
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 27, 2015

Seeing and Naming Faults

By Janel Esker

As the saying goes, “Nobody 
likes a tattletale.” True, but I 
always enjoyed being a tattletale. 

Whether reporting my brothers’ 
incessant teasing or a classmate’s 
misbehavior, I liked feeling “morally 
superior” to others. I felt proud to serve 
as the police officer for good behavior in 
my world. Perhaps you’ve known—and 
even enjoyed—that somewhat smug 
feeling. 

Joshua, in today’s first reading, and 
John, in today’s Gospel do a bit of 
tattling as they complain to their leaders 
about people who appear to be outsiders 
acting in God’s name. Their complaints 
are dismissed because Moses and Jesus 
affirm that God knows no human  

boundaries, and these “outsiders” are 
doing the Lord’s work. 

Not only are the tattlers’ complaints 
rejected, but Jesus issues a challenge 
to turn the eyes of judgment inward. 
His images of cutting off limbs and 
plucking out eyes are dramatic, but 
his point is simple: Remove from yourself 
anything that causes you or others to sin. 
Stop worrying about others’ behavior 
and focus on purging yourself of sinful 
thoughts and actions. 

Seeing others’ faults comes easily—it’s 
more difficult to be the police officer 
of our own behaviors. Yet we’re called 
to be vigilant about removing elements 
that lead to sin. Perhaps we need to stop 
associating with people who gossip. 
Maybe we need to stop consuming 
alcohol because we’re disrespectful or 
engage in risky behavior after a few 
drinks. Perhaps we need to stop nursing 
grudges and forgive someone who begs 
mercy from us. 

Can we look at ourselves with the 
observant eye of the tattletale and ask 
God to help us eliminate what leads us 
to sin? †

Sunday Readings
Numbers 11:25–29
“Would that all the people of the Lord 
were prophets!”

James 5:1–6
“You have murdered the righteous one.”

Mark 9:38–43, 45, 47–48
“Whoever is not against us is for us.”
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A Word from Pope 
Francis 
Lumen Fidei, 22

The Christian 
comes to see 
himself as a 

member of this body [the Church], in 
an essential relationship with all other 
believers. The image of a body does not 
imply that the believer is simply one part 
of an anonymous whole, a mere cog in 
a great machine; rather, it brings out the 
vital union of Christ with believers and 
of believers among themselves....Faith is 
necessarily ecclesial; it is professed from 
within the body of Christ as a concrete 
communion of believers. It is against this 
ecclesial backdrop that faith opens the 
individual Christian towards all others. 

Lord, I am grateful for your all-

embracing love. Open my eyes to see 

you in everyone I meet. Open my 

heart to welcome all of your people. 

From Grateful Meditations 
for Every Day in Ordinary Time,  

Rev. Warren J. Savage  
and Mary Ann McSweeny



and St. Raphael (Hebrew for “God 
heals”). Gabriel was God’s special 
messenger; he announced to Zechariah 
the forthcoming birth of John the 
Baptist and, even more importantly, the 
Incarnation of Jesus to Mary (Luke 1). 

Gabriel and Raphael originally had  
their own separate feast days, but in 
1969 the Church merged the feasts 
into one day for all three archangels. 
However, each saint retains his unique 
patronages. Michael is the patron saint of 
mariners, paratroopers, police officers, 
and grocers. Gabriel is the patron 
saint of telecommunications workers, 
messengers, diplomats, stamp collectors, 
and postal employees. Raphael has two 
major specialties: healing and travel, 
which automatically places physicians, 
nurses, health inspectors, and those who 
are blind under his care. 

Finally, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (328–336) maintains the 
existence of the multitude of these 
spiritual, noncorporeal beings that we 
call angels as an article of faith, sustained 
by Scripture and tradition. They are 
creatures of intelligence and will; they 
are personal and immortal. Angels 
were abundantly evident throughout 
the Old Testament and even more so 
with the coming of Christ, whose birth 
in Bethlehem they proclaimed. They 
watched over him, and they continue to 
watch over us. 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS

September 28– 
October 3
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Sts. Michael, Gabriel, 
and Raphael: 
Archangels
By Norman J. Muckerman, CSsR

When I was in grade school my 
favorite day of the year was 
September 29, the feast day 

of St. Michael the Archangel, after whom 
our parish and school were named. That 
day was a free day for us—to the envy 
and disgust of the local public school 
students. 

In those days, St. Michael did not 
share his day with any other saint, 
angelic or human. His day was even 
called “Michaelmas Day,” thus affording 
a unique honor to this heavenly warrior 
called in the Book of Daniel the protector 
and guardian of the people of Israel. 
Michael (the name means “Who is like 
unto God?”) is also cited in the Letter of 
St. Jude (v. 9) as taking on the devil over 
the disposition of Moses’ body, and again 
in Revelation 12:7–9, when Michael and 
his warriors throw Satan and his horde 
out of heaven. 

By the fifth century, Christians of 
both the East and the West began to 
call on Michael for protection against 
the devil in life and especially in death. 
By the sixth century, a basilica had 
been built in Rome, as well as in other 
Christian centers, in his honor. Two 
other archangels mentioned in the Bible 
became prominent in Christian devotion: 
St. Gabriel (Hebrew for “man of God”) 

Mon.   Weekday: Zechariah 8:1–8 /  
Luke 9:46–50

Tue.   Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, 
Archangels: Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14 or 
Revelation 12:7–12 / John 1:47–51

Wed.   September 30, St. Jerome:  
Nehemiah 2:1–8 / Luke 9:57–62

Thu.  St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus:  
 Nehemiah 8:1–12 / Luke 10:1–12
Fri.   The Holy Guardian Angels:  

Baruch 1:15–22 / Matthew 18:1–5, 10
Sat.   Weekday: Baruch 4:5–12, 27–29 /  

Luke 10:17–24

•  When do I deliberately exclude 

others?

•  How can I seek forgiveness from and 

make amends toward those whom I’ve 

wrongly accused? 
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