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In Case You Missed It... 
____________________ 

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
HARD CHOICES AHEAD: REPAIRING & RESTORING SAINT ANN CHURCH 

 

On Easter Sunday (April 5th), I shared with you what can only be called a “towering challenge” for the good and faith-
ful people of Holy Family Parish. As many of you know, when I arrived here last summer, I was bombarded with com-
ments and questions about a proposal to build an elevator in Saint Ann Church. At that time, the cost of this proposal 
was approximately one million dollars (and approximately forty percent of the funds would have been borrowed from 
the Archdiocese of Boston). There appeared to be much support for this project. However, after serving just a few weeks 
as your pastor, it became abundantly clear to me that there was also much concern and doubt about the proposed pro-
ject. There were also many unanswered questions. How would we repay the loan or raise the additional funds necessary 
to complete the project? Are there more affordable ways to improve access to the church and its restrooms for our disa-
bled and elderly fellow parishioners? And what might happen if we begin a major construction project by cutting into 
the side of a 125 year old church building? 
 

Last fall, Michael Horgan (our buildings & facilities manager who is an experienced contractor with deep roots in our 
community) inspected every inch of Saint Ann Church with me and members of our pastoral team. What we found was 
both disturbing and disheartening. We discovered that the “virtue” of long-deferred maintenance has become the vice of 
deterioration and neglect throughout Saint Ann Church. The ceiling over the spot where the elevator would open into 
the church is cracked and crumbling. Archways and ceilings in the choir loft are crumbling and crashing to the floor to 
the point where we have prohibited all access to the choir loft and bell tower. The anchors, frames, pins, and sills that 
support both the large and small rose windows in the church have decayed to the point where they may need to be re-
moved so that the structures that support them can be rebuilt. Likewise, the buttresses on the front of the church have 
deteriorated to the point where we fear that they are literally separating from the building. Both side entrances to the 
church are in desperate and obvious need of repair and refurbishment. And this to-do list does not include the long-
overdue painting of the interior of the church or the long-overdue renovation of the parish hall (including the kitchen, 
bathrooms, and heating system). 
 

Many of the problems described above have been caused by leaks in the bell tower that allow water to travel from the 
steeple, through the tower, and then into the space between the exterior masonry and interior plaster. These leaks are 
causing the tower, the east wall of the church, and the interior plaster in the choir loft and vestibule to deteriorate at an 
accelerated pace, causing damage to the front doors, walls, and woodwork of the church. This “towering challenge” is 
worsened by severe winters which cause water to freeze, expand, melt, and contract. Overall, this potentially ruinous 
situation is urgent and must be addressed now. In short, we have reached the point where major portions of our beauti-
ful and historic church must be restored, not just repaired, for both safety and structural reasons. Again, this is no longer 
about maintaining and repairing our church; this is about restoring and saving it! 
 

As I promised to you last fall, after consulting with our finance and pastoral councils, I commissioned an independent 
engineering firm to formally inspect our church building and report their findings. Needless to say, this first formal in-
spection revealed results almost identical to our informal inspections. So after consulting again with our finance council, 
I gave approval to contract CBI Consulting of Boston to again inspect the building in order to determine the estimated 
cost of repairing and restoring the east wall, windows, and tower of our church. This sixty-two page report is now post-
ed on our website at ccgronline.com. A limited number of additional copies are also available at our pastoral offices. 
This second report divides the necessary repairs and restoration work into two phases that would cost at least $542,500. 
Essentially, the report makes clear the long-term structural integrity of Saint Ann Church depends on our ability and 
commitment to completing this repair and restoration work in a timely manner. 
 

