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The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
Live the Gospel. Share God’s Love. Rebuild the Church.
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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

CALL TO PRAYER
_____________________

The Conversion of Saint Paul
AN EVENING OF PRAYER FOR THE HEALING OF GOD’S FAMILY
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25TH· BEGINST AT 5:00PM· OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH
More than eight centuries ago, the Crucified Christ called out to the young man who would
become Saint Francis of Assisi: “Go! Rebuild my church which as you can see is falling into
ruin!” Francis took the Lord’s command literally and set out to repair and rebuild small chapels in and around his hometown. Over the years, however, Francis came to understand that
his commitment to living the Gospel and sharing God’s love was instrumental in rebuilding
the Church throughout the world. In this spirit and in appreciation for the crisis facing the Roman Catholic Church in our own time, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport will
gather on important feast days throughout this year to pray for the healing of God’s family
and for the courage to rebuild our wounded Church. In addition, we will ask the saints to pray
for us and guide us in the hard work of discipleship during these difficult times.
All are invited to join us for our first Evening of Prayer for the Healing of God’s Family on
Friday, January 25th, the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, from 5:00pm until 7:00pm in
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. We hope that you and your family will be able to join us
for all or even just part of this special event of prayer and devotion. This special evening of
prayer will begin at 5:00pm with Evening Prayer and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.
During Evening Prayer, Father Jim will deliver a reflection about the life and message of Saint
Paul the Apostle. After a holy hour of silent adoration, we will pray the Holy Rosary at 6:30pm
for the healing of God’s family. We will conclude at 7:00pm with Night Prayer and Benediction. For more information, please contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820.
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

Pastor’s Note
ABOUT THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE
In response to the crisis facing the Roman Catholic Church after new allegations of clergy sexual abuse and its cover up by our leaders, Pope Francis called the American bishops to participate in a recent retreat that was directed by Father Raniero Cantalamessa, Preacher to the Papal Household. The retreat talks, which were just made public, exhort our bishops to be more
humble, more prayerful, and more focused on their role as shepherds of our souls.
Although Father Raniero shared these talks with an audience of bishops, they have much to
teach all of us about living the Gospel, sharing God’s love, and rebuilding the Church. This
week’s message is excerpted from the retreat’s first reflection and challenges us to reconsider
our personal relationship with Jesus. Let us pray together for the grace to reflect on these
words with open hearts and to grow closer to our loving and merciful Savior. — Father Jim
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With Jesus?
BY FATHER RANIERO CANTALAMESSA
What does being with Jesus mean today for us? The basic requirement, of course, is to live
in a state of grace, with a conscience free of any serious sins. No one can be with Jesus while
leading a double life, the one that people see, and an entirely different life that only God
sees. But this is not enough. Being with Jesus means cultivating an intimate relationship
with him, making his presence in our lives real and vibrant. Being with someone means far
more than just living together, even under the same roof. When we ride a subway, we are
surrounded by a crowd, but we are “with” nobody. Being “with” someone means having a
mutually personal relationship, similar to any other encounter between two unique individuals, each with his or her own insights and experiences.
We need to ask ourselves a question. Is Jesus for us a person or just a personality, celebrity,
or cult figure? There is a big difference between the two possibilities. Personalities include
people like Julius Caesar, Napoleon, George Washington, or any number of people who
have a following in our day. A personality is someone whose name is on everyone’s tongue,
someone you can freely write or talk about, but not someone you can talk to or speak with.
Unfortunately, for the vast majority of Christians, Jesus is a personality and not a person. He
is part of a set of dogmas, doctrines, or heresies. He is the one whose memory we celebrate
in the liturgy, proclaiming the Eucharist as his Real Presence. But as long as we remain on
an objective level, without Jesus becoming subjective, that is without developing a personal
relationship between ourselves and himself, he remains external to us, outside of ourselves,
someone that touches our minds, but does not warm or enter into our hearts. And despite
everything, there he remains — a remnant of the past because we instinctively place twenty
centuries between ourselves and him.

Nevertheless, Jesus said: “I am with you always, until the end of the age (Matthew 28:20).”
After his Resurrection, Jesus is alive and present in the Spirit —he is spiritually present, not
physically present as he had been with his apostles. But this new presence is even stronger
and more real than his physical presence. Saint Paul writes: “Even if we once knew Christ
according to the flesh, yet now we know him so no longer (2 Corinthians 5:16).” This means
that his spiritual presence is better than the apostles enjoyed precisely because it is internal,
not external. Therefore, Christ is not only beside us but dwells within us…
Having an intimate relationship with Christ must have absolute priority. Great courage and
assurance come to a Christian...from doing everything with Jesus and feeling him present in
every situation. “I am with you always” also means “I am with you in every situation and in
every problem.” Think of two newlyweds deeply in love with each other. From the very
dawn of the day, each one is busy, both outside and inside of their home, but it is clear
where their hearts are and where their thoughts turn as soon as they are free from the demands of the moment. That is how it must be for us with Jesus. This is a very high goal and
maybe only saints achieve it. And yet it is a grace to know that it is possible, to want it, to
steer ourselves toward it, and to ask the Holy Spirit to help us realize it.
Father Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM Cap. has served as Preacher to the Papal Household
under Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope Francis.
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION PROGRAM
Begins February 10th! Registration Underway!

