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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
_____________________ 

 

THE CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 
 

The Proclamation of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord at Christmas from the Roman Martyrology is 
based on sacred scripture and formally declares the birth of the Christ Child. The Christmas Proclamation 
begins with the creation of the world and relates the Lord’s birth with major events in human history. Those 
events help us to appreciate the birth of Jesus within the broad context of salvation history. On Christmas 
Eve, December 24th, the Proclamation is recited as part of the Liturgy of the Hours and may also be an-
nounced at Mass. So, let us raise our hearts and voices in prayer as we proclaim the birth of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ to the whole world! Merry Christmas! 
 

The twenty-fifth day of December, 
when ages beyond number had run their course from the creation of the world, 

when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, 
and formed man in his own likeness; 

when century upon century had passed  
since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood, 

as a sign of covenant and peace; 
in the twenty-first century since Abraham, 

our father in faith, came out of Ur of the Chaldees; 
in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel 

were led by Moses in the Exodus from Egypt; 
around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; 

in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; 
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

in the year seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome; 
in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, 

the whole world was at peace, 
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 

desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence, 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

and when nine months had passed since his conception, 
was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man: 

the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 
 

Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests! 

 

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace,  
have mercy on us and on the whole world! Amen! Amen! 
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
____________________ 

 

A RADICAL CHRISTMAS WELCOME 
 

As a child, I grew up in a household infused with religious belief and practice. As a family, we at-
tended Mass on a weekly basis. We said grace before meals. We even prayed the Rosary together. 
And as a young adult, I volunteered with our parish’s youth faith formation program. For me, the 
Catholic Church has always been a place of peace, a consolation during times of trial, and a second 
home. Sadly, we know that many people of faith and goodwill do not feel this way. During the past 
few decades, all too many people have left the Catholic Church behind. Some feel unable to join us 
for Mass for cultural, familial, financial, or personal reasons. Others simply feel unwelcome for rea-
sons related to their marital status, sexual orientation, or simple lack of knowledge about the teach-
ings and traditions of the Church. 
 

At Christmas, however, many of our brothers and sisters in faith come home to the Church to expe-
rience again the miraculous joy of that holy night when God humbled himself and was born among 
us as a poor child. Even if for just one Christmas Mass, they come in search of peace, consolation, 
and meaning in their lives. They come in search of something that the world cannot offer: God’s 
endless love, intimate friendship, and boundless mercy. Whether they know it or not, they are 
called by the Lord to join us & to hopefully find their place again in the Church, our spiritual home. 
 

For some time now, I have been thinking and praying about Pope Francis, his message of mercy 
and inclusiveness; and his outreach to the poor, especially the poor in spirit. I have been praying 
for those among us, friends and family members, who might feel excluded from the beauty of our 
shared faith, the richness of our traditions, and the spirit of our parish life. When I became your 
pastor more than two years ago, one of my first decisions was to ensure that every announcement 
about every event or program in our parishes included this message: “All are welcome!” However, 
I have never fully explained what that means and to whom it applies. So, here goes! 
 

Let’s be clear. The celebration of Holy Mass is the source and summit of our community’s joy and 
its life of prayer, fellowship, and service. All are welcome to join us for Mass and to participate in 
Holy Communion in accordance with a personal examination of conscience and the teachings of 
the Roman Catholic Church. In this spirit, all are welcome means just that: “All are welcome!” So, 
whether you are a sinner or a saint, all are welcome! Whether you attend Mass every day, every 
week, or just every so often, all are welcome! Whether you know the difference between an Apos-
tolic Letter and an Apostolic Exhortation, all are welcome! Whether you are healthy, living with a 
chronic illness, or suffering from a terminal illness, all are welcome! Whether you are fat or skinny 
or somewhere in between, all are welcome! Whether you are rich or poor or somewhere in be-
tween, all are welcome! Whether you are young or old or middle-aged like me, all are welcome! 
Whether you are single, married, or divorced, all are welcome! Whether you are straight, gay, or 
not so sure, all are welcome! Again and again and again, all are welcome means all are welcome! 
 

Like Pope Francis, Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) was blessed with the heart of a true shepherd of 
souls. Bonhoeffer was a pastor who spoke out against Adolph Hitler and Nazism; and he paid for it 
with his life. In a meditation written from prison, Bonhoeffer challenges us to engage in a radical 
welcome to all who seek comfort and consolation during dark times. He writes: “Jesus stands at the 
door knocking (Rev 3:20). In total reality, he comes in the form of the beggar, of the dissolute hu-
man child in ragged clothes, asking for help. He confronts you in every person that you meet. As 
long as there are people, Christ will walk the earth as your neighbor, as the one through whom 
God calls you, speaks to you, and makes demands on you...Christ is standing at the door; he lives 
in the form of a human being among us. Do you want to close the door or open it?” This Christmas 
and beyond, let us learn from Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Pope Francis. Let us live the Gospel, share it 
with love, and rebuild the Church. Let us open wide the doors of our churches and our hearts! And 
let us exclaim with one voice for the glory of God, forever and always: “All are welcome!” 
 

