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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT    TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

CALL TO PRAYER 
 

_____________________ 

 

A Prayer for Discernment 
 

JESUS CALLS THE WILLING 
 

Not even Jesus found ‘the ready.’ 

Jesus called Nathaniel.  

Nathaniel lacked openness. 

Nathaniel wasn’t ready. 

Jesus called Philip.  

Philip lacked simplicity. 

Philip wasn’t ready. 

Jesus called Simon the Zealot.  

Simon lacked non-violence. 

Simon wasn’t ready. 

Jesus called Thomas.  

Thomas lacked vision. 

Thomas wasn’t ready. 

Jesus called Judas.  

Judas lacked spiritual maturity. 

Judas was definitely not ready. 

Jesus called Matthew.  

Matthew lacked a sense of social sin. 

Mathew wasn’t ready. 

Jesus called Thaddeus.  

Thaddeus lacked commitment. 

Thaddeus wasn’t ready. 

Jesus called James the Lesser.  

James lacked awareness. 

James wasn’t ready. 

Jesus called James and John, the Sons of Thunder. 

James and John lacked a sense of servanthood. 

James and John were not ready. 

Jesus called Peter, the Rock.  

Peter lacked courage. 

Peter was not ready. 

The point, you see, is that Jesus doesn’t call the ready. 

Jesus calls the willing. 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
 

_____________________ 

 

Beginning Again 
 

BY CLIFF GARVEY 
 

Last month, the Assisi Project concluded its reading and reflection of the book: “Live Like 

Francis: Reflections on Franciscan Life in the World.” This compelling book, which in-

cludes readings from the scriptures and reflections by both ancient and contemporary spir-

itual writers, seeks to offer practical advice about living the Christian life here and now. In 

the end, we were left asking some hard questions: What does it mean to live a Christian 

life in a world seemingly gone mad? What does it mean to live a Gospel life in a scarred 

and broken Church? What does it mean to live like Jesus during a time plagued by abuse, 

ambivalence, bigotry, corruption, division, faithlessness, greed, hatred, violence, and a 

corrosive lack of trust in core values, beliefs, and institutions?  
 

One possible answer, of course, is to live according to the example of Saint Francis of Assi-

si, who lived during times much like these, even though he lived more than eight hundred 

years ago. We concluded that if Saint Francis were alive today, he would say: “I have been 

all things unholy. If God can work through me, he can work through anyone.” Francis 

would tell us: “This is our vocation: to heal wounds, to bind what is broken, to bring home 

those who are lost.” And he would cry out: “Let us begin again for until now we have 

done nothing.” Absent a visit from the saint himself, the final reflection (by an anonymous 

author) in “Live Like Francis” offers some additional advice: 

 

“The journey...is a door through which you enter a new life: a life of the gospel, a life of the 

beatitudes. You are walking with the Lord in his life and in his way and in his truth. You 

can expect to be discouraged or frustrated or as the Bible says ‘in the desert’ at times, but 

believe more and more strongly that Jesus is walking with you. He says: ‘Do not be afraid.’ 

Saint Francis came to know Jesus, and in doing so, he knew himself for the first time. Fran-

cis knew himself as the Poverello, the poor little man, whose strength was in the Lord. He 

experienced the Lord working in his life. We need to do the same...” 
 

“Strive to develop a deep life of prayer. Continue to set aside a period of time each day for 

prayer, both in praise of God and in intercession for your brothers and sisters. All of us are 

in need of the mercy of God. Strive also to minister to others in your families and among 

your friends. The Lord calls us to be peacemakers, calls us to prayer to repair all the de-

struction which violence [and abuse and bigotry and dishonesty and corruption] cause in 

the world. Reach out beyond yourself as Francis did. Reach out as Jesus did. And finally, 

read the Word of the Lord every day, reflect on it, let it make a home in you. Make your 

daily decisions on the basis of what Jesus said and did. Believe that the Spirit continually 

calls us together to form the Body of Jesus today [and every day].” 
 

So now what? As disciples, how do we cope with and respond to the crises that surround 

us?  We rededicate ourselves to living the Gospel, sharing God’s love, and rebuilding the 

Church: brick by brick, person by person, soul by soul. We become instruments of God’s 

grace and peace in our families, parishes, and workplaces. We begin to bind wounds, bind 

what is broken, and bring home those who are lost: whenever we can, wherever we can, 

and with whomever we can. Let us begin again and again and again: in our wounded 

church, our divided country, and our troubled world. May the Lord give you peace! 
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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT    TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

SUMMER CARILLON RECITALS 
An Our Lady of Good Voyage Tradition 

This Saturday, September 2nd! 
 

An annual tradition has returned this summer to Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Parish! Our Summer Carillon Re-
citals conclude this Saturday, September 2nd at 5:15pm 
(rain or shine). Once again, LuAnn Pallazola, our very 
talented organist-keyboardist has prepared programs 
that include familiar classical and international pieces, 
popular hymns, patriot melodies, and children’s tunes! 
 