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26TH AT 8:00AM

For too many teenagers, the Sacrament of Confirmation
has sadly become a kind of graduation from the Catholic
Church rather than the joyful beginning of life as an adult
disciple within the Church. We hope to end this tragic
ambivalence by transforming sacramental preparation
into an engaging process for the whole family.

Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Cliff Garvey after their
first pilgrimage to Assisi and Rome, the Assisi Project is a
Fellowship of Franciscans in Spirit with friends and followers in the United States, Canada, Africa, and Europe.
Our mission is to help adults of all ages more faithfully
live the Gospel of Christ and grow closer to the God’s Holy Church through the inspiration and intercession of
Saint Francis and Saint Clare of Assisi.

First, we place primary focus on attending Mass. For
more than a century, the Church asked every parish to
offer sacramental preparation programs for children and
teenagers. During recent decades, however, we neglected
to remind parents of their baptismal promise to be the
first teachers of their children in all matters related to
faith and morals; and that the most important component
of their responsibility is attending Mass as a family.

The Assisi Project meets on the last Saturday of every
month in Saint Ann Church for Mass, formation, fellowship, and faith sharing. Our next “Saturday Morning with
Saint Francis” is scheduled for January 26th beginning at
8:00am. This month, we will continue our year-long study
of the Franciscan Saints and we will explore the life and
times of Brother Juniper, one of the first and most faithful
followers of Saint Francis of Assisi. All parishioners and
friends of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join us!

In our increasingly busy world, it has become common
for parents to entrust their children to us for an hour of
instruction, but then not join us for Mass each weekend.
So, we will continue to ask parents to dedicate one hour
each week to their child’s religious education by joining
us for just one of our seven weekend Masses!

MONTHLY MINI-RETREAT

SATURDAY MORNING with SAINT FRANCIS

In addition, all high school students (beginning in ninth
grade) are invited to participate in our two-year program
of formation for the Sacrament of Confirmation. During
the first year, students will attend seven interactive workshops about the teachings and traditions of the Catholic
Church. These sessions begin on Sunday, February 10th.
During the second year, students will attend additional
workshops and a mini-retreat designed to help them
grow in prayer, fellowship, and service; to prepare them
to receive the Gifts of the Holy Spirit; and to jumpstart
their lives as faith-filled young disciples.

Members of our fellowship all around the world, who
range in age from 16 to 93, also pray for those who ask for
our prayers. If you would like to join us or if you would
like us to pray for your special intention, please contact
Cliff at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Saint
Francis of Assisi, pray for us! Saint Clare of Assisi, pray
for us! Our Lady of Angels, pray for us! Please join us! All
are invited! All are welcome! May the Lord give you
peace — now and always!

If your child is now in high school and wants to prepare
for the Sacrament of Confirmation, please complete a registration form and return it as soon as possible! Registration forms are available at ccgronline.com/formation. For
more information about youth faith formation in the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

PASTOR’S NOTE
WINTER WEATHER CANCELLATIONS
Join us: ccgronline.com!
For the latest information about weather related cancellations during the winter months in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please visit our website at
ccgronline.com. Announcements will also be made on
WBZ1030-AM and cbsboston.com. All parishioners
should note that if public schools are closed on a particular weekday due to inclement weather, then our daily
Mass and all adult and youth faith formation programs
will be cancelled on that day, too. Peace and blessings to
all for a safe winter season! — Father Jim

UPCOMING CELEBRATIONS

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Saturday, January 26th at 4:00pm Mass
Saturday, February 2nd at 6:00pm Mass
Please pray for all of our candidates
for the Sacrament of Confirmation!
Come, Holy Spirit, Come!
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CATHOLIC KIDS CAMP
LEARNING to PRAY with the CHILDREN OF FATIMA
Begins Tuesday, February 19th at 8:00am
The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is
pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 through 11)
are invited to participate in our next “Catholic Kids
Camp: Learning to Pray with the Children of Fatima”
from Tuesday, February 19th through Friday, February
22nd (8:00am until 12:00pm) in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. During this exciting week of prayer, fun, and
fellowship, the children will learn about the miraculous
appearances of Our Lady of Fatima and the child-saints
who spread her message with the whole world. Our strategy of learning features active and engaged participation
in games, music, prayer, skits, and craft projects. Here’s
our schedule for the week:

WINTER DAY OF PRAYER & REFLECTION

PRAYER & HEALING with the CHILDREN OF FATIMA
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23RD - BEGINS AT 8:00AM
Francisco Marto (1908-1919) and Jacinto Marto (19101920), brother and sister, and their cousin, Lucia dos Santos (1907-2005), were children from a small village near
Fatima in Portugal, who were blessed to give witness to
several apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary under the
title of Our Lady of Fatima. Much is known and much is
often misunderstood about the apparitions and their
meaning. But we can learn a great deal from these children, especially Francisco and Jacinto, about life, love,
prayer, and healing.