Peace and blessings to all for a Merry Christmas, 
Father Jim 
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GROWING YOUNG DISCIPLES 
____________________ 

 

A MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS 
“PROMISES WE MAKE TO OUR CHILDREN” 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters! In our catechesis on the family, 
we must consider the promises that we make to our chil-
dren by bringing them into the world. The greatest of 
these promises is love; every child trusts that he or she 
will be loved and cared for. When that promise is broken, 
the result is a scandal that Jesus condemns, telling us that 
their guardian angels in heaven stand in God’s presence. 
(see Matthew 18:10).  
 

The Church, through the Sacrament of Baptism, also 
makes promises to our children: promises to be kept by 
parents and the Christian community as a whole. In ex-
periencing human love, each child comes to sense the 
presence of a God who loves children. It is important for 
us to foster this mysterious relationship by leaving room 
for God in their young lives.  
 

Parents, in and through the love they show for their chil-
dren, help them to appreciate their identity and their 
uniqueness as sons and daughters of God. Jesus teaches 
us to become like little children; so in protecting our chil-
dren and protecting the family, may we keep the great 
promise which God has given to us, in them and through 
them, to our human family. 
 

POPE FRANCIS 
PRAYER FOR FAMILIES 

 

God and Father of us all, 
in Jesus your Son and our Savior, 

You have made us your sons and daughters 
in the family of the Church. 

May Your grace and love help families 
in every part of the world be united to one another 

in fidelity to the Gospel. 
May the example of the Holy Family, 

with the aid of Your Holy Spirit, 
guide all families, especially those most troubled, 

to be homes of communion and prayer, 
and to always seek Your truth  

and live in Your love. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Saint Ann, pray for us! 
Saint Joachim, pray for us! 
Saint Anthony, pray for us! 

Our Lady of Good Voyage, pray for us! 
 

FOLLOW POPE FRANCIS ONLINE! 
 

Website: Vatican.va | news.va/en 
Twitter: @pontifex | Instagram: @franciscus 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
CALLING YOUNG DISCIPLES 

 

As parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Boston and 
beyond reimagine their youth faith formation programs, 
it is important to remember that all children and teenag-
ers are invited to participate in the life of our parishes: as 
altar servers, as players in our upcoming youth pageant, 
and as singers or instrumentalists in our youth music 
ministry. These are not just seasonal events but formative 
opportunities for children of all ages to gather in prayer; 
to learn about the teachings and traditions of the Church; 
and to live their faith in a true spirit of prayer, fellowship, 
and service. For more information, please contact Father 
Jim at 978-281-4820 or Betsy at bworks@ccgronline.com. 
 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Saturday, December 31st at 4:00pm Mass 

 

Each year, the Catholic Church celebrates the Season of 
Christmas from December 25th through the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord. During Christmastime, we commem-
orate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ; the choir of 
angels praising God in heaven; the call  of the shepherds; 
and the adoration of the Magi with their gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

As part of our celebration of Christmas, we invite the chil-
dren of our parish communities to participate in our 
Youth Christmas Pageant during the 4:00pm Vigil Mass 
on Saturday, December 31st in Saint Ann Church. This 
annual dramatization of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ depends on the participation of young angels and 
shepherds, along with those interested in playing the role 
of the Magi and the Holy Family. 
 

If your child, grandchild, or godchild would like to partic-
ipate in this wonderful holiday tradition, please contact 
Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com; or Sue Demetri 
at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com. Both Betsy and Sue can also 
be reached by phone at 978-281-4820. Please join us! All 
are invited! All are welcome! 
 

YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISRY 
Tuesdays at 5:00pm· Saint Ann Church 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport Youth 
Choir & Music Ministry meets for practice and rehearsal 
every Tuesday afternoon at 5:00pm in Saint Ann Church. 
The Youth Choir, along with an ensemble of talented 
young instrumentalists, sings every weekend during 
Mass at one of our three churches. Singing in the choir is a 
great way to make new friends and participate in the life 
of our parishes! For more information, please contact Pat-
ty Natti at pnatti@comcast.net or leave a message by call-
ing 978-281-4820. New members are always welcome! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
LAST CALL: RCIA & ADULT CONFIRMATION 

 

If you are an adult (age 18 and over) and have not re-
ceived the Sacraments of Baptism, First Penance & Recon-
ciliation (Confession), First Eucharist, and/or Confirma-
tion in the Roman Catholic Church, then please prayerful-
ly consider joining our adult faith formation fellowship 
which will meet on Sunday mornings after the 8:15am 
Mass beginning on January 28th in Saint Ann Parish 
House. All books and materials will be provided. 
 

