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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Sunday, December 4th at 2:00pm 

 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join Tom 
Misuraca, LuAnn Pallazola, and the Holy Family Parish 
Music Ministry for its Twelfth Annual Advent & Christ-
mas Concert on Sunday, December 4th at 2:00pm in Saint 
Ann Church. All of this year’s musical selections have 
been chosen to help prepare our hearts to celebrate more 
fully the Holy Season of Advent and the Nativity of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ at Christmas. As always, both our adult 
and youth choirs will perform with talented instrumen-
talists. In addition, members of our Brazilian Community 
will perform with us, too! For more information, please 
contact Tom Misuraca at tmisuraca@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. Please join us as we share the gift of music! 
All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

ADVENT MISSION & RETREAT 
December 6th through December 8th  

 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join us  
for our Third Annual Advent Mission & Retreat from 
Tuesday, December 6th through Thursday, December 8th 
in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. Each evening will 
begin with Evening Prayer & Mass at 7:00pm, followed 
by a reflection on the theme of “Journeying with Mary 
During Advent.”  
 

Our special guest and spiritual director for this year’s Ad-
vent Mission & Retreat will be Sister Ellen Dabrieo, SND. 
Sister Ellen is a member of the Sisters of Notre Dame. For 
many years, she has served the Church in both parish 
ministry and as a missionary in Brazil. Sister Ellen cur-
rently serves as a hospital chaplain in Salem and as a lay 
minister to the Brazilian Community of Saint Thomas 
Church in Peabody. For more information, please see Fa-
ther Jim before or after Mass; or contact Cliff Garvey at 
978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Please join us! 
All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

ADVENT WISDOM from POPE FRANCIS 
The Advent Journey: Begin Again 

 

Just as in each of our lives we always need to begin again, 
to get up again, to rediscover the meaning of our lives, so 
also for the great human family, it is always necessary to 
rediscover the common horizon toward which we are 
journeying. The horizon of hope! This is the horizon that 
makes for a good journey! The Season of Advent restores 
this horizon of hope, a hope which does not disappoint 
because it is founded on God’s Word. The Lord never 
disappoints! He is faithful! Let us think about and feel 
this beauty! — Pope Francis (Advent 2013) 

 

HOLY SEASON OF ADVENT 
____________________ 

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU! 
CONFESSIONS & EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Thursdays During Advent· Begins at 6:00pm 
 

The Holy Season of Advent is a time for prayer, penance, 
and preparation and a time to make ready for the Nativi-
ty of Our Lord Jesus Christ at Christmas. This Advent, all 
are invited to experience Christ’s boundless love and 
mercy through the Sacrament of Penance & Reconcilia-
tion (Confession) and through prayerful adoration of the 
Lord’s Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament. On three 
Thursday evenings during Advent (December 1st, De-
cember 15th, and December 22nd) from 6:00pm until 
8:00pm, please join us for “The Light Is On For You!” at 
Saint Ann Church. 
 

These special evenings of prayer will include Evening 
Prayer and Night Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours, 
Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sac-
rament, and an opportunity for all who feel called to par-
ticipate in the Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation. For 
some, this may be a time for sacramental confession. For 
some it may be a time for silent prayer and reflection. 
And for some, it may be a time to begin or renew a life of 
faith. Wherever you are on your faith journey, please join 
us! All are invited! All are welcome! For more infor-
mation, please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or con-
tact him at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
ADVENT FAITH & FAMILY MASS 
Saturday, December 17th at 4:00pm 

 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (Mt 19:14).” In 
response to the Lord’s call, all children, parents, grand-
parents, and godparents are invited to join Father Jim for 
our Second Annual Advent Faith & Family Mass on Sat-
urday, December 17th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church. 
 

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily about 
Advent and a special blessing for all families and chil-
dren. And every child (under age 18) will receive a spe-
cial gift. In addition, please mark your calendars for our 
next Faith & Family Masses: Sunday, March 5th at 
11:45am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church; and Satur-
day, May 13th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church. 
 

For more information about our Second Annual Advent 
Faith & Family Mass, please see Father Jim; or contact 
Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Let us reaffirm that Mass is our class! Jesus is our Teach-
er! Every child in our pews is a gift from God! And every 
family in our pews is a gift from God! Please  spread the 
word to family and friends! All families are welcome! 
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
____________________ 

 

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT: 
A NEW BEGINNING 

 

Advent is a time for preparation, prayer, and new beginnings. It is a time 
to open our hearts, minds, and spirits to the nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at Christmas. All too often, however, our worldly preparations 
overwhelm our spiritual preparations. We decorate our homes. We listen 
to holiday music. We brave the malls and the traffic to buy presents. We 
bake cookies and cook lavish meals. But what about our spiritual lives? 
What about prayer? All of these other activities can be good. They can be 
tangible expressions of our love for family, friends, and neighbors. They 
can convey our generosity, love, and service to others. But again, what 
about prayer? What about our love for God? What about preparing our-
selves for the greatest gift of all — the birth of Jesus? These are very chal-
lenging questions! And believe me, I still don’t have all the answers. I still 
struggle (and often fail) to balance my ministry and work with my person-
al need for prayer and spiritual preparation.  
 