Day I: Tuesday, February 19th
The Story of Fatima
Day II: Wednesday, February 20th
Francisco, Prayer, and Sacrifice

In commemoration of the Feast of Saints Francisco Marto
and Jacinto Marto (February 20th), all are invited to join
Father Jim and Cliff Garvey for a “Winter Day of Prayer
& Reflection: Prayer and Healing with the Children of
Fatima” on Saturday, February 23rd in Our Lady of Good
Voyage Church. During this special four-hour morning
retreat, we will explore the different but complimentary
spiritual lives of the Children of Fatima. We will also consider what these young saints can teach us about coping
with illnesses of mind, body, and spirit.

Day III: Thursday, February 21st
Jacinta and Praying for Peace
Day IV: Friday, February 22nd
Lucia and Praying the Rosary
Each day of our Catholic Kids Camp will begin with
Mass at 8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. All
parents, grandparents, and guardians are encouraged to
join us! After Mass, Betsy Works and a team of volunteers
will lead the children to Our Lady’s School for a faithfilled and fun-filled morning of activities, learning, and
good times with friends both old and new. Catholic Kids
Camp is an exciting educational program that your children and grandchildren will love!

Our day of prayer and reflection will proceed according
to the following schedule: Celebration of Mass at 8:00am;
First Reflection & Faith Sharing at 9:00am; Eucharistic
Adoration & Rosary at 10:00am; Second Reflection &
Faith Sharing at 11:00am; Angelus & Closing Prayers at
12:00pm. After our program, all are invited to join us for a
delicious potluck lunch in the parish hall.

The tuition for this innovative youth faith formation program during the winter school vacation is just $30 per
child for the entire week. Scholarships are available for
those families who cannot afford tuition. Also, adults and
older children (age 12 and up) are welcome to join us as
volunteers and will be much appreciated! Registration
forms are available at ccgronline.com/formation. For
more information about youth faith formation in the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

Throughout the morning, there will be scheduled breaks
and time for faith sharing, fellowship, and questions. Coffee, tea, bottled water, and refreshments will be available
throughout the morning. During Mass, a collection will be
taken up in support of our adult and youth faith formation programs. If you would like to participate in this
special event, please contact Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820
or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Please join us! Bring a friend!
All are invited! All are welcome!
Note: Please mark your calendar for our upcoming Spring
Day of Prayer & Reflection on Saturday, May 4th and our
Fall Day of Prayer & Reflection on Saturday, October 5th.
Both of these special programs will begin with Mass at
8:00am. Save the dates! All are welcome!

YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY
New members are always welcome!
Learn more: ccgronline.com/formation
All are invited! All are welcome!
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JANUARY 19—JANUARY 27, 2019

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Weekend of January 12th & January 13th

Saturday, January 19

Vigil· Second Sunday

4:00pm· Saint Ann

Joseph & Grace Brancaleone

6:00pm· OLGV

Leonardo & Caterina Russo

Sunday, January 20

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am· OLGV

Muriel Stack

Thank you for your generous support
of Holy Family Parish!

8:15am· Saint Ann

Florence Nickerson

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH

10:00am· Saint Joachim

Gerald O’Connor

11:45am· OLGV

Marion Anderson

5:00pm· Saint Ann

Healing of God’s Family

Weekly Offerings

$4,828.00

Electronic Donations

$878.00

Total Offerings

$5,706.00

Second Collection (Maintenance)

$2,513.00

Grand Annual Collection (31% of Goal)

$23,101.00

Weekend of January 12th & January 13th

Second Week in Ordinary Time

Weekly Offerings

$2,456.00

Electronic Donations

$80.00

Total Offerings

$2,536.00

Second Collection (Maintenance)

$1,615.00

Grand Annual Collection (24% of Goal)

$10,632.00

Thank you for your generous support
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

Monday, January 21
8:00am· OLGV

Communion Service

Tuesday, January 22
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Robert McKinnon

SANCTUARY GIFTS

Wednesday, January 23
8:00am· OLGV

Daisy Oliver

Thursday, January 24
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Salvatore Balsamo

Friday, January 25
8:00am· OLGV

Robert Balcome

Saturday, January 26
8:00am· Saint Ann

Assisi Project

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary candles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one.
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were
offered for the following intentions:

Saturday, January 26

Vigil· Third Sunday

4:00pm· Saint Ann

Sacrament of Confirmation

6:00pm· OLGV

Paula Novello

Sunday, January 27

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am· OLGV

Vincent Cafasso

8:15am· Saint Ann

Robert Jarvis

10:00am· Saint Joachim

Katy & George Warde

11:45am· OLGV

James Michael Odum

HELP US BALANCE OUR PARISH BUDGETS!

5:00pm· Saint Ann

Healing of God’s Family

Every dollar makes a big difference!
Thank you for your generous support!

In Memory of Daniel J. Brady, Jr.
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church
In Memory of Richard McGlauflin
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church
In Memory of Angelina Matos
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

For more information about donating sanctuary candles,
sanctuary flowers, or sanctuary gifts in memory of a deceased family member, friend, or loved one, please contact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-2814820. Thank you for your generous support!

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTIONS

