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The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 
 
 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH & OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
 

 

We cordially invite you and your family to join us for the celebration of Holy Mass 
in celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

 

______________________________ 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24TH 

 

SAINT ANN CHURCH 
4PM & 6PM 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH 
4PM & MIDNIGHT 

 

 

______________________________ 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 

 

SAINT ANN CHURCH 
8:15AM 

 

SAINT JOACHIM CHURCH 
10:00AM 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH 
11:45AM 

 

PLEASE JOIN US! ALL ARE INVITED! ALL ARE WELCOME! 
PEACE & BLESSINGS TO ALL FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
 

_____________________ 

 

Our Advent Journey 
 

By Cliff Garvey 
 

Think back to the greatest journey of your life. Perhaps it was leaving home and living on your own for 

the first time. Perhaps it was a honeymoon. Perhaps it was a vacation with family or friends to some 

tropical paradise. Perhaps it was a pilgrimage to some holy place. Think about the new sites and new 

sounds of that journey. Think about the new challenges, new experiences, and new joys of that journey. 

Think about how the greatest journey of your life changed your life forever. Now think about that same 

journey with a heart closed to new experiences and a mind closed to new cultures and ideas. Now think 

about that journey with eyes closed to new landscapes or arms closed to the embrace of new friends or 

new love. Imagine the greatest journey of your life without its life-changing effects. 
 

Now imagine a whole life lived with a closed heart and a closed mind. Imagine a whole life lived with 

eyes closed to the joy right in front of us. Imagine a whole life lived closed to love and friendship. Imag-

ine a whole life that is unchanged by new experiences and new ideas. Imagine a whole life that is not 

renewed or transformed each year by the miracle of Christmas. Imagine a world where Mary says: “No, 

I am too young for this responsibility!” Imagine a world where Joseph says: “No, I am not taking care of 

someone else’s child!” Imagine a world where John the Baptist says: “No, I am not paving the way for 

anyone else!” Imagine a world where the shepherds say: “No, we are too busy to follow a star!” Imagine 

a world where the Magi say: “No, we are too important to share our riches with that poor child!” Imag-

ine a world where the apostles say: “No, we have nets to set and fish to catch!” Imagine a world where 

everyone’s mind is closed; where everyone’s heart is closed; where everyone says: “No!” 
 

Now think about our shared journey during this blessed season of Advent. The world offers the holiday 

shopping season. It begins the day after Halloween and races and roars until the last sale table has been 

picked clean on Christmas Eve. The world offers Black Friday, big box stores, crowded malls, cyber 

sales, too much noise, and way too much traffic. Meanwhile, the Church offers a stark contrast: no blink-

ing lights, no bling, no glitz, no sparkle. During Advent, God’s Church offers only a simple wreath, four 

candles, the warmth of each other’s kindness, and ultimately the greatest gift of all. During Advent, the 

Church offers us an opportunity to rediscover the life-changing experience of Christ’s birth at Christ-

mas. During Advent, the Church challenges us to rediscover how God intervenes into the darkness of 

human history; how God, the creator of all things, intervenes into our world and into our lives; how 

God, the master of the universe, humbles himself and is born among us a mere child, a poor child, a 

child born under unusual circumstances, a child who comes to save the world. 
 

Note the present tense! God intervenes! God humbles himself! God comes! God saves! It is real. It hap-

pens. And it is offered to us, here and now. We need not go on pilgrimage. We need not go on vacation. 

We need not leave Gloucester and Rockport. God comes to us! God comes to us as a child! God comes to 

us as a child who is all love and all mercy; all friendship and all goodness; all kindness and all patience. 

God comes to us just as he came to Mary, Joseph, and John the Baptist. God comes to us just as he came 

to the shepherds, the Magi, and all people of goodwill. God comes to each and every one of us, no mat-

ter where we live, no matter who we are, no matter what we’ve done in our lives. God asks us only to 

welcome him with open hearts, open minds, and a spirit of discovery. May our Advent journey lead us 

closer to the Christ Child, to God’s Holy Church, and to each other in a true spirit of prayer, fellowship, 

and service. May our Advent journey transform our lives and the lives of those we are called to love. 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU! 
CONFESSION & EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Thursdays, December 14th & December 21st 
 

The Holy Season of Advent is a time for prayer, penance, 
and preparation; a time to make ourselves ready for the 
Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ at Christmas. This Ad-
vent, all are invited to experience Christ’s boundless love 
and mercy through the Sacrament of Penance & Reconcili-
ation (Confession) and through prayerful adoration of the 
Lord’s Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament. On two 
Thursday evenings during Advent, December 14th and 
December 21st, from 6:00pm until 8:00pm, please join us 
for ‘The Light Is On For You!’ in Saint Ann Church. 
 