Given the ever-increasing hustle and bustle of the holiday season, how can 
we prayerfully prepare for the coming of our Savior? A friend of mine, 
who is a good spiritual director, suggests that we should “pause” in the 
midst of our busy lives and “take a deep spiritual breath.” My friend coun-
sels that we cannot reconcile our practical preparations for Christmas with 
our spiritual preparations for Christmas without recognizing the need to 
pause, slow down, and reflect deeply on what is about to happen to us and 
to our world. A poor young maiden named Mary will soon embrace the 
gift of motherhood through God’s astonishing grace. A poor laborer 
named Joseph will answer God’s call to care for this mother and her un-
born baby. And finally, after a frantic search for lodging, their poor child, 
who is Son of God and Savior of the World, will be born poor in a stable. 
 

The miracle of Advent is not found in our ability to somehow find the time 
to cook all the meals, bake all the pies, or wrap all the presents. The true 
miracle of Advent is found in our ability to pause, breathe, and reflect 
again upon the awesome blessings that are given to us through a young 
woman’s openness to God’s grace, a young couple’s summons to love, a 
child of light born at the darkest time of year, and a world changed forever 
by the nativity of its Savior. The true miracle of Advent is unwrapped 
when we pause in the midst of our lives and busy-ness to begin anew our 
relationship with Jesus, who is true light in the darkness, true love in a 
land divided by bigotry and suspicion, and true peace in a world wracked 
by hatred and violence. 
 

As we begin this Holy Season of Advent, let us beg for the grace to pause, 
breathe, and reflect on the joyful mysteries of our faith. Let us “walk in the 
light of the Lord (Isaiah 2:5)” and become true instruments of the Lord’s 
peace in our homes, neighborhoods, parishes, and offices. Let us journey 
hand-in-hand as brothers and sisters united in prayer, fellowship, and ser-
vice. And let us pray heart-to-heart for each other, that all of us, no matter 
who we are or where we are on the journey of faith, will find the courage 
and humility to set aside what seems most important and to answer the 
Father’s call to renew our relationship with Jesus. In short, let us pause, 
breathe, and reflect! And let us begin again! 
 

Peace and blessings to all for a blessed Advent, 
Father Jim 

 

For from Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 

and impose terms on many peoples. 

They shall beat their swords into plowshares 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 

one nation shall not raise the sword against another, 

nor shall they train for war again. 

O house of Jacob, come, 

let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

BOOK OF ISAIAH 2:1-5 
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PASTOR’S NOTES 
____________________ 

 

SOLEMNITY of the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
Holy Day of Obligation· Thursday, December 8th 

 

In honor of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Thursday, December 8th, 
the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport will 
celebrate Masses according to the following schedule: 
 

Wednesday, December 7th· Vigil Mass 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church· 7:00pm 

 

Thursday, December 8th· Holy Day Masses 
Saint Joachim Church· 8:00am 

Saint Ann Church· 12:00pm 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church· 7:00pm 

 

Since late antiquity, the People of God have believed that 
the Blessed Virgin Mary was sinless and conceived im-
maculately in the womb of her mother, Saint Ann. This 
ancient belief was not defined as doctrine until 1854. Since 
then, Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception has been 
named patroness of many causes and nations, including 
the United States. So, please join us as we honor our 
Blessed Mother and beg her intercession for our families, 
our parishes, and our country. All are welcome! 
 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
CALLING YOUNG DISCIPLES! 

 

As we continue to reimagine and rebuild our youth faith 
formation programs, it is important to remember that all 
children and teenagers are invited to fully participate in 
the life of our parishes as altar servers, singers or instru-
mentalists in our Youth Choir & Music Ministry (see be-
low), or as volunteers in upcoming Catholic Kids Camps. 
These activities are unique opportunities for our young 
fellow parishioners to gather in prayer, to learn about the 
teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church, to make 
new friends, and to truly live their faith in a true spirit of 
prayer, fellowship, and service. For more information 
about youth faith formation in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, please see Father Jim or contact 
Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. 
 

YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY 
Tuesdays at 5:00pm· Saint Ann Church 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s 
Youth Choir & Music Ministry meets for rehearsal every 
Tuesday at 5:00pm in Saint Ann Church. Our youth choir 
includes an ensemble of talented instrumentalists. And 
we perform each weekend at one of our three churches: 
Saint Ann Church, Saint Joachim Church, and Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Church. New members (ranging in age 
from kindergarten through high school) are welcome! For 
more information, please contact Patty Natti at 978-281-
4820 or pnatti@comcast.net. Please join us!  

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

OUR LADY’S GUILD 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Saturday, December 3rd·  9:00am—1:00pm 
 

All are welcome to join Our Lady’s Guild for their Annual 
Christmas Fair on Saturday, December 3rd from 9:00am 
until 1:00pm in Our Lady’s Parish Hall. Highlights will 
include a fried dough breakfast, a linguiça & hot dog 
lunch, coffee & soft drinks, and all the fixings! 
 

Sale tables will include the general store, Christmas deco-
rations, religious items, jewelry, plants, homemade sweet-
bread, cookies & fudge, and other baked goods. We will 
also have a Mega Raffle Table featuring many wonderful 
items! Volunteers are still needed for set-up and clean-up! 
For more information, please contact Linda Galvin at 617-
803-6050 or lingalv2010@gmail.com. Please join us! All are 
invited! All are welcome! 
 

MADONNA DEL ROSARIO SOCIETY 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

Saturday, December 3rd· 12:00pm 
 

The Madonna del Rosario Society will celebrate Christmas 
with a luncheon at the Gloucester House Restaurant on 
Saturday, December 3rd. Our annual holiday gathering 
will begin with a brief business meeting at noon, followed 
by the luncheon. After lunch, we will have a raffle and 
bingo! For more information about the Madonna del Ro-
sario Society or to purchase tickets for our Annual Christ-
mas Celebration, please contact Grace at 978-281-1907 or 
Marie at 978-283-7820. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

MOTHER OF GRACE CLUB 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

Saturday, December 10th· 6:00pm 
 

The Mother of Grace Club invites all parishioners, friends, 
and guests of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport to its Annual Christmas Celebration on Satur-
day, December 10th at the Gloucester House Restaurant. 
Our four-course dinner will begin at 6:00pm and will in-
clude a DJ and dancing! Tickets are $45 each. For more 
information about the Mother of Grace Club or to reserve 
tickets for our celebration, please contact Gus at 978-559-
6600; Katie at 978-281-0012; or Margherith at 978-281-
0012. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

BRINGING HOME THE WORD 
Join us: ccgronline.com/news 

 

Bringing Home the Word is a weekly resource for indi-
viduals and families that offers suggestions for prayer 
and reflection based on the Sunday Mass readings. It also 
includes great ideas for sharing the faith with family, 
friends, neighbors, and colleagues. Every Saturday, a new 
issue is posted at ccgronline.com/news! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Saturdays at 6:30am· Parish Center 

 

The Men’s Fellowship meets every Saturday morning 
from 6:30am until 8:00am in our Parish Center, which is 
located beside Saint Ann Church. New members are al-
ways welcome to join us for prayer, faith sharing, and 
mutual support as we work to deepen our personal rela-
tionships with Jesus Christ. For more information, please 
contact Al Mitchell at albiemitchell@me.com or 978-879-
3655. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

MASS INTENTIONS BOOK 
Thursday, December 1st· 11:00am-2:00pm 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s 
Mass Intentions Book (January 2017 through June 2017) 
will be opened on Thursday, December 1st from 11:00am 
until 2:00pm at our pastoral office, which is located at 74 
Pleasant Street in Gloucester. On that day, all parishioners 
are welcome to book two weekend Masses and two week-
day Masses at Saint Ann Church, Saint Joachim Church, 
and Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. A donation of $10 
for each Mass intention is requested. 
 

Please note that on December 1st, all Mass intentions must 
be booked in person. No email, fax, or phone requests will 
be accepted. No exceptions! Any remaining Masses can be 
booked on or after Monday, December 5th during regular 
business hours. If you have questions or need more infor-
mation, please see Father Jim or contact Melissa Unis at 
978-281-4820 or office@ccgronline.com. Thank you in ad-
vance for your cooperation and generous support of our 
parishes! Peace and blessings to all! 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Pastoral Care of the Aged, Disabled & Homebound 

 

In the New Testament’s Letter of Saint James, we read: “Is 
there anyone sick among you? (James 5:24).” This ques-
tion serves as an invitation for the aged, disabled, and 
homebound and those who care for them to call upon the 
ministers of the Church during times of real need. All pa-
rishioners are welcome to ask for prayers and for the Sac-
rament of the Sick before surgery or when diagnosed with 
a serious illness. This sacrament should not be regarded as 
“last rites” but as a powerful instrument of the Lord’s con-
solation, healing, and mercy. During this Holy Season of 
Advent, if you or a loved one would like to receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick or the Sacrament of Holy Commun-
ion at home (due to age, illness, or disability), please con-
tact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 

 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com 

Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
____________________ 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREES 

Help Us Share the Blessings of Christmas! 
 