Since receiving CBI Consulting’s report in mid-May, I have asked many questions, consulted with Mike Horgan and 
other professionals about the conclusions of the report, and prayed a great deal about the difficult decisions that lie 
ahead for our parish. At this point, it seems abundantly clear to me that we cannot begin an expensive elevator project 
when the long-term structural integrity of our church is in doubt. Essentially, we must decide as a community whether 
to return the donations made to install the proposed elevator or to use those donations (with your support) to first re-
pair, restore, and ultimately save Saint Ann Church for future generations; and then address accessibility to the church 
and its restrooms. I cannot make these hard choices alone, so I ask for your prayers, your advice, and finally your sup-
port in making a final decision that is just, right, and in the best long-term interests of our parish. Saint Ann, pray for us! 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 
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Our Pastor’s Message 
____________________ 

 

EVERYDAY MIRACLES 
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 

Later this week (September 3rd), the Church will cele-
brate the Feast of Saint Gregory the Great (540-604), Pope 
and Doctor of the Church. Saint Gregory is remembered 
and venerated for his countless contributions to liturgy, 
literature, and music. He is also widely remembered for a 
breathtaking miracle. As Pope Gregory raised the Host 
during Mass, it was miraculously transformed into the 
actual Body of Christ, who appeared to the congregation 
as the Man of Sorrows. 
 

As a parish priest for more than twelve years, I have nev-
er been blessed by this kind of miraculous occurrence. But 
I can still marvel at the small miracles that happen among 
us each and every day! Here are just three examples: 
 

Earlier this summer, I was amazed when a man who had 
long ago rejected his faith agreed to pray with me and be 
anointed with the Sacrament of the Sick. He was dying, 
depressed, and hopeless, but knew in his heart that God 
was with him and his family. He blessed himself, held my 
hand, and recited the prayers of his childhood. While not 
a conversion experience, God’s consolation brightened a 
dark hospital room and brought peace to a dying man. 
 

Last month, I was approached by a little brother in Christ 
after Mass in front of Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. 
This boy is just three years old and he watched as I 
prayed with and blessed a grieving family. All of a sud-
den, the boy ran to me and asked: “Father, can you bless 
me, too?” Barely able to control my emotions, I knelt, 
placed my hands over his little head, and begged the Lord 
to bless and protect this child and his family. After invok-
ing the blessing of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the boy 
smiled peacefully and waddled off into the arms of his 
astonished mother. 
 

And just last weekend after Mass, I watched in wonder as 
a member of our pastoral team talked with a troubled 
parishioner in the back of one of our churches for more 
than an hour. After their conversation, one could see the 
peace on the face of that fellow parishioner. In fact, one 
could almost literally see how the grace of God had 
worked in what could have been a very difficult situation. 
 

As Catholics, we believe and we know in our hearts that 
Christ is present in the Blessed Sacrament, in the other 
sacraments of the Church, and in the good works of our 
families, friends, and fellow parishioners. Such miracles 
are happening all around us! God’s boundless love is at 
work in our busy lives! His abundant grace is at work in 
our troubled world! Let us pray for the grace to see it, em-
brace it, and act on it! Amen! Amen! 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 

Sacrament of Baptism 
_____________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Schedule for the Month of September 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of three Sacraments 
of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The other Sac-
raments of Initiation are Holy Eucharist and Confirma-
tion. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the 
gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives ac-
cess to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we are 
freed from sin and reborn as children of God; we become 
members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church, and 
made sharers in her mission (CCC 1213).” 
 

During September, the Catholic Community of Glouces-
ter & Rockport will celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism 
according to the following schedule: 
 

Baptism Preparation Workshop 
Sunday, September 6th at 1:00pm 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, September 13th at 1:00pm 

Saint Ann Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, September 20th at 1:00pm 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, September 27th at 11:00am 

Saint Joachim Church 
 

If you would like to have your child baptized, please con-
tact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. If you are an adult who has not been baptized and 
would like to prepare for the Sacrament of Baptism in the 
Roman Catholic Church, please contact Cliff Garvey at 
cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
 

The following children recently received the Sacrament of 
Baptism here in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport: 
 

Joseph Bertolino· Virginia Favazza 
Natalia Gyngell· Luca Muniz 

Sophia Murray· Joseph Novello 
Giuseppe Numerosi· Erik O’Connor 

Isla O’Hanley· Jay Sanfilippo 
Robert Wilson 

 

Congratulations! Please pray for these recently baptized 
children, their parents, grandparents, and godparents! 
Thank you in advance for your prayers! May God bless 
you and your family! 
 

