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The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport               Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This Week’s Message 
____________________ 

 

CONTEMPLATING CLARE’S LOVE FOR CHRIST 
Feast of Saint Clare of Assisi | Tuesday, August 11th 

 

By Cliff Garvey, Associate Minister 
 

A pilgrim recently returned from Assisi confused by the various reactions of other pilgrims as they approached the tomb 
of Saint Clare, which is located beneath the basilica that is named in her honor. When one enters the Basilica of Saint 
Clare and descends to the crypt by a deep granite staircase, one first encounters coolness, then dimmed lighting, then at 
the end of a winding corridor, the bier upon which Clare lies protected behind bars and glass. Clare rests before a taber-
nacle. A red votive candle flickers and reminds pilgrims that Christ Jesus is present in the Blessed Sacrament. A bouquet 
of lilies stands at the foot of the bier. A sweet fragrance seems to permeate the glass, a fragrance that reminds pilgrims 
that they should bend a knee before true holiness. Some pilgrims barely stop to consider that what lies before them are 
actually the uncorrupted remains of Saint Clare, who lived and died and was canonized more than eight centuries ago. 
Some seem skeptical. Some walk quickly away, seemingly nervous. Some ask in a whisper whether that could possibly 
be Clare beneath the simple habit and the masks that cover her face, hands, and bare feet. Some kneel on the cold stone 
floor, rest their foreheads against the bars, and pray. 
 

These differing reactions to the saint’s tomb are nothing new. Since 1850, when Saint Clare's tomb was discovered after 
six centuries of mystery, pilgrims have been conflicted by her uncorrupted mortal remains. When her tomb was opened, 
Clare's habit was reduced to dust, but she was not. And for more than a century, pilgrims could visit her tomb and see 
her dark, seemingly charred, flesh dressed in the habit of the order she founded. Writers and locals say that some pil-
grims, especially children, were horrified by the sight. Some were ambivalent. Some were skeptical. Some were reduced 
to tears of joy that Clare, the loyal friend and follower of Saint Francis, should remain uncorrupted by death. Decades 
and centuries pass, the times change, but the hearts of human beings do not. In their book, "A Retreat with Francis & 
Clare of Assisi", Father Murray Bodo and Susan Saint Sing write that no one should have been surprised to find Clare 
uncorrupted or to find her flesh darkened like burned wood. They write: "Her consuming, passionate love of God, a 
burning too hot for mortal flesh, has left her body charred and blackened." 
 

Today's pilgrim will not see charred and blackened flesh. Instead, they see a life-like reflection of the beautiful and cou-
rageous woman who defied her times, followed her friend, and embarked on a way of life strictly devoted to the gos-
pels. Saint Clare saw herself and her sisters as Brides of Christ, consumed by a chaste, but burning and passionate love 
for Him, who lived, suffered, died, and rose again for us, for all people, and for the whole world. In one of Saint Clare's 
famous letters to Agnes of Prague, we can begin to appreciate her ardent love for Christ Jesus: 
 

Contemplate the unspeakable love  
with which He wished to suffer upon the wood of the cross  

and on it to die the most infamous of deaths. 
So that from the height of the cross,  

a voice is directed towards the passers-by  
so that that they may stop to consider: 

'All of you, who pass by upon this road,  
stop and judge if there is sorrow comparable to mine.' 

And we will reply to Him who calls and groans,  
with one voice and one heart: 

'Your memory will never depart from me and my soul will be consumed.' 
Contemplate then his unutterable delights,  

his wealth and eternal honors, and shout ardently  with all your love and all your desire: 
'Draw me to yourself, O Heavenly Spouse! 

We will follow you, drawn by the sweetness of your perfume!' 
 

As we celebrate the Feast of Saint Clare this week, let us pray together for her powerful intercession and for the interces-
sion of the holy women who followed her through the centuries into the cloister. Let us pray for the grace to follow 
Christ as Clare did – with deep faith, fervent hope, and intense love. Let us pray for the grace to love Christ Jesus as 
Clare did. And let us pray that we might also be consumed by that same burning passion to do his will by loving God 
and by loving each other in perfect peace and charity. Amen! Saint Clare of Assisi, pray for us!  
 

May the Lord give you peace — now and always! 
Cliff 
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In Case You Missed It... 
____________________ 

 

OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
MAKING DISCIPLES: THE FUTURE OF YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

 

Since becoming your pastor, I have been praying and thinking a great deal about youth faith formation, youth ministry, 
and sacramental preparation for children. In a bulletin message last month, I wrote about my research into how these 
ministries are accomplished in other collaboratives and parishes both in the Archdiocese of Boston and around the coun-
try. Since then, I have consulted with priests and pastors, experts in the field of youth faith formation and youth minis-
try, and fellow parishioners about the future of these programs in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport.  
 

As a result of this research, I have reached two important conclusions about the future of children’s catechesis. First, the 
traditional way of teaching our children and grandchildren about Christ and His Church (classroom model) may no 
longer be the best way of passing on our faith to the next generation. Second, a consensus is emerging in other collabora-
tives and large parishes that we should focus our energies and resources on sacramental preparation, good & family-
friendly liturgies, lifelong faith formation, and by being bold, creative, and innovative about inviting and welcoming 
people of all ages and generations back to church. 
 

After much prayer, consultation, and consideration, therefore, I have decided that beginning immediately, the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport will embark on a groundbreaking journey to reimagine, rebuild, and restructure 
our youth faith formation programs in both parishes and at all grade levels. During the coming school year (which we 
should consider a transitional year), we will focus almost exclusively on preparing young children for First Penance & 
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion (Grades 1-2); and on preparing teenagers for Confirmation (Grades 9-10). In 
the next couple of weeks, the parents of children and teenagers at those grade levels will be contacted by me and invited 
to enroll their sons and daughters in our program. The parents of children at other grade levels will be contacted later 
(early fall) about upcoming opportunities for children to learn about the beliefs, teachings, and traditions of the Catholic 
Church. But please be assured that the Sacraments of First Penance, First Holy Communion, and Confirmation will be 
celebrated as planned during the coming year at both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. 
 

As you know, “Disciples in Mission” (the archdiocesan pastoral plan that created our collaborative) brought together our 
two historic parishes under the leadership of one pastor and one pastoral team. Here in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, we now have one pastor, one pastoral office, one administrative assistant, one business manager, 
one facilities manager, one pastoral minister who coordinates care for the homebound and sick, one Associate Minister 
for Music, and one Associate Minister who assists me in countless ways and coordinates many of our adult faith for-
mation programs. According to this plan, we should also have one lay minister to coordinate the youth faith formation 
programs in our two parishes. So again, after much prayer, consultation, and consideration, I have decided to restructure 
our youth faith formation programs and the leadership of those programs. Instead of having two programs and two di-
rectors of youth faith formation, we will have one collaborative program (for both parishes) and one Associate Minister 
for Youth Faith Formation. 
 

Under the guidance and supervision of the pastor, the Associate Minister for Youth Faith Formation will be responsible 
for creating an innovative faith formation program that transcends the traditional classroom model and focuses on the 
following core components: sacramental preparation; catechetical programs for children in elementary and middle 
school; catechetical programs for parents and families; post-Confirmation youth ministry and service programs; and re-
cruiting and training catechists and volunteers to share the faith with our young fellow parishioners. This position is 
now posted online at ccgronline.com/news; bostoncatholic.org; catholicjobs.com; and indeed.com. All qualified candi-
dates from both within and beyond our parish communities are welcome to apply for this position. 
 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus gives his disciples the “Great Commission” and says to them: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age (Matthew 
28:20).” Ever mindful of the Lord’s promise, let us renew our dedication to fulfill the “Great Commission” by celebrating 
the sacraments, by teaching our children and grandchildren, and by creating new generations of disciples that will pass  
on the beliefs and traditions of God’s Church until the end of the age. Change is never easy. I truly understand and ap-
preciate that these decisions will be difficult for many of our fellow parishioners to accept. In my heart, however, I am 
convinced that these decisions are in the long-term, best interests of our parishes. Thank you in advance for your pa-
tience and continued support. Let us continue to pray for each other and for our parishes! 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 
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Special Second Collection 
____________________ 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
SECOND COLLECTION 

This Weekend! August 8th-9th! 
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Who Are We? 

 

In the tradition of its founder and patron, the Society of 
Saint Vincent de Paul is a Roman Catholic lay organiza-
tion that leads women and men to join together to grow 
spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those 
who are needy and suffering. 
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Who Do We Serve? 

 

Our brethren live among us on Cape Ann. Some are 
homeless. Others are mentally challenged adults, addicts, 
unemployed, shut-ins, disabled, victims of abuse, and the 
working poor. Members of the Society of Saint Vincent de 
Paul (who are called “Vincentians”) assess their needs 
and provide help with food, clothing, and Christmas 
gifts; as well as assistance with rent, fuel, and utility bills. 
 

In 2014, Vincentians responded to 1,966 phone calls; com-
pleted 794 home visits; and distributed 604 food vouch-
ers. Overall, we assisted 1,019 children and 1,358 adults. 
Your gifts make our work possible! 
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
How Can You Help? 

 

First, this weekend (August 8-9) throughout the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport, a second collection 
will be taken that will support the work of the Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Society on Cape Ann. All donations (100%) 
will go directly to those in need! 
 

Second, all are encouraged to donate to our Food Pantry. 
Baskets can be found at the entrances to all of our church-
es and donations are welcome at the parish offices. 
 

Third, all are encouraged to donate to the Clothes Closet. 
A drop-off bin is located at the front of the West Parish 
School (formerly Saint Ann School). 
 

Fourth, your financial contributions are always welcome! 
Donation envelopes are located at all church entrances. 
All donations go directly to those in need! 
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Monthly Meeting·  Second Wednesday at 7:00pm 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society meets on the Second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm in Saint Ann Church 
Hall. New members and volunteers are always welcome! 
For more information, please contact Harry Miller at 978-
281-2701. If you or your family need assistance, please 
contact the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Hotline at 978-
281-8672. Thank you for your ongoing support and gener-
osity! May God bless you! 

Prayer, Fellowship & Service 
____________________ 

 

MOTHER OF GRACE CLUB 
THE HOLY ROSARY 

August 3rd-August 15th at 1:00pm 
 

In preparation for the Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday, August 15th, the Moth-
er of Grace Club (which is located at 48 Washington Street 
in Gloucester) invites all parishioners, friends, and guests 
of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport to 
join them in praying the Holy Rosary every day at 
1:00pm. Please join us as we commemorate the assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven. All are wel-
come! 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS· COUNCIL 215 
Tuesday, August 11th at 7:00pm· Parish Center 

 

The Knights of Columbus is an organization of men that 
remains true to its founding principles of charity, unity, 
and fraternity. Founded in 1882, the Knights remain an 
organization dedicated to the mutual assistance of mem-
bers and their families, but also to serving the disabled, 
the poor, and the sick. In addition, the Knights sponsor 
educational, charitable, and religious programs. 
 

Council 215 serves the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport at Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish. Our next meeting (which will include a 
First Degree Ceremony) is scheduled for Tuesday, August 
11th at 7:00pm in the Holy Family Parish Center. For 
more information about joining the Knights of Columbus, 
please visit our website at kofc215.com or contact Peter 
Brau at grandknight@kofc215.com. Please join us!  
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society provides food and fi-
nancial assistance to parishioners and families in need 
throughout the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport. Donation baskets for non-perishable food items 
are placed at the entrances of our churches. Our food pan-
try needs the following items: 
 

