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PASTOR’S CHALLENGE 
 

_____________________ 

 

Our Lady’s Grand Annual Collection 
 

OUR GOAL: $45,000· RAISED SO FAR: $26,777 
SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND! 

 

Earlier this month, I wrote to all parishioners at Our Lady of Good Voyage about our 
goal of raising $45,000 for this year’s Grand Annual Collection. This fundraising cam-
paign is a crucial component of our parish budget because it bridges the gap between 
the weekly offertory and our ongoing financial obligations. If we fail to reach our goal, 
it will be virtually impossible to balance our budget and it could threaten the long-term 
financial stability of our beloved parish.  
 

The Grand Annual Collection helps us to pay for the benefits and salaries of our pastor, 
senior priests, and hard-working pastoral team members (including maintenance staff 
and music ministers). It helps to pay for insurance premiums and utility bills. It helps to 
maintain, repair, and preserve our historic church, rectory, school, and parish hall. And 
it helps to support popular parish programs like adult and youth faith formation. 
 

Although part of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, we should all re-
member that Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish is both canonically and financially inde-
pendent. It maintains its own bank accounts and accounting procedures; and it remains 
completely and solely responsible for its own expenses, building maintenance, and pas-
toral programs. Every single penny raised by the Grand Annual Collection goes direct-
ly to Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. And every contribution, large or small, goes a 
long way toward helping us to meet our financial obligations and balance our parish 
budget for the current fiscal year.  
 

At this point, we have raised more than $26,777 or 60% of our goal. This is a solid start! 
Thank you! In order to balance our budget, however, we simply must reach our goal by 
the end of the fiscal year on June 30th. During the weekend of April 21st and 22nd, we 
will take up a second collection in support of the Grand Annual Collection. Donation 
envelopes are available in the church vestibule or from our parish office. Overall, our 
challenge is to raise another $20,000 in less than three months! This will require the joy-
ful participation and generous support of every single parishioner! If every person who 
worships at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church on a typical weekend gave $25 over the 
course of the next three months, we would not just meet but exceed our goal! 
 

As our Grand Annual Collection enters its final weeks, please join me in praying that 
each and every one of us, according to our means, will give as generously as possible to 
this all-important fundraising effort. Please also pray for me, our senior priests, and our 
pastoral team. And be assured always of our daily prayers for you and your family. 
May God bless you, your family, and all who live, work, and worship in Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish and the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport. Thank 
you in advance for your generous support! Peace and blessings to all! — Father Jim 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
 

_____________________ 

 

Our Good Shepherd & His Critics 
 

BY CLIFF GARVEY 
 

Almost twenty years ago, a classmate at Saint John Seminary challenged me for asking about 
an alternative Catholic perspective on moral theology beyond that preached by Pope John 
Paul II. It bothered me then (and it bothers me now) that many priests, deacons, and lay min-
isters leave our schools of theology knowing much about John Paul’s teachings on sexual eth-
ics (abortion, homosexuality, and marriage), but seemingly not nearly enough about the 
Church’s teachings on social justice (health care, poverty, and peacemaking). Perhaps more 
disturbing is a new trend among influential Catholic media personalities to label any per-
spective other than the late pope’s perspective as somehow unorthodox or even heretical. 
 

Consider, for example, how EWTN covers Pope Francis. The Eternal Word Television Net-
work (EWTN) was founded in 1981, promotes itself as the “Global Catholic Network,” and 
also owns the National Catholic Register and Catholic News Agency. It is perhaps best 
known for programs hosted by Mother Mary Angelica and Father Benedict Groeschel (both 
now deceased). Over the years, EWTN’s worldwide viewership has grown and its influence 
among many Catholics is considerable. Recently, EWTN has become increasingly political 
(almost partisan) in its editorial content, especially in its coverage of Pope Francis. 
 

