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GROWING YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 

_____________________ 

 

CATHOLIC KIDS CAMP: 
PARADE AROUND THE OUR FATHER 

Winter School Vacation· Begins Tuesday, February 21st at 8:00am 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 
through 11) are invited to participate in our next Catholic Kids Camp: Parade Around the Our Father 
from Tuesday, February 21st through Friday, February 24th from 8:00am until 12:00pm at Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Church. During this exciting week of prayer and fellowship, children will learn 
about the Lord’s Prayer through active and engaged participation in games, music, skits, and craft 
projects. Here’s the schedule for the week: 
 

Day I: Tuesday, February 21st 
God Listens 

 

Day II: Wednesday, February 22nd 
God Provides 

 

Day III: Thursday, February 23rd 
God Forgives 

 

Day IV: Friday, February 24th 
God Guides 

 

Each day of our Catholic Kids Camp will begin with Mass at 8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church. All parents, grandparents, and guardians are welcome to join us! After Mass, Betsy Works 
and a team of volunteers will lead the children to Our Lady’s School for a faith-filled and fun-filled 
morning of activities, learning, and good times with friends both old and new. Catholic Kids Camp 
is a fun, exciting, and educational program that your children and grandchildren will love! 
 

The tuition for this innovative youth faith formation program during the winter school vacation is 
just $25 per child for the entire week! Scholarships are available for those families who cannot afford 
tuition. Also, adults and older children (ages 12 and up) are welcome to join us as volunteers and 
will be much appreciated! For more information about our next Catholic Kids Camp: Parade Around 
the Our Father, please contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. Please join 
us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

REGISTRATION FORMS ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com/formation! 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
 

_____________________ 

 

BECOMING THE BELOVED OF GOD 
 

By Cliff Garvey 
 

According to tradition, Saint Francis of Assisi once said: “Above all the graces and gifts that Christ gives to his 
beloved is that of overcoming self.” Saint Francis means that the greatest grace in life is the ability to sacrifice 
self-interest for the love of God and neighbor. It means that we are called, by God and for God’s sake, to love 
Him and to love others more than we love ourselves. For most of us, answering the call to love is very difficult, 
especially in a culture that emphasizes self-interest and self-satisfaction above all else. And yet, this call to love 
is the ultimate challenge of discipleship and the gospel life. 
 

If we seek to become disciples, to live the gospel, and to fulfill our vocation to love, then let us begin in earnest. 
If we seek to set aside self-interest for God and for others, then we must learn who we are, what we want, what 
we have to give, and what we are called to give up. We must begin by asking ourselves this difficult question: 
“Who am I?” In his book, “Spiritual Direction: Wisdom for the Long Walk of Faith”, Father Henri Nouwen, one 
of the most influential spiritual writers of the twentieth century, explains that in a busy, complicated, and stress-
ful world, we sometimes lose track of our most basic spiritual identity. We become overwhelmed by the petty 
tyrannies of the world: ambition, finances, gossip, health, traffic, work, and the competing demands of family, 
friends, and making ends meet. And when we become overly distracted by these things, we can forget that we 
are beloved children of God and we sometimes seek solace in the often sinful temptations of the world. 
 

Father Nouwen reassures us that this need not happen. He reminds us that our deepest value and truest identity 
is affirmed by the simple but profound truth that God loves us. Reflecting on the Baptism of the Lord, Nouwen 
reminds us that like Jesus, we, too, are the “beloved” of God. He writes: “As a Christian, I am firmly convinced 
that the decisive moment in Jesus’s public life was his baptism, when he heard the divine affirmation, ‘You are 
my Beloved on whom my favor rests.’ In this core experience, Jesus is reminded in a deep, deep way of who he 
really is.” According to Father Nouwen, within each person is an “inner voice of love” that seeks to remind us 
that we, too, are among the beloved of God; and that we should listen to this divine voice, rather than seek pass-
ing comfort in some worldly passion or vice.  
 

All too often, however, we listen instead to the world. The noise of the world can easily overwhelm the soft 
voice of God that speaks to us in the silence and stillness of our hearts. We seem deaf toward the divine voice 
that speaks with a love that is boundless and a mercy that is beyond measure. The only cure for this spiritual 
deafness is the “discipline of prayer.” Father Nouwen writes: “I have come to define prayer as listening to that 
voice, to the one that calls me beloved...The discipline of prayer is to constantly go back to the truth of who we 
are and claim it for ourselves. My life is rooted in my spiritual identity. We must go back to our first love, back 
regularly to that place of core identity.” In this way, prayer is the act of listening for God’s gentle voice: a voice  
that speaks to us with love and places that love at the core of our human identity. 
 

