
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 
 
 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH ∙ OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
__________________________________________________ 

 

A Community United in Prayer, Fellowship, and Service ∙ All Are Welcome! 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time ∙ July 26, 2015 

 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 
Mail:  60 Prospect Street ∙ Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 

Phone: 978-281-4820·  Fax: 978-281-4964·  Email: office@ccgronline.com ·  Online: ccgronline.com 
Pastoral Office: 74 Pleasant Street ·  Office Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00am-4:00pm 

 

Please Join Us! All Are Welcome! 
We welcome new parishioners to Gloucester & Rockport! 

Please introduce yourself and contact the pastoral office to register as a parishioner! 

Feast of Saint Ann & Saint Joachim 
Patrons of Holy Family Parish | Sunday, July 26th 

 
________________________ 
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Feast of Saint Ann & Saint Joachim 
____________________ 

 

THE STORY OF OUR PATRONS 
 

Each year on July 26th, the Catholic Church celebrates the Feast of Saint Ann and Saint Joachim. An ancient story dating 
from the first centuries of the Church’s existence recalls how Saint Ann and Saint Joachim, like Abraham and Sarah, were 
scorned by their neighbors because they had no children. Years of disappointment and longing did not weaken their 
trust in God, but grief eventually drove Saint Joachim into the desert wilderness to fast and pray. Saint Ann remained at 
home, dressed in mourning clothes, and wept because she had no child of her own. A young girl saw Saint Ann’s dis-
tress and reminded her to put all her trust in God alone. So Saint Ann washed, dressed in her bridal clothes, and went 
into the garden to plead with God for a child. During this time of prayer, angels appeared to Saint Ann in the garden and 
Saint Joachim in the wilderness. The angels promised that despite their old age, they would conceive and give birth to a 
child who would be known throughout the world. That child, of course, was the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God. 
Saint Ann and Saint Joachim ran to meet each other at Jerusalem’s Golden Gate where they kissed and rejoiced in the 
new life that God had promised them.  
 

More than two thousand years later, Saint Ann and Saint Joachim are powerful patrons for married couples; married 
couples who are having difficulty conceiving a child; expectant mothers; parents, grandparents; and the elderly. Saint 
Ann is also venerated as patroness of sailors, homemakers, and single women. In addition, the Basilica of Saint Ann de 
Beaupre (near Quebec City, Canada) is regarded as a place of miracles, especially for those who suffer from physical dis-
abilities and paralysis. As we celebrate the feast of our patrons, let us unite our hearts and voices in prayer for the inter-
cession of Saint Ann and Saint Joachim and their child, the Blessed Virgin Mary! Saint Ann, pray for us! Saint Joachim, 
pray for us! Our Lady of Good Voyage, pray for us! 
 

A NOVENA TO SAINT ANN & SAINT JOACHIM 
 

Saint Ann and Saint Joachim, 
you are the good parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
and blessed grandparents of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

  When we are afraid…    Help us to trust in the Lord. 
  When life seems barren…   Help us to trust in God’s mercy. 
  When we are confused…   Help us to find the way to God. 
  When we are ashamed…   Remind us that we are God’s children. 
  When we are selfish…    Teach us to cling only to what lasts. 
  When we sin…     Lead us to do God’s will. 
  When we are lost in the desert…   Lead us to those God has called us to love. 
 

  You know God’s will for the family…  Keep all families close to you. 
  You know God’s will for husband & wife… Help us to live in chastity & fidelity. 
  You trusted God’s will…   Help us to respect God’s gift of fertility. 
  You suffered without children…  Intercede for married couples who seek to conceive. 
  You gave birth to the Blessed Mother…  Inspire married couples to be co-creators with God. 
  You taught Mary, the Mother of God…  Teach us to nurture children in faith, hope, and love. 
  You trusted in God…    Pray for all married couples. 
  You trusted in God…    Pray for all parents. 
  You trusted in God…    Pray for all grandparents. 

 

Almighty God and Father, 
You bestowed on Saint Ann and Saint Joachim this singular grace: 

that their daughter, Mary, should become the Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Through their intercession, grant us the salvation that you promised to your people. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Saint Ann, pray for us!  
Saint Joachim, pray for us!  

Our Lady of Good Voyage, pray for us! 
 

Sources: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB); Liturgy of the Hours 
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Our Pastor’s Message 
____________________ 

 

PRAYING & REJOICING 
WITH OUR PATRON SAINTS 

 

This weekend’s responsorial psalm reminds us: “The 
hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs!” This 
beautiful verse from Psalm 145 encourages us to always 
remember that God provides for us, that God loves us 
beyond all measure, that God forgives our sins, and that 
God continually reaches out to us in friendship and mer-
cy no matter where we find ourselves on life’s journey. 
 