Raymond Arroyo is the managing editor and lead news anchor at EWTN. Mr. Arroyo has no 
formal training in Church history, spirituality, or theology. He claims no experience in Chris-
tian service or parish ministry. But he is perhaps the most recognizable Catholic journalist in 
the United States. Unfortunately, he also appears regularly at partisan political conferences 
and on partisan political television shows. His own program, “The World Over,” often pro-
vides a forum for commentators who promote conspiracy theories and extreme views that 
are sometimes inconsistent with the Gospel’s message of love and mercy. In recent months, 
Mr. Arroyo has welcomed Sebastian Gorka, Laura Ingraham, and Michael Savage to his pro-
gram. These guests are all well known for their bombastic positions on the issues of the day. 
And each of them has openly ridiculed Pope Francis as being either a fool, liar, or heretic. 
 

On social media, Mr. Arroyo’s behavior is also troubling. He frequently promotes the scan-
dalous lie that Pope Francis is somehow causing confusion among believers by emphasizing 
love and mercy, care for the poor and sick, compassion for migrants and refugees, and out-
reach to our alienated brothers and sisters. Mr. Arroyo’s twitter feed is filled with posts that 
have little to do with the Catholic Church, but have a great deal to do with promoting a parti-
san political agenda. At this point, you may be wondering why EWTN is so biased toward 
one editorial and theological perspective when the Catholic Church contains such a rich and 
diverse tapestry of views? Why is Raymond Arroyo, whose network is accountable to our 
bishops, permitted to openly undermine Pope Francis? And why do many Catholics still sup-
port EWTN by watching or offering donations? Good questions. 
 

Here in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, our mission is to live the Gospel, 
share God’s love, and rebuild the Church. Our work is hard and it is good. But it is made 
more difficult by those who seek to tear down the Vicar of Christ because he does not es-
pouse a particular agenda. Pope Francis is not perfect. He speaks freely and spontaneously. 
He makes mistakes. He often publicly apologizes for those mistakes with contrition and hu-
mility. But his intentions are obviously good and holy. Pope Francis embodies the true spirit 
of the Good Shepherd. In this week’s gospel, Jesus says: “I am the good shepherd. I know my 
sheep and my sheep know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I will 
lay down my life for my sheep (John 10:14-15).” This week, let us pray for our good shepherd 
and his critics. May God bless Pope Francis with the courage, grace, and good health neces-
sary to lead an unruly flock to the gates of heaven. Amen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MARY 
MOTHER OF GOD, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 

____________________ 

 

SPRING DAY OF PRAYER & REFLECTION 
Saturday, May 5th· Begins at 8:00am 

 

Earlier this year, Pope Francis announced that the Memo-
rial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, 
should be celebrated annually on the Monday after Pente-
cost Sunday in churches throughout the world. In antici-
pation of this new feast and as part of our “Year for Voca-
tions,” all parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join 
the Legion of Mary, the Assisi Project, and their spiritual 
directors, Father Jim and Cliff Garvey, for “Mary: Mother 
of God, Mother of the Church” on Saturday, May 5th in 
Saint Anthony Chapel. 
 

During this four-hour morning retreat, we will explore the 
Blessed Virgin Mary’s twin vocations as “Mother of God” 
and “Mother of the Church.” This morning of prayer and 
reflection will proceed according to the following sched-
ule: Celebration of Holy Mass at 8:00am; First Reflection & 
Faith Sharing at 9:00am; Eucharistic Adoration & Rosary 
at 10:00am; Second Reflection & Faith Sharing at 11:00am; 
Angelus & Closing Prayers at 12:00pm. 
 

Throughout the morning, there will be scheduled breaks 
and time for faith sharing, fellowship, questions, and re-
freshments. Coffee, tea, and bottled water will be availa-
ble throughout the morning. After our closing prayers, all 
are invited to remain for a picnic lunch. During Mass, a 
collection will be taken in support of our adult faith for-
mation ministry. If you would like to join us for this spe-
cial morning of prayer and reflection in honor of our 
Blessed Mother, please contact Cliff Garvey at cgar-
vey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820 (so that we can plan 
adequately for food and drink). Please join us! All are in-
vited! All are welcome! Happy Easter! 
 