Earlier this week throughout the world, the Catholic Church celebrated the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. In 
the Gospel for that day, we heard how the Father spoke from heaven: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased (Matthew 3:17).” And in this Sunday’s Gospel, we are reminded of Jesus’s baptism and the Father’s 
love for him. Of course, we know that Jesus is the Son of God and that we are merely human beings. Each of us 
suffers from the primal wound. Each of us sometimes fails to embrace our “belovedness” in the eyes of God. We 
sometimes fail to embrace the love that is God’s gift to us. We fall short of being the person who we are called to 
be. And we sometimes fail to do what we are called to do — to love God and neighbor. 
 

Despite these shortcomings, we are invited to return again and again to the discipline of prayer that always 
leads back to God, to God’s great love for us, and to the “belovedness” at the center of our human identity. 
Sometimes prayer will console us. Sometimes prayer will challenge us. Sometimes prayer will inspire joy. And 
sometimes prayer will demand penance and reconciliation. And yet whenever we pray, we return to the central 
truth of God’s endless love for us, for each one of us, at all times, no matter what. In addition, when we embrace 
God’s love for us, we become better equipped to live the Gospel, to share God’s love without counting the cost, 
and to rebuild the Church, one soul at a time. As Saint Francis said so long ago: “Above all the graces and gifts 
that Christ gives to his beloved is that of overcoming self.” Let us, then, begin the spiritual journey. Let us be-
come the beloved of God by our every thought, word, and deed. 
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THE ASSISI PROJECT 
____________________ 

 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
TENTH ANNUAL FALL PILGRIMAGE 

November 3rd-November 11th 
 

For the tenth consecutive year, Father Jim, Cliff Garvey, 
and the Assisi Project are sponsoring a week-long, small-
group pilgrimage to Assisi, Italy. Each year, our pilgrims 
have literally walked in the footsteps of Saint Francis and 
Saint Clare. This year, from November 3rd through No-
vember 11th, we will journey again to Assisi and to the 
Franciscan Sanctuary at La Verna. 
 

Each morning, we will begin with Morning Prayer from 
the Liturgy of the Hours and Mass. Father Jim celebrates 
Masses at the Basilica of Saint Francis, the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Angels, the Carceri Hermitage, and the Sanctu-
ary at La Verna. Each afternoon, our pilgrims will have 
the free time and guidance to explore Assisi at their own 
pace and to visit its many churches, cafes, museums, and 
shops. Each evening, we will gather for supper, followed 
by Evening Prayer, a reflection, and faith sharing. 
 

As a fellowship of pilgrims, we will explore the historic 
Basilicas of Saint Francis and Saint Clare. Each of these 
great basilicas contains the tombs of the saints, holy rel-
ics, priceless frescoes and other works of art, along with  
quiet chapels for personal prayer and worship. We will 
also visit the Basilica of Saint Rufino, where Francis and 
Clare were baptized; the Church of Saint Damian where 
Christ spoke to Francis and hastened his conversion; the 
Carceri Hermitage where Francis and his first followers 
retreated for prayer and contemplation; and the chapel 
known as the Porziuncola, which is considered the home 
church of the worldwide Franciscan community.  
 

In addition, we will spend leisurely afternoons in and 
around the Piazza del Commune, Assisi’s city center, 
with its ancient Roman temple (now a Catholic Church), 
sidewalk cafes, restaurants, and shops. Our more adven-
turous pilgrims will also have a chance to visit the Rocca 
Maggiore, the great medieval fortress with its stunning 
views of Assisi, the Spoleto Valley, and Mount Subasio. 
And finally, we will travel to La Verna, the mountain 
sanctuary in Tuscany, where Saint Francis received the 
stigmata (the five wounds of the Crucified Christ). At La 
Verna, we will celebrate Mass, have lunch, and partici-
pate in the daily procession that commemorates how 
Saint Francis received the stigmata. 
 