Canned Baked Beans· Canned Chicken 
Canned Soups· Instant Potatoes· Canned Beef Stew May-

onnaise· Pancake Mix & Syrup· Tuna Helper  
 

Donation envelopes are also available and can be placed 
in the offertory basket or mailed to the parish office. 
Checks should be made payable to the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society. The Saint Vincent de Paul Society meets on 
the Second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm in Saint 
Ann Church Hall. New members and volunteers are al-
ways welcome! For more information, please contact Har-
ry Miller at 978-281-2701. For assistance, please contact 
the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Hotline at 978-281-8672. 
Thank you for your ongoing generosity! 
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Pastor’s Note 
_____________________ 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO SOMEONE SPECIAL 
 

On Tuesday, August 11th, the Catholic Church celebrates 
the Feast of Saint Clare of Assisi (1194-1253), one of the 
first followers of Saint Francis and foundress of the Order 
of Poor Ladies (also known as the Poor Clares). Saint 
Clare is patroness of embroiderers & needleworkers; 
homemakers & launderers; good weather; and those suf-
fering with eye diseases. She is also patroness of television 
because God blessed her with visions of the celebration of 
Mass when she was too sick to attend. 
 

For much of her life, Saint Clare lived within the cloister 
at San Damiano near Assisi, the little church where Christ 
spoke to Saint Francis and hastened his conversion. Along 
with her sisters, known as the “Poor Ladies”, Clare lived a 
life of prayer, penance, and service to the Church. She was 
also a person of determination and perseverance who in-
sisted that her order be permitted to draft its own rule, 
rather than live according to one written by and for men. 
 

Maryann Fittro reminds me a lot of Saint Clare of Assisi. 
Maryann is our cook at Saint Ann Parish House and she 
helps me with laundry and other chores. She has been 
working (on and off) in our rectory for more than fifty 
years! Most important, Maryann is a person of deep faith 
and prayer. She is a person who works hard and gives 
witness to Christ’s love in all that she does and says. 
 

Last week, someone shared with me the following prayer 
for the intercession of Saint Clare that was written by one 
of the Poor Ladies in Jamaica Plain. When I read it and 
prayed with it, it reminded me of Maryann, her beautiful 
faith, and her fervent prayers for all of us: 
 

Saint Clare, 
ardent lover of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament, 

help me to grow in love for Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. 
With your strong faith and unwavering hope, 

gather our wounded Church, 
our suffering world, and all people 

into your loving heart and lift us up to Jesus 
with your absolute confidence in his merciful love. 

Saint Clare, help us to be like you: 
peaceful, kind, gentle, strong, patient,  

and persevering in the face of all difficulties. 
Trusting in your powerful intercession, 
We confidently praise and thank God 

for the blessings we have received. 
Glory, praise, wisdom, and thanksgiving, 

honor, power, and might to our God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Thanks, Maryann, for all that you do for me, for our pas-
toral team, and for our parishes. Thanks just for being you 
— everyday! God bless you! Saint Clare, pray for us! 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 

Prayer, Fellowship, and Service 
____________________ 

 

THE HOLY ROSARY 
Monday through Saturday After Mass 

 

All are invited to join the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport every morning after Daily Mass 
as we pray the Holy Rosary. By praying the Rosary, we 
grow closer to our Risen Lord by meditating on the mys-
teries of his life, death, and resurrection; and we grow 
closer to our Blessed Mother by asking for her interces-
sion for ourselves, our parish communities, and the 
whole world. For more information, please see Father Jim 
or a member of our pastoral team; or join us online at 
ccgronline.com/mass. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
GARDEN YANKEE SWAP 

Tuesday, August 11th·  7:00pm 
 

Welcome back ladies! After their summer break, the Holy 
Family Women’s Guild will resume meeting on Tuesday, 
August 11th at 7:00pm in Monsignor Sullivan Hall (Saint 
Ann Church).  
 

Our meeting will feature a Garden Yankee Swap! Please 
bring garden flowers, vegetables, or fruits. This has al-
ways been a fun activity and everyone goes home with 
something good! In addition, we will collect annual dues 
of $15.00. Finally, Lydia Bertolino, our new president will 
lead a brief discussion about our upcoming events.  
 