The Legion of Mary and the Assisi Project always wel-
come new members! For more information about these 
ministries and their good work in our parishes, please 
visit: ccgronline.com/fellowship or assisiproject.com. All 
are invited! All are welcome! Happy Easter! 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE LEGION OF MARY 
New Members Always Welcome! 

 

Each week, members of the Legion of Mary from both 
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Par-
ish reach out to our aged, disabled, homebound, and sick 
fellow parishioners. They visit people in their homes and 
apartments, hospitals, and nursing homes. They pray 
together, offer companionship, and share God’s love and 
mercy with those who are so often lonely and forgotten.  
 

Every Wednesday afternoon at 4:00pm, the Legion of 
Mary meets in our parish center (located at 74 Pleasant 
Street in Gloucester) to pray the Rosary, share their faith 
experiences, and participate in a period of formation un-
der the guidance of their spiritual directors. For more 
information about the Legion of Mary and its good work 
in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, 
please contact Sue Demetri at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com 
or leave a message at 978-281-4820. The Legion of Mary 
warmly welcomes new members! Please join us! 

 
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

New Members Always Welcome! 
 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes 
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm. 
And our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of 
our churches. The Food Pantry needs these items: 
 

Canned Fruits & Vegetables 
Canned Ham, Tuna & Beef Stew 

Tuna & Chicken Helper 
Chef Boyardee, Pasta & Sauce 

Pancake Mix & Syrup 
Hot & Cold Cereal· Hot Chocolate Mix 

Crackers, Jelly, Mayonnaise 
Boxed Macaroni & Cheese and Ramen Noodles 

 

Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our 
churches. Donations can be placed in the offertory basket 
or mailed to us. Checks should be made payable to the 
Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 4:00pm in Our La-
dy’s Hall. The Saint Vincent de Paul Society warmly wel-
comes new members and volunteers! For more infor-
mation, please contact Harry Miller at 978-281-2701 or 
Barbara Frontiero at Barbara.Frontiero@gortons.com. If 
you or your family need our assistance, please contact us 
at 978-281-8672. Thank you for your generous support! 
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Holy Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith 
community’s joy and the center of our life of prayer, fel-
lowship, and service. This spring season, after a year of 
prayer, preparation, and study, fifty-nine young disciples 
will receive the Body and Blood of the Risen Lord for the 
first time. Our annual celebrations of First Holy Commun-
ion begin next weekend. All parishioners are encouraged 
to be mindful of our upcoming schedule: 
 

Saint Ann Church 
Saturday, April 28th at 4:00pm Mass 

 

Saint Joachim Church 
Sunday, April 29th at 10:00am Mass 

 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
Sunday, May 6th at 11:45am Mass 

 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
Sunday, May 13th at 11:45am Mass 

 

For more information about youth faith formation in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please 
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. As we make final preparations for First Holy 
Communion, please pray for all of our young disciples, 
their parents, families, and catechists. Thank you for your 
ongoing prayers and support! 
 

THE WAY FOR KIDS 
Begins Saturday, May 5th at 4:00pm 

 

If you have a child, grandchild, or godchild who has com-
pleted the second grade but has not received the Sacra-
ments of Baptism and/or First Holy Communion, we 
have a special program just for them: “The Way for Kids.” 
Beginning on Saturday, May 5th from 4:00pm until 
5:45pm in Our Lady’s School, Betsy Works and a team of 
volunteers will lead a five-week series of workshops for 
young disciples who have not yet received the Sacra-
ments of Initiation. After each workshop, the children 
(and their families) will attend Mass at 6:00pm in Our La-
dy of Good Voyage Church. For more information about  
“The Way for Kids” or a registration form, please contact 
Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Please pray for our young disciples and their families! 
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
SPRING INTO SPRING 

Tuesday, May 1st at 6:30pm 
 

Established in 2005, the Holy Family Women’s Guild 
brings together women of all ages and backgrounds in 
prayer, fellowship, and service to our parish and commu-
nity. The Guild’s next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
May 1st at 6:30pm in Saint Ann Church Hall. All are in-
vited to join us as we “spring into spring” in celebration 
of the Kentucky Derby. All members and friends are en-
courage to wear their finest hats as we head to the races! 
Refreshments will be served! For more information about 
the Holy Family Women’s Guild and its good work in 
our parish, please contact Lydia Bertolino at 978-281-4279 
or bertolino4@msn.com. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