MORE INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com/sacraments 

All are welcome! 
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Coming Soon! 
____________________ 

 

FALL MINI-COURSE 
“Learning the Liturgy of the Hours” 

September 15th through September 17th at 6:30pm 
 

In his First Letter to the Thessalonians, Saint Paul writes: 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you (1 Thess 5:16).” For centuries, Christians have puz-
zled over what it means to pray without ceasing. But one 
ancient practice provides us with an answer: the Liturgy 
of the Hours. 
 

Since the middle ages, the Church has used a daily prac-
tice of prayer called the “Divine Office” or “Liturgy of the 
Hours” to mark and sanctify the various hours or times of 
the day: morning, afternoon, evening, and night. It uses a 
four-week cycle of psalms, canticles, and scripture read-
ings to draw us into deeper relationship with Christ and 
the Church by uniting us with the Lord and each other 
through prayers of petition, praise, and thanksgiving. 
 

At ordination, our deacons and priests make solemn 
promises to pray with the Divine Office each and every 
day. However, the Liturgy of the Hours is not just for dea-
cons, priests, and those consecrated to religious life. 
Countless lay men and women around the world make 
the Liturgy of the Hours the foundation of their daily 
prayer and worship. Indeed, in Canticum Laudis, the Ap-
ostolic Constitution of the Church, we read: “The purpose 
of the Divine Office is to sanctify the day and all human 
activity. The Divine Office is the prayer not only of the 
clergy but of the whole People of God.” 
 

During our recent summer retreat, which was based on 
the prayer and spirituality of Saint Benedict (the founder 
of western monasticism), many parishioners asked about 
the Liturgy of the Hours. What is it? Can I pray it, too? 
How does it work? In response to that spiritual hunger for 
more information and instruction, Father Jim and Cliff 
Garvey will host a special three night mini-course entitled 
“Learning the Liturgy of the Hours” from Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15th through Thursday, September 17th from 
6:30pm until 8:00pm at Saint Anthony Chapel. 
 

Each evening of the mini-course will begin with Evening 
Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours. After praying to-
gether, Father Jim and Cliff will offer a reflection on some 
aspect of the Divine Office and advice on how to pray it 
alone or in small groups. Each evening will include time 
for discussion and questions. And finally, we will con-
clude with Night Prayer. 
 

This mini-course is free but one volume editions of the 
Liturgy of the Hours will be available for purchase. If you 
would like to enroll in this special program, please contact 
Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. 
Please join us! All are welcome! 

News & Events 
____________________ 

 

SUMMER CARILLON CONCERTS 
An Our Lady of Good Voyage Tradition 

This Saturday, August 29th at 5:00pm 
 

A summer tradition continues this weekend at Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Parish! The second in our annual series 
of Summer Carillon Concerts is scheduled for this Satur-
day, August 29th at 5:00pm (rain or shine). 
 

This summer, Luann Pallazola, our own very talented 
organist-keyboardist has prepared programs that include 
familiar classical and international pieces, popular hymns, 
patriotic melodies, and even children’s tunes. 
 

Installed in 1922, the carillon bells in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church were the first toned set of carillon bells in 
the United States. Although our bells can be heard from 
several blocks away, the sound is best close to the church.  
So bring a coffee, cold drink, or snack and enjoy this won-
derful Gloucester tradition! 
 

Our other recitals are scheduled for the following Satur-
day afternoons at 5:00pm: September 5th, and September 
12th. These recitals are free and open to the public! For 
more information, please contact LuAnn Pallazola at 978-
281-4820 or lpallazola@gmail.com. Please join us!  
 

HEARTSAVERS CPR COURSE 
Saturday, October 17th· Holy Family Parish Center 

Two New Classes Available! Space Is Limited! 
 