These special evenings of prayer and devotion will in-
clude Evening Prayer and Night Prayer from the Liturgy 
of the Hours, Eucharistic Adoration, Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament, and an opportunity for all who feel 
called to participate in the Sacrament of Penance & Recon-
ciliation (Confession). For some, this may be a time for 
sacramental confession. For some, it may be a time for 
silent prayer and reflection. And for some, it may be a 
time to begin or renew the journey of faith. Wherever you 
are on your spiritual journey, please join us! All are invit-
ed! All are welcome! For more information, please see Fa-
ther Jim before or after Mass; or contact him at 978-281-
4820 or  frjim@ccgronline.com. 

 

MOTHER OF GRACE CLUB 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

Saturday, December 16th· Begins at 6:00pm 
 

The Mother of Grace Club cordially invites all parishion-
ers, friends, and guests of the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport to its Annual Christmas Celebra-
tion on Saturday, December 16th at the Gloucester House 
Restaurant. A four-course dinner will begin at 6:00pm and 
will include a DJ and dancing! Tickets are $50 per person. 
For more information about the Mother of Grace Club and 
its good work in our parishes or to reserve tickets for the 
Annual Christmas Celebration, please contact Gus at 978-
559-6600; Katie at 978-283-7621; or Margaret at 978-281-
0012. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

OUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Saturday, December 16th 

Begins with Mass at 8:00am in Saint Ann Church 
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

PASTOR’S NOTES 
____________________ 

 

SPECIAL MESSAGE OF THANKS 
TO SOME VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE 

 

It is not possible to thank each and every parishioner who 
contributes their time, talent, and treasure to making our 
parishes such special places to love and serve the Lord. 
Nevertheless, on behalf of all parishioners, we owe a debt 
of sincere gratitude to some very special people for their 
hard work and dedication to Holy Family Parish and Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Parish. 
 

First, we thank the members of Our Lady’s Guild for 
their strong commitment and long hours in building fel-
lowship and raising funds for Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Parish. Last weekend, the Guild’s Annual Christmas Fair 
raised approximately $7,200 for the parish. Thanks to all 
Guild members, sweetbread bakers, and volunteers! 
 

Likewise, we thank the members of the Women’s Guild 
at Holy Family Parish for making the Annual Christmas 
Fair such a great success. This year, the fair raised ap-
proximately $22,000 for the parish. The Guild’s energy 
and enthusiasm for their work is both amazing and infec-
tious! So, whether you worship at Holy Family Parish or 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish, please offer a prayer of 
thanksgiving for Our Lady’s Guild and for the Holy Fam-
ily Women’s Guild. May God bless our volunteers and 
their families! Peace and blessings to all! — Father Jim 

 
SPECIAL MESSAGE OF THANKS  

TO SOME VERY MUSICAL PEOPLE 
 

Each week, our parishes are blessed with the gift of beau-
tiful music. Whether praying with us during the celebra-
tion of Mass, celebrating with us at weddings, grieving 
with us at funerals, or performing at special events 
throughout the year, our adult and youth music minis-
tries bless us by their dedication and good work. One of 
those special events is the Annual Advent & Christmas 
Concert. And last Sunday, more than two hundred pa-
rishioners and friends of the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport gathered in Saint Ann Church for 
this wonderful holiday tradition.  

 

On behalf of a truly grateful community, our deepest  
thanks go to Tom Misuraca, LuAnn Pallazola, Patty Nat-
ti, and Kathleen Adams for directing our adult and youth 
ministries in a program of choral and instrumental music 
that prepared our hearts to welcome the Christ Child at 
Christmas. It was a beautiful and breathtaking perfor-
mance! We also sincerely thank each and every member 
of our adult and youth music ministries for their ongoing 
gifts of time and talent. We thank God for the gift of mu-
sic in our parishes! And we thank God for all that you do 
for all of us! Peace and blessings to all! — Father Jim 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE LEGION OF MARY 
New Members Always Welcome! 

 

Each week, members of the Legion of Mary from both 
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish 
reach out to our aged, disabled, homebound, and sick fel-
low parishioners. They visit people in their homes and 
apartments, hospitals, and nursing homes. They pray to-
gether, offer companionship, and share God’s love and 
mercy with those who are so often lonely and forgotten.  
 

Each Wednesday afternoon at 4:00pm, the Legion of Mary 
meets in our parish center (located at 74 Pleasant Street in 
Gloucester) to pray the Rosary, share their faith experi-
ence, and participate in a period of formation under the 
guidance of their spiritual director. For more information 
about the Legion of Mary and its good work in our parish 
communities, please leave a message for Sue Demetri at 
978-281-4820 or contact her at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com. 
New members are always welcome! Please join us! 

 
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

New Members Always Welcome! 
 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes 
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm. 
And our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of our 
churches. The Food Pantry needs the following items: 
 

Canned Chicken, Ham, Stew, or Tuna 
Crackers· Canned Juice· Chicken or Tuna Helper 

Mayonnaise· Instant Potatoes·  Hot & Cold Cereals 
Canned Fruits & Vegetables· Apple Sauce 

Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup· Chef Boyardee 
Peanut Butter & Jelly· Jarred Pasta Sauce 

 

Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our 
churches and can be placed in the offertory basket or 
mailed to us. Checks should be made payable to the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. 
The Saint Vincent de Paul Society warmly welcomes new 
members and volunteers! For more information, contact 
Barbara Frontiero at Barbara.Frontiero@gortons.com or 
Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. For assistance, please con-
tact our Hotline at 978-281-8672. Thank you! 