Our patrons, Saint Ann and Saint Joachim, were faithful 
Jews and devoted to practicing the teachings and tradi-
tions of their religion. And yet, tradition holds that they 
were met with disappointment and despair because they 
could not conceive a child (see page 2). But instead of 
turning their backs on God (as so many of us do when 
our prayers seem to go unanswered), Saint Ann and Saint 
Joachim turned toward God. In a true spirit of faith, hope, 
and love, they prayed even more fervently that God 
might answer their prayers, provide for their needs, and 
bless them with a child. 
 

One can only imagine Saint Ann and Saint Joachim rejoic-
ing when the angels informed them that their prayers had 
been answered and that their child would be known 
throughout the world! One can only imagine their grati-
tude and love for God’s mighty power! One can only im-
agine them uniting their hearts and voices in prayer: “The 
hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs!” 
 

As we celebrate the Feast of Saint Ann and Saint Joachim 
and as we continue to build and strengthen our parishes 
in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, let 
us unite our hearts and voices and ask for their prayers. 
Let us ask Saint Ann, Saint Joachim, and Our Blessed 
Mother to pray that we are blessed with the gifts of chari-
ty, discernment, generosity, and wisdom. Let us ask 
Saints Ann, Saint Joachim, and Our Blessed Mother to 
guide us on our shared journey of faith. And let us ask 
them to bless us, bless our work together, and bless every-
one who comes to our churches in search of God’s friend-
ship, love, and mercy! 
 

Finally, all parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catho-
lic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to 
join us for the Holy Family Parish Picnic after the 4:00pm 
Mass (Saint Ann Church) on Saturday, July 25th; and for 
the Ceremonial Crowning of the Statue of Saint Ann and 
Our Blessed Mother on Sunday, July 26th after the 8:15am 
Mass (Saint Ann Church). As we celebrate the Feast of 
Saint Ann and Saint Joachim, let us ask for their powerful 
prayers and rejoice: “The hand of the Lord feeds us; he 
answers all our needs!” Amen! Amen! 
 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 

New & Noteworthy 
____________________ 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
PASTORAL TEAM NEWS 

 

Last week, Dr. Richard Anderson informed me of his de-
cision to retire from his position as Director of Music at 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish to focus full-time on 
recovering from a serious ankle injury suffered last win-
ter. Please join me in continuing to pray for Richard’s re-
covery and to thank God for his many years of dedicated 
service to Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 
 

I am delighted to announce that Thomas Misuraca has 
accepted the position of Associate Minister for Music for 
the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport. In 
this capacity, Tom will coordinate and direct all aspects of 
the music ministries at both Holy Family Parish and Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Parish.  
 

Tom is a lifelong resident of Gloucester and a fellow 
graduate of Boston University. Tom and Donna have 
been married for 37 years. They have two grown sons and 
four grandchildren. For thirty-seven years, Tom taught 
English, History, and World Geography at the Beeman, 
Fuller, and O’Maley Schools in Gloucester. For three 
years, he served as Director of Music at Saint Ann Parish. 
And for the past eleven years, Tom has served with dis-
tinction as Director of Music at Holy Family Parish. 
 

During my first year as your pastor, Tom has been a con-
stant source of encouragement, good cheer, and honest 
wisdom. He has the heart and soul of a true minister. His 
passion for music is contagious; and his dedication to 
serving in God’s vineyard is a true inspiration to all who 
have been touched by his good work over the years. 
 

As Tom begins this challenging and important assign-
ment, he has my full confidence and support. I am de-
lighted that Tom has accepted this position and I look 
forward to working with him in the weeks, months, and 
years ahead. Please continue to pray for Tom and his 
family, for all of our music ministers, and for all who live, 
work, and worship in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport! 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 
 

JOIN US ONLINE! 
 

For the latest news and information about the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport and the many op-
portunities available in our parishes for prayer, fellow-
ship, and service, please join us at ccgronline.com. Our 
website is updated every week with “Our Pastor’s Mes-
sage”, “Bringing Home the Word”, and our weekly bulle-
tin. In addition, our Twitter feed is updated throughout 
the week, so please follow us: @ccgronline! Please join us! 
All are welcome! 
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Summer Retreat for Adults 
____________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND ANNUAL SUMMER RETREAT 
“A GOOD LIFE” 

Begins Sunday, July 26th at 7:00pm 
 

Summer is a great time of year for retreat; for stepping 
back from the business and busy-ness of everyday life in 
order to focus on our personal relationship with Christ 
and His Church. Unfortunately, few among us have an 
opportunity to leave work, family, and friends for a real 
retreat from the world.  
 

For this reason, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport is happy to announce its Second Annual Sum-
mer Retreat! Beginning on Sunday, July 26th and con-
cluding on Friday, July 31st, all are invited to join Father 
Jim and Cliff Garvey for a unique chance to experience 
the peace and spiritual renewal of a week-long retreat 
without leaving home! 
 