Irene Kerr, a certified CPR instructor, longtime friend of 
our pastor, and member of the Assisi Project, has gener-
ously offered to teach the American Heart Association’s 
Heartsavers CPR Course to parishioners and friends of 
the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport. 
 

Upon completion, participants will receive a certification 
from the American Heart Association in CPR and other 
lifesaving techniques. Two courses are now available on 
Saturday, October 17th! A morning session will begin at 
8:45am and conclude at 11:45am. An afternoon session 
will begin at 12:45pm and conclude at 3:45pm. Pick one!  
 

The Heartsavers CPR Course is free but limited to just six 
participants per class session. If you would like to join us, 
please contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

BRINGING HOME THE WORD 
Join us: ccgronline.com/news 

 

Bringing Home the Word is a weekly resource for individ-
uals and families that offers suggestions for prayer and 
reflection based on the Sunday Mass readings and great 
ideas for sharing the faith with family, friends, neighbors, 
and colleagues. Every Saturday, a new issue is available at 
ccgronline.com/news! Please join us online! 
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Prayer, Fellowship, and Service 
____________________ 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
SPECIAL MESSAGE OF THANKS 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society wishes to sincerely 
thank all parishioners, friends, and guests who gave so 
generously to our recent second collection. Because of 
your generosity, we raised $5,759.93! Thanks to your 
support, we can continue our work to assist those in need  
on Cape Ann. Please pray for the members of the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society as we continue to live our faith by 
loving and serving our neighbors in need! Thank you! 
May God bless you and your family! 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS· COUNCIL 215 
Meeting & Social· Tuesday September 8th 

 

The Knights of Columbus is an organization of men that 
remains true to its founding principles of charity, unity, 
and fraternity. Founded in 1882, the Knights remain an 
organization dedicated to the mutual assistance of 
members and their families, but also to serving the 
disabled, the poor, and the sick. In addition, the Knights 
sponsor educational, charitable, and religious programs. 
 

Council 215 serves the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport at Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish. Our next meeting and quarterly social is 
scheduled for Tuesday, September 8th at 7:00pm in the 
Holy Family Parish Center. For more information about 
joining the Knights of Columbus, please contact Peter 
Brau at grandknight@kofc215.com or visit our website at 
kofc215.com. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NORTH 
Help Us Help Others! 

 

Catholic Charities North provides basic needs assistance 
(food gift cards, utilities, and mortgage & rent) to needy 
families during these challenging economic times. Funds 
are also available to help our fishing community families 
with food, utilities, mortgage, and rental costs. If you can 
help us help others, please send your donation to: 
 

Catholic Charities North 
Attention: Sarah Gindel 

60 Prospect Street 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 

 

Please make all checks payable to Catholic Charities North 
and write “basic needs” in your check’s memo line. For 
more information or assistance, please contact Sarah 
Gindel at 978-283-3055 or sarah_gindel@ccab.org. Thank 
you for your ongoing generosity and support! 

 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us at ccgronline.com! 

Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline 

Holy Family Women’s Guild 
____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
“Back to School Meeting” 

Tuesday, September 1st at 7:00pm 
 

So sad, summer is almost over! So glad, it’s back to school! 
On Tuesday, September 1st at 7:00pm, the Women’s Guild 
of Holy Family Parish is having a “Back to School Meet-
ing” in Monsignor Sullivan Hall (Saint Ann Church). If 
you have old school, student, or teacher photos, old report 
cards, or other fun memorabilia from your school days, 
please bring them! We’ll walk together down memory 
lane and laugh together about the good old days! 
 

Bernadette Cruz, a fellow parishioner, will be our featured 
speaker. Bernadette works at “Pathways for Children”, a 
local non-profit which brings together children from all 
walks of life to learn the values of community, respect, 
and education. Bernadette will talk with us about the 
Head Start Program and other programs offered by Path-
ways. 
 

