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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

HOLY SEASON OF LENT
_____________________

Ash Wednesday
OUR MASS & WORSHIP SCHEDULE
LENT BEGINS ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6TH
The Holy Season of Lent is a time for prayer, penance, and almsgiving during which all Christian disciples are called to renew their faith in preparation for the celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ at Easter. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, March 6th, which is
a Holy Day of Abstinence and Fasting for all Roman Catholics. In the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, we will celebrate Mass and distribute ashes according to the following
schedule: Mass at 8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church; Mass at 12:00pm in Saint Ann
Church; and Mass at 7:00pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. In addition, we will celebrate a Service of the Word (with the distribution of ashes) at 5:00pm in Saint Joachim Church.
For more information about the Holy Season of Lent in the Catholic Community of Gloucester
& Rockport, please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or contact him at 978-281-4820 or
frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

The Stations of the Cross
A TRADITIONAL LENTEN DEVOTION
FRIDAYS AT 3:00PM - SAINT ANN CHURCH
For more than five hundred years, the Stations of the Cross are one of the most enduring and
moving traditional devotions of the Roman Catholic Church. By uniting our prayers with those
of the suffering Christ through both word and imagery, we make a spiritual pilgrimage with
our Lord as he experiences the Passion of the Cross. During Lent, all are invited to join the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport in praying the Stations of the Cross on six consecutive Friday afternoons (March 8th through April 12th) at 3:00pm in Saint Ann Church. For
more information about the Holy Season of Lent in the Catholic Community of Gloucester &
Rockport, please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or contact him at 978-281-4820 or
frjim@ccgronline.com. Please spread the word! Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

The Light Is On For You!
CONFESSIONS & EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
WEDNESDAYS AT 6:00PM - OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH
During the Holy Season of Lent, all Catholics are invited to experience Christ’s love and mercy
through the Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation (Confession). On four consecutive
Wednesday evenings during Lent (March 13th through April 10th), all are invited to join us for
“The Light Is On For You!” from 6:00pm until 8:00pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.
These special evenings of prayer will include Evening Prayer and Night Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours; Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament; and two full
hours of confessions for those who feel called to participate. For some, this may be a time for
confession and sacramental reconciliation. For some, it may be a time for silent prayer and adoration. And for others, it may be a time to begin or renew a spiritual journey. For more information, please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or contact him at 978-281-4820 or
frjim@ccgronline.com. Please spread the word! Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!
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Seeing With New Eyes
BY FATHER RICHARD ROHR, OFM
One of the most difficult biblical themes to explore is how we deal with evil. There is something in our psychology that makes it hard to see, hear, or face evil realistically. Throughout
history, we have viewed the problem of evil similarly. We are forever looking for the enemy
and finding him “out there.” Someone else or some other group is almost always the problem, so we feel justified in blaming others. This enables us to live hatefully, even violently,
and without guilt. Jesus says: “The hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think he
is offering worship to God (John 16:2).”
Starting with Cain and Abel, history is an account of who killed whom and who “deserves”
to be killed. So much of history is searching for a suitable enemy. In simple terms, he hit me,
so I am free to hit him back. Two millennia after Jesus became history’s forgiving victim, we
continue to miss his message! That same dynamic is evident in Leviticus 16, where we read
about the scapegoat ritual. On the Day of Atonement, a goat was brought to the Holy of Holies where the priest would lay hands on the animal. All of the sins and failures of the people
were ceremoniously laid on the goat, and they would drive the goat into the desert. Through
that ingenious liturgical rite the people distanced themselves from sins by finding an easy
target on which to project them. Liturgically, it worked! In fact, it works so well that we have
never stopped creating scapegoats.
We convince ourselves that we are righteous. Our hatred is moral because the stakes are so
high when our country, people, way of life, or religious beliefs are under siege. Finding and
dealing with evil “out there” holds us together as a nation as we define ourselves by what we
are against. Jesus shows us another way. Many of his healings are really efforts to reintegrate
persons into the community. There is no room for scapegoating in his teaching. He does not
expel sinners but forgives them. He even commands that we love our enemies. There is no
contaminating element to expel in Jesus’ teaching. Forgiveness and reconciliation are the opposite of scapegoating, punishing, and excluding the supposed enemy. The great conversion
occurs when we see that we are our own worst enemies.
Saint Paul is another model. He is a converted persecutor and accuser who once glorified in
his identity as a hater of Christians. No one was holier than Saul, the dutiful Pharisee, until
the scales fell from his eyes on the road to Damascus. There, for the first time, he recognized
that he had become hate in the name of love, evil in the name of goodness. Few of us like to
see ourselves in the extremes of Saint Paul, but through God’s grace, we too can begin to see
with new eyes. We can choose the path of transformation that Jesus calls us to, rather than
make the more comfortable outlet of projecting evil onto others. Jesus calls us to be reconcilers: to deal with evil by holding it with grace rather than hating it; to be people who cannot
hate anymore; to refuse to allow ourselves to be pulled onto one side of every dilemma. The
gospel is destabilizing. It calls us to nonviolence and wisdom. It calls us to see God in every
circumstance and person, perhaps most of all in those we are tempted to reject, fear, or attack.