Over the course of the next four months, our program will 
meet regularly (for approximately on hour) to prepare 
interested adults for reception into the Catholic Church at 
the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 15th. We will learn 
about the teachings and traditions of the Church and ad-
dress the challenge of living a life of faith in the modern 
world. If you or someone you love would like to join us in 
preparing for the Sacraments of God’s Holy Church, then 
please contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are wel-
come! Merry Christmas! 
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! New Members Welcome! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes 
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm. 
And our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of our 
churches. The Food Pantry needs the following items: 
 

Canned Chicken, Ham, Stew, or Tuna 
Crackers· Canned Juice· Chicken or Tuna Helper 

Mayonnaise· Instant Potatoes· Hot & Cold Cereals 
Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup· Chef Boyardee 

Peanut Butter & Jelly· Jarred Pasta Sauce 
 

Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our 
churches and can be placed in the offertory basket or 
mailed to the parish center. Checks should be made paya-
ble to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held 
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm. New 
members and volunteers are always welcome! For more 
information, please contact Annette Kennedy at 978-283-
1268 or Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. For assistance, 
please contact the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Hotline at 
978-281-8672. Thank you! Merry Christmas! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline! 

 

DAILY PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 
____________________ 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR PRAYER 
Join us: ccgronline.com/prayer! 

 

Each day, all are invited to join us for a few moments of 
prayer and reflection at ccgronline.com/prayer. Our web-
site features links to the Saint of the Day, Sharing the 
Word, and Sunday Soundbites, which are 90 second re-
flections based on the daily Mass readings and the lives 
of the saints. Our website also features an easy-to-use link 
for praying the Liturgy of the Hours online.  
 

In addition, please join us every week for a new edition of 
Bringing Home the Word, a lectionary-based newsletter 
for individuals and families that offers suggestions for 
prayer and reflection based on the Sunday Mass readings. 
Each issue includes words of wisdom from Pope Francis, 
along with prayerful reflections about the scriptures, 
prayer and spirituality, and the lives of saints. Every Sat-
urday, a new edition of Bringing Home the Word is post-
ed on our website: ccgronline.com/news! Please join us!  
 

THE HOLY ROSARY 
Monday Through Saturday After Daily Mass! 

 

All are invited to join the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport as we pray the Holy Rosary every 
morning immediately after our 8:00am Daily Mass. By 
praying the Rosary, we grow closer to our Risen Lord by 
meditating on the mysteries of his life, death, and resur-
rection; and we grow closer to our Blessed Mother by 
asking for her powerful intercession for ourselves, our 
parishes, and our troubled world. 
 

Daily Mass is celebrated in Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings at 
8:00am; in Saint Joachim Church on Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings at 8:00am; and in Saint Ann Church on Sat-
urday mornings at 8:00am. For more information, please 
contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Please join us! All are welcome! Merry Christmas! 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
The Holy Father’s Favorite Way to Pray! 

 

Pope Francis was asked in an interview about his favorite 
way of praying. In response, the Holy Father said: “What 
I truly prefer is Eucharistic Adoration...In the evening 
between seven and eight o’clock, I pray in adoration be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament.” Eucharistic Adoration is an 
ancient and prayerful devotion to the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. Each week, the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport offers four oppor-
tunities for Eucharistic Adoration: Mondays at Saint Joa-
chim Church (6:30pm-8:00pm); Thursdays at Saint Ann 
Church (6:30pm-7:30pm); and Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at Saint Joachim Church (8:30am-10:00am). For more in-
formation, please contact Jane Russo at 978-281-4820. 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of December 17th—December 18th 

 

Weekly Offerings            $6,916.00 
 

Electronic Donations              $878.00 
 

Total Offerings            $7,794.00 
 

Second Collection                                                    -0- 
 

Saint Ann Church Restoration       $160,599.00   
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of December 17th—December 18th 

 

Weekly Offerings           $2,837.00 
 

Electronic Donations               $30.00 
 

Total Offerings           $2,867.00 
 

Second Collection (Christmas Charity)        $1,318.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection       $20,136.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested do-
nation for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Peter Feeney 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of Salvatore & Grace Parisi 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Maria dos Anjos Medeiros 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of John & Kyle Joseph Orlando 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating a sanctuary candle 
or sanctuary gifts in memory of a deceased friend or 
loved one, please contact Melissa Unis at 978-281-4820 or   
office@ccgronline.com. Thank you for your generous 
support of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport at Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish! May God bless you and your family with 
a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

DECEMBER 24—JANUARY 1, 2017 

Saturday, December 24 Vigil· The Nativity of the Lord 

4pm & 6pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

4pm & Midnight· OLGV Mass for the People 

Sunday, December 25 Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

8:15am· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Mass for the People 

11:45am· OLGV Mass for the People 

 Octave of Christmas 

Monday, December 26 
8:00am· OLGV 

Reverend Maurice Meade 

Tuesday, December 27 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Corey McCollum 

Wednesday, December 28 
8:00am· OLGV 

Joseph & Frank Ciaramitaro 

Thursday, December 29 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Lt. Col. Edward R. Ghidella 

Friday, December 30 
8:00am· OLGV Helen F. Taber 

Saturday, December 31 
8:00am· Saint Ann  John & Margaret Camille 

Saturday, December 31 Vigil· Mary, Mother of God 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Joseph Barbagallo 

6:00pm· OLGV Vincenza Cusumano 

Sunday, January 1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

7:00am· OLGV Alphonse Ajavon 

8:15am· Saint Ann Mateo Cusumano 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Michael E. Trainor 

11:45am· OLGV John Gregory DeCaro 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