In keeping with the Guild’s mission of service, please 
bring art supplies (drawing paper, construction paper, 
glue sticks, crayons and markers) that can be donated to 
the program. Pathways also needs diapers, and children’s 
underwear (sizes 2T-6) and children’s pants (sizes 2T-6). 
For more information about this event or about the good 
work of the Women’s Guild, please contact Leanne Authi-
er at 978-283-7901. Please join us! 

 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Memorial Mass· Saturday, September 12th· 4:00pm 

 

On Saturday, September 12th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann 
Church, Father Jim will celebrate the Vigil Mass for the 
intentions of the Holy Family Women’s Guild. This will be 
a special time to come together and pray for both the souls 
of those Guild members who have gone home to God and 
for those still laboring in God’s vineyard. 
 

For those interested in learning more about the Women’s 
Guild, members will be available to answer questions both 
before and after Mass. For more information, please con-
tact Lydia Bertolino at lbertolino4@msn.com or 978-281-
4279. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Christmas Fair Planning Meeting 
Monday, September 14th· 6:30pm 

 

The next planning meeting for the Holy Family Christmas 
Fair is scheduled for Monday, September 14th at 6:30pm 
in Monsignor Sullivan Hall (Saint Ann Church). We will 
work on raffle tickets for our grand prizes. Members and 
volunteers are asked to bring scissors, staplers, and paper 
cutters. For more information, please contact Lydia Berto-
lino at lbertolino4@msn.com or 978-281-4279. Please join 
us! All are welcome! 
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Our Weekly Gifts 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of August 22nd & August 23rd 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass:     $6,242.00 
 

Miscellaneous Gifts:         $450.00 
 

Electronic Donations:         $756.00 
 

Total Offerings:       $7,448.00 
 

Second Collection (Cevicos):     $4,960.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 
____________________ 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of August 22nd & August 23rd 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass:     $3,372.00 
 

OLGV Charity Fund:         $232.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection:                           $16,196.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 
___________________ 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary 
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for 
a special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested do-
nation for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 
 

In Memory of Warren Houghton 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Captain Frank Ciaramitaro, 
Francesco & Stefana Taormina, 

Mercurio & Rosalia Ciaramitaro, 
Sam Taormina, and Vincenza Bertolino 

Altar Gifts· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

For more information about sanctuary gifts, please con-
tact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Thank you for your generous and ongoing support 
for Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Parish! May God bless you and your family! 

 

WEEKLY BULLETIN ONLINE 
Join us at ccgronline.com! 

 

Believe it or not, more people now read our bulletin 
online than in print! Every Saturday morning, the latest 
edition of our bulletin is posted on our website! Please 
join us at ccgronline.com/news! All are welcome! 

Our Mass Intentions 
_____________________ 

 

AUGUST 29—SEPTEMBER 6, 2015 

Saturday, August 29 Vigil· Twenty-Second Sunday 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann 
Captain Salvatore & Mary Nicastro, 

and Sons, James & Joseph 

6:00pm ·  OLGV 
Andrew M. Murphy  
& Teresa M. Murphy 

Sunday, August 30 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am ·  OLGV Michael Davis 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann Sis Rose & Mary Alves 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim George & Katy Warde 

11:45am ·  OLGV Ignazio LoContro 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 Twenty-Second Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, August 31 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

Timothy Teixeira 

Tuesday, September 1 
8:00am ·  Saint Joachim Michael Stuart & Jay Stuart 

Wednesday, September 2 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

Manuel Carreiro & Family 

Thursday, September 3 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Theresa Meiners 

Friday, September 4 
8:00am ·  OLGV Manuel Luis & Family 

Saturday, September 5 
8:00am ·  Saint Ann Cynthia Loiacano (Living Intention) 

Saturday, September 5 Vigil· Twenty-Third Sunday 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann William H. Budrow 

6:00pm ·  OLGV Pietro Noto 

Sunday, September 6 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am ·  OLGV Father Henry Cicale 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann Madonna dela Grazie Memorial Mass 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim 
Anniversary Mass 

Ordination of Deacon William Kane 

11:45am ·  OLGV José & Julia Goulart & Family 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 