Stop judging and you will not be judged.
Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.
Forgive and you will be forgiven (Luke 6:37).
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OUR LADY’S PENNY SALE
Monday, March 11th at 7:00pm
All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join Our
Lady’s Guild for a “Penny Sale” on Monday, March 11th
at 7:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. As always, we’ll have great
prizes, a 50-50 raffle, delicious homemade sweetbread,
and other fresh foods and snacks. Donations are being
accepted at our parish office (located at 74 Pleasant Street
in Gloucester). Julia Garcia and Mary Piscitello will serve
as co-chairwomen of this event. For more information,
please contact Beth Fosberry at jcbf33@yahoo.com or
leave a message at 978-281-4820. Please spread the word!
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION SPECIAL EVENT

LENT MASS FOR FAMILIES
SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH AT 11:45AM
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (Matthew
19:14).” In this spirit and in response to the Lord’s call, all
children, parents, grandparents, godparents, and guardians are invited to join Father Jim for a Lent Mass for Families on Sunday, March 10th at 11:45am in Our Lady of
Good Voyage Church.

THE ASSISI PROJECT
Need Prayers?
Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Cliff Garvey, the Assisi Project is a “Fellowship of Franciscans in Spirit” that
seeks to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the inspiration of Saint Francis and Saint Clare of Assisi. Our mission is to serve the Church and to give witness to the
Good News of Christ through fellowship and formation,
pilgrimage and retreat, and educating our friends and
fellow parishioners about the Franciscan way of life.

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily and
blessing for all of our parish children. In addition, because
Lent is a season for prayer, penance, and charity, all families will be asked to help Father Jim raise $1,000 for the
Saint Vincent de Paul Society, a service organization that
provides food and financial assistance to local families in
need. For more information about our Lent Mass for Families, please contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or
bworks@ccgronline.com. Please spread the word! Please
join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

Members of the Assisi Project range in age from 16 to 93;
and we live in the United States, Canada, Brazil, Italy,
Spain, Angola, and the United Kingdom. We pray daily
for those who ask for our prayers. If you would like us to
pray for you, your family, or your special intention,
please contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or
978-281-4820. For more information about the Assisi Project and its good work in our parishes, please see Father
Jim or Cliff; or visit our website: assisiproject.com. Please
join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY
Tuesday Afternoons at 5:00pm
As parishes across the country reimagine their youth faith
formation programs, it is important to remember that all
children and teenagers are invited to fully participate in
the life of our parishes as altar servers, volunteers, or as
members of our Youth Choir and Music Ministry. These
programs are formative opportunities for children of all
ages to gather in prayer, learn more about the teachings
and traditions of the Roman Catholic Church, make new
friends, and live their faith in a true spirit of prayer, fellowship, and service.

PASTOR’S NOTE
Reminder About Smoking & Litter
All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are reminded that
smoking is prohibited both inside and outside of all buildings at both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good
Voyage Parish. If you choose to smoke off site, please dispose of your ashes, butts, and all other forms of trash in
an appropriate receptacle (not on our lawns, parking lots,
or sidewalks). My prayer is that parishioners will do their
part to remind our friends, neighbors, and fellow citizens
that we have a solemn obligation to care for our common
home! Let’s work together to keep Gloucester & Rockport
beautiful! Please do not litter! Thank you in advance for
your cooperation! Peace and blessings to all! — Father Jim

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s
Youth Choir & Music Ministry meets every Tuesday at
5:00pm in Saint Ann Church. The youth choir, along with
an ensemble of talented young instrumentalists, performs
every weekend. Our youth music ministry is a great way
to learn about music and participate in the life of our parish communities! New members are always welcome to
join us! For more information, please contact Patty Natti
at 978-281-4820 or pnatti@comcast.net. Please spread the
word! Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!
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THE LEGION OF MARY
Wednesday Afternoons at 4:00pm
Each week, members of the Legion of Mary from both
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish reach out to our sick, aged, disabled, and homebound
fellow parishioners. They visit these friends and neighbors in their homes and apartments, hospitals, and nursing homes. They pray together, offer companionship and
conversation, and share God’s love and mercy with those
who are so often lonely and forgotten.

HELP US BALANCE OUR BUDGETS!

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTIONS
EVERY SMALL DONATION MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE!
Last year, thanks to your generous support, both Holy
Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish were
able to balance their respective budgets. Two big reasons
for this accomplishment is the success of our Grand Annual Collections. In each of our parishes, the Grand Annual Collection bridges the gap between our weekly gifts
and our financial obligations (such as salaries and benefits, insurance premiums, utility bills, snow plowing, and
essential parish programs). The Grand Annual Collections
also empower us to maintain our historic, but very expensive to repair, church buildings.