 
HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

Find out! Join us: ccgronline.com/fellowship! 
Live the Gospel. Share God’s love. Rebuild the Church. 

 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 
OF FIRST PENANCE & RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, December 16th at 11:00am 
 

This year, sixty-one of our youngest fellow parishioners 
from both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish are preparing for the Sacrament of First 
Holy Communion. Next Saturday, December 16th at 
11:00am in Saint Ann Church, these young disciples will 
participate for the first time in the Sacrament in Penance 
& Reconciliation (Confession). As our sacramental prepa-
rations continue, please pray for our students, their fami-
lies, and all catechists and volunteers! For more infor-
mation about youth faith formation, please contact Betsy 
Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Saturday, January 4th at 4:00pm Mass 

 

Each year, the Catholic Church celebrates the Season of 
Christmas from December 25th through the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord on January 8th. During Christmas-
time, we commemorate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; the choir of angels praising God in heaven; the call  
of the shepherds; and the adoration of the Magi with 
their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

As part of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-
port’s celebration of the Christmas Season, we invite chil-
dren from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to participate in our Youth Christmas Pag-
eant on Saturday, January 6th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann 
Church. This dramatization of the Nativity of the Lord 
depends on the participation of young angels and shep-
herds, along with those interested in playing the roles of 
the Magi and the Holy Family. 
 

If your child, grandchild, or godchild would like to par-
ticipate in this wonderful holiday tradition, please contact 
Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com; or Sue Demetri 
at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com. Betsy and Sue can also be 
reached by phone at 978-281-4820. Please join us! All are 
invited! All are welcome! 
 

YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISRY 
Tuesdays at 5:00pm· Saint Ann Church 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s 
Youth Choir & Music Ministry meets for rehearsal every 
Tuesday at 5:00pm in Saint Ann Church. The Youth 
Choir, along with an ensemble of talented young instru-
mentalists, performs every weekend during Mass. Our 
youth music ministry is a great way to make new friends 
and participate in the life of our parishes! For more infor-
mation, please contact Patty Natti at 978-281-4820 or 
pnatti@comcast.net. Please join us! All are welcome! 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of December 2nd—December 3rd 

 

Weekly Offerings            $5,673.00 
 

Electronic Donations              $878.00 
 

Total Offerings            $6,551.00 
 

Second Collection (Flowers)                       $2,836.00 

 

Saint Ann Church Restoration      $223,389.00   
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of December 2nd—December 3rd 

 

Weekly Offerings            $2,739.00  
 

Electronic Donations                 $80.00 
 

Total Offerings             $2,819.00 
 

Second Collection (Flowers)                                $1,356.00 

 

Grand Annual Collection                   $12,594.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested do-
nation for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Angelina & Phyllis Toppan 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Francis J. Sullivan 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Carleton & Richard Duwart 
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

In Memory of Deceased Members of the Bendick Family 
Sanctuary Gifts· Saint Ann Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts for a special intention or in memory of a 
deceased friend or loved one, please contact Melissa Unis 
at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you for 
your generous support of the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family Parish and Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Parish! May God bless you and 
your family — now and always! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

DECEMBER 9—DECEMBER 17, 2017 

Saturday, December 9 Vigil· Second Sunday of Advent  

4:00pm· Saint Ann Vincenzo Terranova 

6:00pm· OLGV Antonio & Jennie Marino 

Sunday, December 10 Second Sunday of Advent 

7:00am· OLGV Herman Surrette 

8:15am· Saint Ann Gertrude Oliver 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Gerald O’Connor 

11:45am· OLGV Maria Madalena Silva 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 Second Week of Advent 

Monday, December 11 
8:00am· OLGV 

Michael & Salvatore LoGrande 

Tuesday, December 12 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Gloria Burnham 

Wednesday, December 13 
8:00am· OLGV 

Ninfa & Gaetano Trupiano 

Thursday, December 14 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Charles E. Works 

Friday, December 15 
8:00am· OLGV Augusta Panos 

Saturday, December 16 
8:00am· Saint Ann Pauline Piscitello 

Saturday, December 16 Vigil· Third Sunday of Advent  

4:00pm· Saint Ann Adam McCalla 

6:00pm· OLGV Rose Testaverde 

Sunday, December 17 Third Sunday of Advent 

7:00am· OLGV Michael E. Trainor 

8:15am· Saint Ann Salvatore & Grazia Storniolo 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Salvatore Loiacano & Family 

11:45am· OLGV Cynthia Loiacano 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Matteo & Vincenza Cusumano 