The cost of this extraordinary pilgrimage is $3,399 per 
person and includes roundtrip airfare & fees; ground 
transportation (except personal taxis); guest house ac-
commodations (single room & bathroom); and all meals. 
For more information, please contact Cliff Garvey at 
cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820; or join us 
online at assisiproject.com. Space is limited! Please join 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

A PRAYER VIGIL FOR AMERICA 
Friday, January 20th· Begins at 12:00pm 

 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join us for 
“A Prayer Vigil for America” on Friday, January 20th be-
ginning at 12:00pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. 
Our vigil will begin with Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment and Daytime Prayer. At 1:00pm, we will pray the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary. At 3:00pm, we 
will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet. And at 6:00pm, we 
will conclude with Evening Prayer and Benediction. 
 

In addition, Father Jim will hear confessions from 5:00pm 
until 6:00pm. All are welcome to join us for all or just part 
of this special day of quiet devotion, prayer, and worship 
for the intentions of peace, justice, and unity in our be-
loved country. For more information, please see Father 
Jim before or after Mass; or contact him at 978-281-4820 or 
frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are invited! All 
are welcome!  
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! New Members Welcome! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes 
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm.  
 

Our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable foods. 
Donation baskets are located at the entrances of our 
churches. The Food Pantry needs the following items: 
canned chicken, ham, soup, stew, or tuna; peanut butter & 
jelly; pasta & jarred sauce; boxed cookies or crackers;  hot 
& cold cereals; pancake mix & syrup; canned juices; may-
onnaise; and other non-perishable canned goods. 
 

Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our 
churches and can be placed in the offertory basket or 
mailed to the parish center. Checks should be made pay-
able to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are 
held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm. 
New members and volunteers are always welcome! For 
more information, please contact Annette Kennedy at 978-
283-1268 or Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. For assistance, 
please contact the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Hotline at 
978-281-8672. Thank you! 
 

FOLLOW US ONLINE! 
 

When you follow us at ccgronline.com, you can be among 
the first to read our pastor’s message and weekly newslet-
ter, and receive the latest news about what’s happening in 
our parishes by e-mail! Just click the “follow” button! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY PENNY SALE 
Monday, January 16th at 7:00pm 

 

All are invited to join the Holy Name Society of Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Parish for a “Penny Sale” on Monday, 
January 16th beginning at 7:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. As 
always, the “Penny Sale” will feature great prizes, a 50-50 
raffle, delicious homemade sweet bread, along with other 
homemade food and snacks. Donations will be gratefully 
accepted at our parish office (74 Pleasant Street). For more 
information, please contact Matt Parisi at 978-281-4820 or  
mparisi@gmail.com. Please join us! All are welcome!  

 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
TENTH ANNIVERSARY (2007-2017) 

Saturday, January 28th at 8:00am 
 

Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Cliff Garvey, the As-
sisi Project is an international fellowship of “Franciscans 
in Spirit” with friends and followers in the United States, 
Canada, Europe, and Africa. We are dedicated to helping 
adults of all ages more faithfully live the Gospel of Christ 
in the spirit of Saint Francis and Saint Clare of Assisi. Be-
ginning at 8:00am on January 28th, the Assisi Project will 
now meet on the last Saturday of each month in Saint Ann 
Church for Mass, formation, and fellowship. If you are 
interested in growing closer to Christ and learning more 
about Saint Francis of Assisi, please prayerfully consider 
joining us! You do not need to travel with us to Assisi to 
be part of the Assisi Project! All are invited! All are wel-
come! For more information, please contact Cliff Garvey 
at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or at 978-281-4820. May the 
Lord give you peace, now and always! 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
RCIA & ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Begins Sunday, January 29th 
 

If you are an adult (age 18 and over) and have not re-
ceived the Sacraments of Baptism, First Penance & Recon-
ciliation (Confession), First Eucharist, or Confirmation in 
the Roman Catholic Church, then please prayerfully con-
sider joining our adult faith formation fellowship which 
will meet on Sunday mornings after the 8:15am Mass be-
ginning on January 29th in Saint Ann Parish House.  
 

Over the course of the next four months, our program will 
meet regularly (for approximately one hour) to prepare 
interested adults for reception into the Catholic Church at 
the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 15th. We will learn 
about the teachings and traditions of the Church and ad-
dress the challenge of living a life of faith in the modern 
world. If you or someone you love would like to join us in 
preparing for the Sacraments of God’s Holy Church, then 
please contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome 

 

GROWING YOUNG DISCIPLES 
____________________ 

 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION PROGRAM 

Begins February 5th! Registration Underway! 
 