MOTHER’S DAY MASS FOR FAMILIES 
Saturday, May 12th at 4:00pm 

 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them; for it is such as 
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (Mt 19:14).” In 
response to the Lord’s call, all parents, grandparents, 
godparents, and children of all ages are invited to join 
Father Jim for our Mother’s Day Mass for families on Sat-
urday, May 12th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church. 
 

During Mass, Father Jim will preach about Mother’s Day 
and offer a special blessing for all mothers, families, and 
children. In addition, those who gather for this Mass will 
join the Legion of Mary in the Annual Crowning of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. As our Mother’s Day Mass for Fam-
ilies draws near, let us reaffirm that Mass is our class! 
Jesus is our Teacher! Mary is our Mother! And every fam-
ily that joins us is a gift from God! For more information, 
please contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
Need Prayers? 

 

Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Cliff, the Assisi Pro-
ject is a Fellowship of Franciscans in Spirit that seeks to 
live the Gospel of Christ through the inspiration of Saint 
Francis and Saint Clare of Assisi. Members of the Assisi 
Project live in North America, South America, Europe, 
and Africa. We range in age from 15 to 92. And we pray 
for all who ask for our prayers. If you would like our fel-
lowship to pray for you or your special intention, please 
contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. For more information about the Assisi Project, 
its upcoming programs, and its good work in our parish-
es, please join us online at assisiproject.com! May the Ris-
en Lord give you peace! 
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OUR WEEKLY GIFTS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of April 14th—April 15th 

 

Weekly Offerings            $5,770.00 
 

Electronic Donations              $878.00 
 

Total Offerings            $6,648.00 
 

Second Collection     N/A 

 

Grand Annual Collection        $43,405.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of April 14th— April 15th 

 

Weekly Offerings            $3,219.00  
 

Electronic Donations                 $80.00 
 

Total Offerings            $3,299.00 
 

Second Collection     N/A  

 

Grand Annual Collection                  $26,777.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested do-
nation for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of SPC Michael Grella 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Richard F. Reidy, Jr. 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Captain Rosario Grillo 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts in memory of a deceased family member, 
friend, or loved one, please contact Melissa Unis at 978-
281-4820 or office@ccgronline.com. Thank you for your 
generous support of the Catholic Community of Glouces-
ter & Rockport! May God bless you and your family! 
 

THE CATHOLIC VOICE 
Links to Catholic News & Information 

Learn more: ccgronline.com/news! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

APRIL 21—APRIL 29, 2018 

Saturday, April 21 Vigil· Good Shepherd Sunday  

4:00pm· Saint Ann Paul & Sofie Brancaleone 

6:00pm· OLGV Lee Harty 

Sunday, April 22 Good Shepherd Sunday 

7:00am· OLGV Helen & Donald Sutherland 

8:15am· Saint Ann Jennie Faye Lupo 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Virginia Frontiero 

11:45am· OLGV José Goulart 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 Fourth Week of Easter 

Monday, April 23 
8:00am· OLGV 

Phyllis Orlando 

Tuesday, April 24 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Reverend Myron Bullock 

Wednesday, April 25 
8:00am· OLGV 

Special Intention 

Thursday, April 26 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Diana Curley 

Friday, April 27 
8:00am· OLGV John Joyce 

Saturday, April 28 
8:00am· Saint Ann Intentions of the Assisi Project 

Saturday, April 28 Vigil·  Fifth Sunday of Easter  

4:00pm· Saint Ann First Holy Communion 

6:00pm· OLGV Captain Rosario Grillo 

Sunday, April 29 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

7:00am· OLGV Justine Surrette 

8:15am· Saint Ann Sara Jean Tarr 

10:00am· Saint Joachim First Holy Communion 

11:45am· OLGV Theresa Wilkins 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Monica Silva 


