pray for us! Please join 
us! All are invited! All are welcome!  
 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
About This Week’s Message 

 

This weekend, we hear readings for the Second Sunday 
of Lent from the Book of Genesis, Saint Paul’s Letter to 
the Philippians, and Saint Luke’s Gospel. In 1980, just 
three weeks before he died, Archbishop Oscar Romero 
reflected on these readings and offered the beautiful and 
challenging homily which is excerpted as this week’s 
message (see page 3). As the Church prepares to celebrate 
the Feast of Saint Oscar Romero, it seemed fitting to share 
his words with all of our readers and fellow parishioners. 
 

Oscar Romero (1917-1980) served as Archbishop of San 
Salvador. On March 24, 1980, Archbishop Romero was 
assassinated by a right-wing death squad while celebrat-
ing Mass. His murderers have never been brought to jus-
tice. Saint Oscar Romero is remembered as an ardent de-
fender of the Church, a true friend of the poor, and an 
outspoken opponent of hatred, violence, and social injus-
tice. He was canonized last fall by Pope Francis and is 
venerated as patron of El Salvador, as well as patron of 
both persecuted Christians and the Americas. 

 

PRAYING WITH THE SAINTS 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALING GOD’S FAMILY & REBUILDING OUR CHURCH 

AN EVENING with SAINT OSCAR ROMERO 
FRIDAY, MARCH 22ND - BEGINS AT 5:00PM 

 

More than eight centuries ago, the Crucified Christ called 
out to the young man who would become Saint Francis of 
Assisi: “Go! Rebuild my church which as you can see is 
falling into ruin!” Francis took the Lord’s command liter-
ally and set out to repair and rebuild small chapels in and 
around his hometown. Over the years, however, Francis 
came to understand that his commitment to living the 
Gospel and sharing God’s love were vital parts of rebuild-
ing the Church throughout the world.  
 

In this spirit and in appreciation for the crisis facing the 
Roman Catholic Church in our own time, the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport will gather on im-
portant feast days throughout the year to pray for the 
healing of God’s family and for the courage to rebuild our 
wounded Church. In addition, we will also beg the saints 
to pray for us and guide us in the hard work of disciple-
ship during these difficult times. 
 

All are invited to join us for our next Evening of Prayer 
for the Healing of God’s Family on Friday, March 22nd in 
anticipation of the Feast of Saint Oscar Romero, Bishop & 
Martyr. This special evening of prayer will begin at 
5:00pm with Evening Prayer and Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament. At 6:30pm, we will pray the Holy Ro-
sary for the healing of God’s family. And at 7:00pm, we 
will conclude with Night Prayer and Benediction. 
 

During Evening Prayer, Cliff Garvey will offer a reflection 
on the life and legacy of Saint Oscar Romero (1917-1980), 
who was assassinated while celebrating Holy Mass and is 
remembered as an ardent defender of the Church, a true 
friend of the poor, and an outspoken opponent of hatred, 
injustice, and violence. Saint Oscar Romero is venerated 
as a patron of the Americas, El Salvador, Christian com-
munications, the poor, and the victims of persecution. He 
has much to teach us about living the Gospel, sharing 
God’s love, and rebuilding our Church! 
 

We hope and pray that you and your family will be able 
to join us for all or even just part of this special evening of 
prayer, reflection, and devotion. For more information, 
please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or contact Cliff 
Garvey at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. 
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
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OUR WEEKLY GIFTS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of March 9th & March 10th 

 

Weekly Offerings                          $5,735.00 
 

Electronic Donations                  $878.00 
 

Total Offerings           $6,613.00 
 

Second Collection    N/A 
 

Grand Annual Collection (45% of Goal)      $34,076.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of March 9th & March 10th 

 

Weekly Offerings                          $2,251.00 
 

Electronic Donations               $80.00 
 

Total Offerings           $2,331.00 
 

   Second Collection       N/A  

 

Grand Annual Collection (29% of Goal)      $13,232.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation 
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were 
offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Ann & Harry Menzoian 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of the Ciolino Family 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Lena Lovasco 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of Sebastian “Buddy” Lovasco 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts in memory of a deceased family member, 
friend, or loved one, please contact Melissa Unis at of-
fice@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you! 
 

ASSISIPROJECTonline 
Lent at the Lake: A Story of Saint Francis 

Join us: ccgronline.com! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

MARCH 16—MARCH 24, 2019 

Saturday, March 16 Vigil· Second Sunday of Lent  

4:00pm· Saint Ann The Nicastro Family 

6:00pm· OLGV Luca Di Bella 

Sunday, March 17 Second Sunday of Lent 

7:00am· OLGV Catherine & Abby Kabala 

8:15am· Saint Ann Frank Kelly 

10:00am· Saint Joachim William & Rose Morrison and Sons 

11:45am· OLGV Carolyn O’Connor 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Healing of God’s Family 

 Second Week of Lent 

Monday, March 18 
8:00am· OLGV  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, March 19 
8:00am· Saint Joachim  

The Ciolino Family 

Wednesday, March 20 
8:00am· OLGV  

John Jay McHale 

Thursday, March 21 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Lee Ann Porper 

Friday, March 22 
8:00am· OLGV All Souls in Purgatory 

Saturday, March 23 
8:00am·  OLGV Reinette Staaf 

Saturday, March 23 Vigil·  Third Sunday of Lent 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Salvatore & Grazia Storniolo 

6:00pm· OLGV Capt. Salvatore & Josephine Santuccio 

Sunday, March 24 Third Sunday of Lent 

7:00am· OLGV Stephen Daniel Antonivich III 

8:15am· Saint Ann Paul LeBlanc 

10:00am· Saint Joachim The Ciolino Family 

11:45am· OLGV Capt. Michael Lovasco & Family 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Catherine Cusumano 