Installed in 1922, the carillon bells in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church were the first toned set of carillon bells in 
the United States. Although our bells can be heard from 
blocks away, the sound is best near the church.  
 

The recital is free and open to the public! So, bring a cold 
drink or coffee! Bring a friend! Enjoy this wonderful sum-
mer tradition! And don’t forget that Mass begins at 
6:00pm! Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
For more information, please contact LuAnn Pallazola at 
978-281-4820 or lpallazola@gmail.com. 
 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

Sunday, September 9th at 6:30pm 
 

The Holy Name Society at Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Parish is a service organization of men which was found-
ed to support the parish through volunteering and fund-
raising. The first meeting of the fall season is scheduled 
for Sunday, September 9th at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall. 
Dinner will be prepared and served by the officers. An-
nual dues of $20 will be collected. For more information 
about the Holy Name Society and its good work in our 
parish, please contact Matt Parisi at 978-281-4820 or 
mparisi101@gmail.com. Please join us! We always wel-
come new members! 
 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
OUR LADY’S GUILD 

Monday, September 10th at 6:30pm 
 

Since 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build com-
munity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish through fundraising, good works, prayer, 
and social events. The Guild’s first meeting of the fall 
season is scheduled for Monday, September 10th at 
6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall. Dinner will be prepared and 
served by the officers. The requested offering is $10 per 
person. For more information about Our Lady’s Guild 
and its good work in our parish, please contact Beth Fos-
bery at 978-281-4820 or jcbf33@yahoo.com. Please join us! 
We always welcome new members! 

 

REBUILDING THE CHURCH 
____________________ 

 

DISCERNMENT FRIDAY 
Friday, September 7th at 5:00pm 

 

As Catholic Christians, we believe that God calls us to live 
as faithful disciples. But in what way of life are we called 
to live our discipleship? What is your calling? Such ques-
tions can sometimes take a lifetime to answer. But with 
hearts open to discernment and prayer, God can help us 
find our way in the world. Each and every one of us 
(regardless of our age, gender, or life experience) can dis-
cover, rediscover, and respond to God’s plan for our lives. 
 

This year, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-
port has focused its pastoral programs and ministries on 
discernment — the spiritual practice of praying and re-
flecting on who God calls us to be and what God calls us 
to do with the one life that we are blessed to live on this 
earth. In this spirit, we will gather on Friday, September 
7th for “Discernment Friday” in Our Lady of Good Voy-
age Church. Our prayer vigil will begin with Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament and Evening Prayer at 5:00pm. 
At 6:00pm, we will pray the Holy Rosary for a new gener-
ation of good, holy, and honest leaders to help rebuild our 
broken Church. And we will conclude at 6:45pm with 
Night Prayer and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

These “Discernment Fridays” will be held monthly for the 
remainder of the year on the First Friday of each month. 
Our hope is that all parishioners and their families will 
join us for at least one of these special vigils of prayer. If 
you are not able to join us this month, please take a few 
moments to pray this powerful prayer for discernment by 
the late Cardinal Joseph Bernadin of Chicago: 
 

Lord of the harvest, 
your Word finds a home in our hearts, 

calls us into community, 
and invites us to generous service 

of the human family. 
Bless with courage and spirit 

your priestly people, 
called to full participation 
in the one Body of Christ. 

May many choose to respond 
in public service to your call 

offered in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 

 

For the remainder of this year, let us pray together that 
each one of us, in our own way, will learn to pray, dis-
cern, and respond to God’s call with faith, hope, and love 
in our hearts. For more information, please contact Father 
Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com; or visit our 
discernment page at ccgronline.com. Please join us! All 
are invited! All are welcome! Always! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Tuesday, September 4th at 6:30pm 

 

Established in 2005, the Holy Family Women’s Guild 
brings together women of all ages and backgrounds in a 
true spirit of prayer, fellowship, and service for our par-
ish and the wider community served by the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport. Throughout the 
year, the Women’s Guild hosts many fundraising events 
and social gatherings, including our famous seasonal 
bake sales, fashion show,  and Annual Christmas Fair.  
 

The Guild’s first meeting of the year is scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 4th at 6:30pm in Saint Ann Church 
Hall. We will discuss our calendar of events for the up-
coming year and enjoy an ice cream social. Annual dues 
of $15 will also be collected. For more information about 
the Holy Family Women’s Guild and its good work in 
our parish, please contact Lydia Bertolino at lbertoli-
no4@msn.com or 978-281-4279. Please join us! All are in-
vited! All are welcome! 
 

OUR LADY OF GRACE CLUB 
ANNUAL FEAST & NOVENA 

Through Saturday, September 8th 
 

The Mother of Grace Club (located at 48 Washington 
Street in Gloucester) invites all members, friends, and 
parishioners of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport at both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish to join us for our Annual Feast in 
Honor of the Blessed Mother. Each day, now through 
September 6th, all are welcome to join us for the Holy 
Rosary at both 1:00pm and 7:00pm at the Mother of Grace 
Club. On Saturday, September 8th, all are welcome to 
join us for Mass at 8:00am in Saint Ann Church, followed 
by the Rosary and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
For more information, please contact Katie Fontana at 978
-283-7621. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
Need Prayers? 