Our retreat will be based on Robert Benson’s book, “A 
Good Life”, which offers a modern interpretation of the 
ancient rule of Saint Benedict of Nursia, the founder of 
western monasticism. This little gem of a book provides 
practical wisdom for achieving a real balance in our in-
creasingly busy lives through work, rest, prayer, and 
community. Each evening of our retreat will begin 
promptly at 7:00pm in Saint Anthony Chapel with Even-
ing Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours. After that, Fa-
ther Jim and Cliff will lead the group in a spiritual exer-
cise, discussion, and faith sharing. We will conclude our 
sessions at 8:30pm with Night Prayer. 
 

Between retreat sessions, participants will be asked to 
read and reflect on five easy selections from Benson’s 
book. Also, during each day of the retreat, Saint Anthony 
Chapel will open at 12:00pm for silent personal prayer 
and study. If you would like to join us for this unique 
summer retreat experience, please contact Cliff Garvey at 
cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. A donation of 
$25.00 is requested from those who can afford it. Copies 
of the book, along with coffee, tea, and cold water, will be 
provided. Please join us! All are welcome! 

Vacation Bible School for Kids 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL 
“EVEREST” 

Begins Monday, July 27th at 8:00am 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is 
pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 through 11) 
are invited to participate in this summer’s Vacation Bible 
School entitled “Everest: Conquering Challenges with 
God’s Mighty Power” from Monday, July 27th through 
Friday, July 31st at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. 
 

During this exciting week, children will experience God’s 
Word in surprising and unforgettable ways! Each day, 
they will learn about one simple but powerful biblical 
truth — both easy to remember and apply to the chal-
lenges of daily life! 
 

Day 1: Monday, July 27th 
God has the power to provide! 

 

Day 2: Tuesday, July 28th 
God has the power to comfort! 

 

Day 3: Wednesday, July 29th 
God has the power to heal! 

 

Day 4: Thursday, July 30th 
God has the power to forgive! 

 

Day 5: Friday, July 31st 
God has the power to love us forever! 

 

Each day of “Everest” will begin with Mass at 8:00am in 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. All parents, grand-
parents, and guardians are welcome to join us! After 
Mass, our team of volunteers will lead the children to Our 
Lady’s Parish Hall for a faith-filled and fun-filled morn-
ing of activities, learning, and good times with friends 
both old and new. “Everest” is a fun, though-provoking, 
and Bible-based program that your children and grand-
children will love! 
 

The tuition for this innovative summer faith formation 
program is just $25 per child for the entire week! Scholar-
ships are available for those who may need assistance. If 
you are interested in enrolling your child in “Everest”, 
please complete a registration form (available at our pas-
toral office or online at ccgronline.com/formation) as 
soon as possible. If you have questions or need more in-
formation, please contact Dawn Alves at 978-281-4820 or 
dalves@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are welcome! 
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Sacrament of Baptism 
_____________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Schedule for the Month of August 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of the three 
Sacraments of Initiation of the Roman Catholic Church. 
The other Sacraments of Initiation are Holy Eucharist and 
Confirmation. According to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC): “Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole 
Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit, and the 
door which gives access to the other sacraments. Through 
Baptism, we are freed from sin and reborn as children of 
God; we become members of Christ, are incorporated into 
the Church, and made sharers in her mission (CCC 
1213).” 
 

During August, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport will celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism 
according to the following schedule: 
 

Baptism Preparation Workshop 
Sunday, August 2nd at 11:00am 

Saint Ann Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, August 9th at 1:00pm 

Saint Ann Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, August 16th at 1:00pm 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, August 23rd at 11:00am 

Saint Joachim Church 
 

If you would like to have your child baptized, please 
contact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. If you are an adult who has not been baptized and 
would like to prepare for the Sacrament of Baptism in the 
Roman Catholic Church, please contact Cliff Garvey at 
cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
 

The following children recently received the Sacrament of 
Baptism in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport: 
 

 Neo Brancaleone      Sebastian Brancaleone  
 Felicity Joy Dunn      Mackenzie Fogarty 
 Joseph Forte       Jasmine Garcia 
 Ryan Gardiner      Candace Kastanopolous 
 Azelia Oliva       Emma Patterson 
 Addison Plumb      Jacob Ribiero-Parsons 
 Destiny Smith  Nikolas George Souza
 Maisie Jo Sutton Clara Rose Sweet 
 Angela Tsiaousopolous 
 

Please pray for these recently baptized children, their 
parents, grandparents, and godparents! Thank you in 
advance for your prayers! May God bless you and your 
family! 