For more information about the Women’s Guild, please 
contact Janet Lucido at jml3485@aol.com or 978-526-1543. 
Please join us! Bring a friend! All are welcome! 

 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
CHRISTMAS FAIR PLANNING MEETING 

Monday, August 17th·  7:00pm 
 

It may seem early, but the Holy Family Christmas Fair is 
coming soon! Our first planning meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, August 17th at 7:00pm in the Holy Family Par-
ish Center. Our Christmas Fair is the biggest fundraiser 
of the year for Holy Family Parish! So, there much to do 
to ensure this event’s continued success!  
 

Everyone has a special talent! Let your talent shine at the 
Christmas Fair! All are invited to consider how their gifts 
and talents might contribute to making this our most suc-
cessful Christmas Fair ever! For more information, please 
contact Janet Lucido at jml3485@aol.com or 978-526-1543.  

 

BRINGING HOME THE WORD 
Join us: ccgronline.com/news 

 

Bringing Home the Word is a weekly resource for indi-
viduals & families that offers great ideas for prayer & 
reflection based on the Sunday scriptures. Every Satur-
day, a new issue is available at ccgronline.com/news! 
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Our Weekly Gifts 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of August 1st & August 2nd 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass:     $7,787.00 
 

Miscellaneous Gifts:         $382.00 
 

Electronic Donations:         $756.00 
 

Total Offerings:       $8,925.00 
 

Second Collection:      $2,347.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 
____________________ 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of August 1st & August 2nd 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass:   $3,089.00 
 

Second Collection:       $474.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection:   $4,670.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 
___________________ 

 

PARISH PAY 
THE EASY WAY TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISH! 

Online Giving Program 
 

Parish Pay is the largest, most experienced electronic giv-
ing provider in the United States, serving more than 
6,000 parishes nationwide. Parish Pay is a simple, safe, 
and secure way to make online donations to your parish 
using a credit card, debit card, or electronic check. Each 
week, Holy Family Parish collects more than $900 in elec-
tronic donations from parishioners through our Parish 
Pay program. Parish Pay is currently available to parish-
ioners at Holy Family Parish, but will be available soon at 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. For more information, 
please contact Linda Rogers at lrogers@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820; or visit the website at parishpay.com. 
 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

In the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, 
sanctuary flowers and sanctuary lamps can be donated 
for special intentions or in memory of a departed loved 
one. The requested donation for flowers is $250.00. The 
requested donation for a sanctuary lamp is $25.00. This 
week, donations were offered for: 
 

In Memory of John & Margaret Camille 
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about sanctuary gifts, please con-
tact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Thank you for your generous support! 

Our Mass Intentions 
_____________________ 

 

AUGUST 8—AUGUST 16, 2015 

Saturday, August 8 Vigil· Nineteenth Sunday 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann Brien Kennedy & Louis Linquata 

6:00pm ·  OLGV Josephine Ferrara 

Sunday, August 9 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am ·  OLGV Captain Joseph Parco 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann Antonia Ciolino 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim Eugene & Marjorie Mondello 

11:45am ·  OLGV Mary & Pat Phillips 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, August 10 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

Rudy Ricardi 

Tuesday, August 11 
8:00am ·  Saint Joachim Sister Mary Souza & Anthony Souza 

Wednesday, August 12 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

Nicholas LoGrasso 

Thursday, August 13 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Nancy Moura 

Friday, August 14 
8:00am ·  OLGV Mary & Joseph Azevedo 

Saturday, August 15 
8:00am ·  Saint Ann Patrick R. Garvey 

Saturday, August 15 Vigil· Twentieth Sunday 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann Evelyn G. & Norman J. Authier 

6:00pm ·  OLGV Walter “Butch” Wilkins 

Sunday, August 16 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am ·  OLGV Margaret E. Goodnow 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann 
Frank & Marjorie Mitchell 

and Susan Bradley 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim Patricia Abell 

11:45am ·  OLGV Mary Alice Ricardo 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 