 

Members of the Assisi Project, all around the world, 
ranging in age from 16 to 93, pray for those who ask for 
prayers. If you would like us to pray for you or your spe-
cial intention, please contact Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 
or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. For more information about 
the Assisi Project and its good work in our parishes, 
please see Father Jim; contact Cliff; or visit our website at 
assisiproject.com. Saint Francis of Assisi, pray for us! 
Saint Clare of Assisi, pray for us! Our Lady of Angels, 
pray for us! May the Lord give you peace! 

 

REBUILDING THE CHURCH 
____________________ 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
GRADE 2 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

Registration Now Underway! 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport offers 
a creative and innovative way for children to prepare for 
the Sacraments of Penance & Reconciliation (Confession) 
and First Holy Communion. Our program is designed to 
prepare both children and their parents for these sacra-
ments; to encourage lifelong relationships with Jesus 
Christ and the Church; and to help families grow together 
in prayer, fellowship, and service. 
 

Our program is simple and family-friendly! First, our top 
priority is to invite all families to attend one of our seven 
weekend Masses on a regular basis. Second, all second 
grade students and their parents, grandparents, or guard-
ians are asked to attend two 90 minute workshops during 
the fall season and three 90 minute workshops during the 
winter-spring seasons. Each of these “Faith & Family 
Workshops” is offered at three different times so that each 
family can choose which option works best for them. 
 

Our program begins during the weekend of October 12th-
13th! Calendars and registration forms are available on 
our website: ccgronline.com/formation. Forms can be 
returned by mail or hand-delivered to our parish offices 
(which are located at 74 Pleasant Street in Gloucester). If 
you have questions or need more information about 
youth faith formation in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Betsy Works at 978
-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All 
are invited! All are welcome! 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY 

Begins Tuesday, September 11th at 5:00pm 
 

Beginning on Tuesday, September 11th at 5:00pm in Saint 
Ann Church, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport’s Youth Choir & Music Ministry will begin its 
weekly meetings for fellowship and rehearsal. Our Youth 
Choir & Music Ministry welcomes new members, ranging 
in age from kindergarten through high school.  
 

Young musicians are also welcome to join us! Being a part 
of this ministry is a great way to make new friends! And it 
is a great way to participate more fully in the life of our 
parishes and to learn more about the teachings and tradi-
tions of the Catholic Church. For more information, 
please contact Patty Natti at pnatti@comcast.net or 978-
281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 
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OUR WEEKLY GIFTS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of August 25th—August 26th 

 

Weekly Offerings            $7,164.00 
 

Electronic Donations              $878.00 
 

Total Offerings            $8,042.00 
 

Second Collection                                                       N/A  

 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of August 25th—August 26th 

 

Weekly Offerings            $2,933.00  
 

Electronic Donations                 $80.00 
 

Total Offerings            $3,013.00 
 

Second Collection (Maintenance)                    $,2,381.00                                          
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation 
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were 
offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Sara Jean Tarr 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Jennie Grace 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of John S. Testaverde 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

In Memory of Myles & Elva Goulart Doyle 
Sanctuary Gifts· Saint Ann Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
sanctuary flowers, or sanctuary gifts in memory of a de-
ceased family member, friend, or loved one, please con-
tact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Thank you for your ongoing and generous support 
of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport! 
 

WESHARE 
Safe & Easy Electronic Giving.  

Learn more: ccgronline.com/news 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

SEPTEMBER 1—SEPTEMBER 9, 2018 

Saturday, September 1 Vigil· 22nd Sunday  

4:00pm· Saint Ann Anthony Testaverde 

6:00pm· OLGV Russell Kippen 

Sunday, September 2 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV John & Mary Garvey 

8:15am· Saint Ann Grace Veerman 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Cirilo de Jesus 

11:45am· OLGV Manuel F. Garcia, Jr. 

5:00pm· Saint Ann For All Victims of Abuse 

 22nd Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, September 3 
8:00am· OLGV 

Communion Service 

Tuesday, September 4 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Rosemarie & Salvatore Lupo 

Wednesday, September 5 
8:00am· OLGV  

Dana D’Amour 

Thursday, September 6 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Jack Landry 

Friday, September 7 
8:00am· OLGV John & Ada Pierce 

Saturday, September 8 
8:00am· Saint Ann Mary Sheldon 

Saturday, September 8 Vigil·  23rd Sunday 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Bessie Tortorici 

6:00pm· OLGV Lorenzo & Jennie Scola 

Sunday, September 9 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV The Mistretta Family 

8:15am· Saint Ann Salvatore Storniolo 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Gerard F. Boyle 

11:45am· OLGV Sebastião & Rosaria Lima 

5:00pm· Saint Ann The Vitale Family 