For too many teenagers, the Sacrament of Confirmation 
has sadly become a kind of graduation from the Catholic 
Church, rather than the joyful beginning of life as an 
adult disciple in the Church. We hope to end this tragic 
ambivalence by transforming sacramental preparation 
into an engaging process for the whole family.  
 

First, we will place primary focus on attending Mass. For 
more than a century, the Church has asked every parish 
to offer a sacramental preparation program for children. 
During recent decades, however, we have neglected to 
remind parents of their baptismal promise to be the first 
teachers of their children in all matters related to faith 
and morals; and that the most important component of 
that responsibility is attending Mass as a family. In our 
increasingly busy world, it has become common for par-
ents to entrust their children to us for an hour of instruc-
tion, but not join us for Mass each weekend. So, we will 
continue to ask parents to dedicate one hour each week 
to their child’s religious education by joining us for Mass! 
 

In addition, all high school students (beginning in ninth 
grade) are invited to participate in our two-year program 
of formation that will prepare them to receive the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation. During the first year, students will 
participate in a series of six interactive workshops about 
the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church. 
These sessions will begin on Sunday, February 5th. Dur-
ing the second year, students will participate in addi-
tional workshops and a mini-retreat designed to help 
them grow in prayer, fellowship, and service; to prepare 
them to receive the Gifts of the Holy Spirit; and to jump-
start their lives as faith-filled young adult disciples. 
 

If your child is now in high school and wants to prepare 
for the Sacrament of Confirmation, please complete a 
registration form and return as soon as possible! Regis-
tration forms are available at ccgronline.com/formation. 
For more information about youth faith formation in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please 
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

Finally, all parishioners are reminded that the Very Rev-
erend Mark O’Connell, Auxiliary Bishop for the North 
Region of the Archdiocese of Boston, will join us for the 
celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation on Satur-
day, January 21st at 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church; and on 
Saturday, February 4th at 6:00pm in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church. As our celebrations of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation approach, please pray for our candidates 
and their catechists, parents, sponsors, and families!  
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of January 7th—January 8th 

 

Weekly Offerings            $2,458.00 
 

Electronic Donations              $878.00 
 

Total Offerings            $3,336.00 
 

Second Collection                                                    -0- 
 

Saint Ann Church Restoration       $193,051.00   
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of January 7th—January 8th 

 

Weekly Offerings           $1,325.00 
 

Electronic Donations                     -0- 
 

Total Offerings           $1,325.00 
 

Second Collection (Maintenance)           $1,629.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection       $21,230.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The re-
quested donation for altar gifts is $175. And the re-
quested donation for a sanctuary candle is $25. This 
week, donations were offered for the following inten-
tions: 

 

In Memory of Leonardo & Caterina Russo 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of William & Grace Budrow 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Mary Ann Poole 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Zachary Marr 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating a sanctuary candle 
or sanctuary gifts in memory of a deceased friend or 
loved one, please contact Melissa Unis at 978-281-4820 or   
office@ccgronline.com. Thank you for your generous 
support of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport at Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish! May God bless you and your family with 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

JANUARY 14—JANUARY 22, 2017 

Saturday, January 14 Vigil· Second Sunday 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Alice & George Parker 

6:00pm· OLGV John Orlando & Family 

Sunday, January 15 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Helen & Donald Sutherland 

8:15am· Saint Ann Elizabeth “Betty” Lafata 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Peter Ciaramitaro 

11:45am· OLGV Sandra E. Sears 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 Second Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, January 16 
8:00am· OLGV 

Colonel Donald J. McCarthy 

Tuesday, January 17 
8:00am· Saint Joachim W. Michael Ryan 

Wednesday, January 18 
8:00am· OLGV 

Gabriele & Orsola Ferrante 

Thursday, January 19 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Robert Auwerda 

Friday, January 20 
8:00am· OLGV Muriel Stack 

Saturday, January 21 
8:00am· Saint Ann  Special Intention 

Saturday, January 21 Vigil· Third Sunday 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Sacrament of Confirmation 

6:00pm· OLGV Special Intention for Sage Cooke 

Sunday, January 22 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Analia Vadala 

8:15am· Saint Ann Leonardo & Caterina Russo 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Special Intention for Mary Dorman Cooper 

11:45am· OLGV Francesco & Pina Passalacqua 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