Prayer, Fellowship & Service 
____________________ 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Summer Gathering· Thursday, July 30th· 11:00am 

 

During the past year in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, women of faith gathered as 
mothers, wives, ex-wives, widows, and single women to 
share our faith and reflect on the Sunday scriptures. On 
Thursday, July 30th at 11:00am, we will gather to break 
bread, welcome new friends, and pray for each others 
intentions. For more information, please contact Dawn 
Alves at 978-281-4820 or dalves@ccgronline.com 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society provides food and fi-
nancial assistance to parishioners and families in need 
throughout the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport. Donation baskets for non-perishable food items 
are placed at the entrances of our churches. Our food pan-
try needs the following items: 
 

Canned Baked Beans· Canned Chicken 
Canned Soups· Instant potatoes· Mayonnaise 

Pancake mix & syrup· Tuna Helper 
Canned Beef Stew 

 

Donation envelopes are also available and can be placed 
in the offertory basket or mailed to the parish office. 
Checks should be made payable to the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society. The Saint Vincent de Paul Society meets on 
the Second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm in Saint 
Ann Church Hall. New members and volunteers are 
always welcome! For more information, please contact 
Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. For assistance, please 
contact the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Hotline at 978-
281-8672. Thank you for your ongoing generosity! 
 

LEGION OF MARY 
Tuesdays at 4:00pm· Holy Family Parish Center 

 

The Legion of Mary is an international fellowship of lay 
men & women who volunteer their time, talent, and pray-
er under the banner of the Blessed Virgin Mary by prac-
ticing the spiritual works of mercy in our parish commu-
nities. Their primary ministry is to visit and pray with the 
disabled, homebound, and sick. Every Tuesday at 4:00pm, 
the Legion of Mary gathers to pray the Rosary, share their 
faith experience, and participate in a period of faith for-
mation under the guidance of a spiritual director. New 
members are always welcome! For more information, 
please contact Joan Foster at ajay7@verizon.net; Sue De-
metri at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com; or leave a message by 
calling 978-281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE 
Joins us: ccgronline.com! 

Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline! 
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Our Weekly Gifts 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of July 18th & July 19th 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass:     $7,857.00 
 

Miscellaneous Gifts:        $236.00 
 

Electronic Donations:        $945.00 
 

Total Offerings:      $9,038.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 
____________________ 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of July 18th & July 19th 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass:   $4,231.00 
 

Miscellaneous Gifts:       $310.00 
 

Total Offerings:     $4,541.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 
___________________ 

 

PARISH PAY 
THE EASY WAY TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISH! 

Online Giving Program 
 

Parish Pay is the largest, most experienced electronic giv-
ing provider in the United States, serving more than 
6,000 parishes nationwide. Parish Pay is a simple, safe, 
and secure way to make online donations to your parish 
using a credit card, debit card, or electronic check. Each 
week, Holy Family Parish collects more than $900 in elec-
tronic donations from parishioners through our Parish 
Pay program. Parish Pay is currently available to parish-
ioners at Holy Family Parish, but will be available soon at 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. For more information, 
please contact Linda Rogers at lrogers@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820; or visit the website at parishpay.com. 
 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

The sanctuary lamp signifies the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament in the churches of the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport. These lamps can be donated in 
memory of a departed loved one. This week, donations 
were offered in memory of: 
 

Andrew & Margaret Orlando 
Sanctuary Lamp· Saint Ann Church 

 

Victor Conigliari, Jr. 
Sanctuary Lamp· Saint Joachim Church 

 

For more information about sanctuary gifts, please con-
tact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Thank you for your generous support! 

Our Mass Intentions 
_____________________ 

 

JULY 25—AUGUST 2, 2015 

Saturday, July 25 Vigil· Seventeenth Sunday 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 

6:00pm ·  OLGV Sally Unis 

Sunday, July 26 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am ·  OLGV Francis Clooney 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim Rosa & Francesco Paolo Brancaleone 

11:45am ·  OLGV José & Julia Goulart & Sons 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, July 27 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

Nicolo Ciolino & Family 

Tuesday, July 28 
8:00am ·  Saint Joachim Jane Feldman 

Wednesday, July 29 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

Rose Marie Saunders 

Thursday, July 30 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Mary Anne Donohue 

Friday, July 31 
8:00am ·  OLGV Lillian Morendo 

Saturday, August 1 
8:00am ·  Saint Ann Reverend Myron Bullock 

Saturday, August 1 Vigil· Eighteenth Sunday 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann Phil, Ruth & Mike Carroll 

6:00pm ·  OLGV Manuel Jeremias & Maria José Matos 

Sunday, August 2 Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

7:00am ·  OLGV Richard Devlin 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann Gaetano Onorio 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim Walter & Madeline O’Donnell 

11:45am ·  OLGV Antonio “Tony” & Mary Militello 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 