This year, the Saint Vincent de Paul Society will once 
again sponsor the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport’s Annual Christmas Giving Trees which help 
share the blessings of Christmas with local families in 
need. The Giving Trees will be placed at the entrances of 
Saint Ann Church, Saint Joachim Church, and Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Church during the weekend of Novem-
ber 26—November 27th. Each tree will be decorated with 
colored stars that indicate a particular Christmas wish. If 
you can help fulfill this wish, please take a star! 
 

Each gift should be donated new, unused, and un-
wrapped; and placed under the tree with the original star 
or delivered  to our parish offices. The Christmas Giving 
Trees will remain at our church entrances through Sun-
day, December 11th. All gifts should be returned to our 
parish offices by Tuesday, December 13th at noon. Gifts 
will be wrapped and delivered to families in need on 
Thursday, December 15th. For more information, please 
contact Barbara Frontiero at 978-281-4820 or barba-
ra.frontiero@gortons.com. Thank you in advance for your 
generous support of the Christmas Giving Trees! May 
God bless us, everyone! 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! New Members Welcome! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes 
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm. 
And our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of 
our churches. The Food Pantry needs the following items: 
 

Canned Chicken, Ham, Stew, or Tuna 
Crackers· Canned Juice· Chicken or Tuna Helper 

Mayonnaise· Instant Potatoes· Hot & Cold Cereals 
Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup· Chef Boyardee 

Peanut Butter & Jelly· Jarred Pasta Sauce 
 

Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our 
churches and can be placed in the offertory basket, or 
mailed to the parish center. Checks should be made paya-
ble to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are 
held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm. 
New members are always welcome! For more infor-
mation, please contact Annette Kennedy at 978-283-1268 
or Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. For assistance, please 
contact the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Hotline at 978-
281-8672. Thank you! 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of November 19th—November 20th 

 

Weekly Offerings           $6,737.00 
 

Electronic Donations             $878.00 
 

Total Offerings           $7,613.00 
 

Second Collection                 N/A 
 

Saint Ann Church Restoration       $158,993.00   
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of November 19th—November 20th 

 

Weekly Offerings           $4,207.00 
 

Electronic Donations               $30.00 
 

Total Offerings           $4,237.00 
 

    Second Collection (Thanksgiving Help)         $1,234.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection       $17,009.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dle, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested do-
nation for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Joseph Parisi 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Kathleen Desilets 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

In Memory of John Carrancho 
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in 
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact 
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Thank you for your generous support of the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

PARISH PAY 
Safe & Easy Electronic Giving! 

 

For more information, please contact Claire Murphy 
at 978-281-4820 or cmurphy@ccgronline.com; 

or see Father Jim before or after Mass! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

NOVEMBER 26—DECEMBER 4, 2016 

Saturday, November 26 Vigil· First Sunday of Advent 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Joseph & Elizabeth Martell 

6:00pm· OLGV Herman & Marie Bouchie 

Sunday, November 27 First Sunday of Advent 

7:00am· OLGV Norman J. Dulong, Jr. 

8:15am· Saint Ann Monsignor Francis O’Sullivan 

10:00am· Saint Joachim John Carrancho 

11:45am· OLGV Alfredo Silva 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 First Week of Advent 

Monday, November 28 
8:00am· OLGV 

Orlando Reis 

Tuesday, November 29 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Fred & Beryl Douglass 

Wednesday, November 30 
8:00am· OLGV 

Vincenzo Terranova 

Thursday, December 1 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Sebastian & Frances Scola 

Friday, December 2 
8:00am· OLGV Elsie Marks 

Saturday, December 3 
8:00am· Saint Ann  Grace Ciolino 

Saturday, December 3 Vigil· Second Sunday of Advent 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Rose Testaverde 

6:00pm· OLGV Antonio & Jennie Marino 

Sunday, December 4 Second Sunday of Advent 

7:00am· OLGV Francis, Elizabeth & Peter Bruni 

8:15am· Saint Ann Sal Errante 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Gerald O’Connor 

11:45am· OLGV Maria Madalena Silva 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