Every Wednesday at 4:00pm, the Legion of Mary meets in
our parish office (located at 74 Pleasant Street in Gloucester) to pray the Rosary, share their faith experiences, and
participate in a period of formation under the guidance of
their spiritual directors. For more information about the
Legion of Mary and its good work in our parish communities, please contact Sue Demetri at 978-281-4820 or sdemetri2000@yahoo.com. Please join us! All are invited!
New members are always welcome!

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Help Us Help Others!

In order for each parish to balance its budget and ensure
its long-term financial stability, we must meet our goals of
$75,000 for Holy Family Parish and $45,000 for Our Lady
of Good Voyage Parish. These fundraising campaigns are
essential components of our annual parish budgets. Each
year, we ask all parishioners to contribute what they can
to our Grand Annual Collections. Every gift, large or
small, helps us to achieve our goals and balance our
budgets. Offertory envelopes are located at the doors of
all of our churches. Please place your offering in the collection basket during Mass or mail it directly to me.

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international organization dedicated to responding to any request from
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm.
And our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of
our churches. The Food Pantry needs these items:

Although we have made good progress toward reaching
our goal, we have much work ahead before the end of the
fiscal year on June 30th. As we begin the final quarter of
the fiscal year, all parishioners are encouraged to prayerfully consider giving to the Grand Annual Collection at
either Holy Family Parish or Our Lady of Good Voyage
Parish. Every penny raised goes directly to the parish of
your choice. Please join me in praying that each of us, according to our means, will give generously to one of these
all-important fundraising efforts.

Assorted Canned Soups
Beef Stew· Chef Boyardee
Canned Tuna· Chicken & Tuna Helper
Chips, Cookies, Crackers, and Snacks
Instant Mashed Potatoes
Pancake Mix & Syrup
Pasta & Sauce· Ramen Noodles· Rice-a-Roni
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our
churches. Donations can be placed in the offertory basket
or mailed to us. Checks should be made payable to the
Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held on the
second Wednesday of each month at 4:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. The Saint Vincent de Paul Society warmly welcomes new members and volunteers! For more information, please contact Harry Miller at 978-281-2701 or
Barbara Frontiero at Barbara.Frontiero@gortons.com. If
you or your family needs our assistance, please contact us
at 978-281-8672. Thank you for your generous support!

If you have questions or need assistance regarding the
Grand Annual Collections in either Holy Family Parish or
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish, please feel welcome to
see me before or after Mass; or contact me at 978-281-4820
or frjim@ccgronline.com. Thank you in advance for your
generous and ongoing support of our amazing parishes!
Peace and blessings to all! — Father Jim

WESHARE
Safe & Easy Electronic Giving | ccgronline.com
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FEBRUARY 23—MARCH 3, 2019

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Weekend of February 16th & February 17th

Saturday, February 23

Vigil· Seventh Sunday

4:00pm· Saint Ann

Anna & Andy Smith

6:00pm· OLGV

Julia & Alcides Padre

Sunday, February 24

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am· OLGV

Mildred MacKinnon

Thank you for your generous support
of Holy Family Parish!

8:15am· Saint Ann

Stephen Pina

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH

10:00am· Saint Joachim

Gerald O’Connor

11:45am· OLGV

Lino & Alzira Neves

5:00pm· Saint Ann

Healing of God’s Family

Weekly Offerings

$5,194.00

Electronic Donations

$878.00

Total Offerings

$6,072.00

Second Collection (Maintenance)

$2,631.00

Grand Annual Collection (42% of Goal)

$31,131.00

Weekend of February 16th & February 17th

Seventh Week in Ordinary Time

Weekly Offerings

$2,276.00

Electronic Donations
Total Offerings

$80.00
$2,356.00

Second Collection
Grand Annual Collection (27% of Goal)

N/A
$12,182.00

Monday, February 25
8:00am· OLGV

Communion Service

Tuesday, February 26
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Communion Service

Wednesday, February 27
8:00am· OLGV

Mary Beth Sheldon

Thursday, February 28
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Stephen Antonivich

Friday, March 1
8:00am· OLGV

Celestino Goulart

Saturday, March 2
8:00am· OLGV

Grace Veerman

Saturday, March 2

Vigil· Eighth Sunday

4:00pm· Saint Ann

Philip Demetri

6:00pm· OLGV

Our Lady’s Guild and
the Holy Name Society

Sunday, March 3

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

In Memory of Flossy Curcio
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

7:00am· OLGV

Dionisio & Celestino Goulart

In Memory of Georgia Forrest
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

8:15am· Saint Ann

The Passalacqua Family

10:00am· Saint Joachim

Domenico Viviano

11:45am· OLGV

Sebastião & Rosaria Lima and Sons

5:00pm· Saint Ann

Healing of God’s Family

Thank you for your generous support
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

SANCTUARY GIFTS
At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary candles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one.
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were
offered for the following intentions:
In Memory of Philip Demetri
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church
In Memory of Maria Passalacqua
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

For more information about donating sanctuary candles,
flowers, or gifts in memory of a deceased family member,
friend, or loved one, please contact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you!

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE!
Join us: ccgronline.com!

