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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Schedule for the Month of October 2016 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of three Sacraments 
of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The two oth-
er Sacraments of Initiation are Eucharist and Confirma-
tion. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the 
gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives 
access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we are 
freed from sin and reborn as children of God; we become 
members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church, and 
made sharers in her mission (CCC 1213).” 
 

During the month of October, the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Baptism according to the following schedule: 
 

Baptism Preparation Workshop 
Sunday, October 2nd at 11:00am 

Saint Ann Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, October 9th at 1:00pm 

Saint Ann Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, October 16th at 1:00pm 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, October 23rd at 11:00am 

Saint Joachim Church 
 

During the month of September, the following eleven 
children received the Sacrament of Baptism here in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport: 
 

Violet Cain·  
Lucas Gallant 

Madison Groves·  
Selena Gusmano 
Alajandra Lopez 

Imari Mione 
Seamus O’Maley-Phillips 

Ava Saunders-Bland 
Ace Silva 

Hudson Stanwood 
Joseph Tumbiolo 

 

If you would like to schedule your child’s baptism, 
please contact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. If you are an adult (age 18 and over) who 
has not been baptized and would like to prepare for the 
Sacrament of Baptism, please contact Cliff Garvey at 978-
281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Congratulations! 
Please pray for these recently baptized young disciples, 
their parents, grandparents, and godparents! Thank you! 

 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
GRADE 2 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  

Registration Now Underway! 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is 
now offering a creative and innovative way for young 
children to prepare for the Sacraments of Penance & Rec-
onciliation (Confession) and First Holy Communion. Our 
program is designed to prepare both children and their 
parents for these sacraments, encourage lifelong relation-
ships with Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church, and help 
families grow together in prayer, fellowship, and service. 
Our program is simple and family friendly!  
 

First, we will continue to place primary focus on inviting 
families to attend one of our seven weekend Masses. Sec-
ond, all second grade children and their parents (or 
guardians) are asked to attend two 90 minute workshops 
during the fall season; and three 90 minute workshops 
during the winter-spring season. Each “Faith & Family 
Workshop” is offered at three different times, so each 
family can choose which option works best for them!  
 

Our program begins this month. Calendars and registra-
tion materials are posted at ccgronline.com/formation. If 
you have questions or need any assistance with youth 
faith formation in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport, please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or 
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION PROGRAM 

Registration Now Underway! 
 

Registration is underway for our Confirmation Prepara-
tion Program. Beginning in the ninth grade, all high 
school students are invited to participate in our two-year 
program that will prepare them to receive the Seven Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit at Confirmation. During the first year, 
our students will participate in a series of interactive 
workshops about the teachings and traditions of the Cath-
olic Church. During the second year, our students will 
participate in a series of special events and workshops 
designed to help them grow in prayer, fellowship, and 
service; to prepare them to receive the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, and to stimulate their lives as faithful and faith-
filled young adult disciples.  
 

Our program has already begun. Calendars and registra-
tion materials are available at ccgronline.com/formation. 
If you have questions or need any assistance with youth 
faith formation in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport, please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or 
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 
 

GROWING YOUNG DISCIPLES 
____________________ 
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH· ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 
GO, REBUILD MY CHURCH! 

 

Just over two years ago, Cardinal Sean O’Malley established the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport as a col-
laborative of two historic parishes: Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. Although our parishes 
share one pastor and pastoral team, each parish remains fully and canonically independent; maintains its own bank ac-
counts and accounting procedures; and continues to be solely responsible for its own bills, building maintenance, and 
pastoral programs. During the past two years, Holy Family Parish has been blessed in many ways. Despite necessary 
changes to our worship schedule, attendance is growing and spirits are high. Fundraising events like the Christmas Fair, 
Strawberry Festival, and a recent “Pastor’s Challenge” have been successful both by raising funds and by building and 
strengthening our parish as a vibrant community of prayer, fellowship, and service. In addition, out-of-town friends and 
visitors to both Saint Ann Church and Saint Joachim Church have both spoken and written to me about the commit-
ment, energy and spirit in our parish. And although it has been sometimes challenging, parishioners from both Holy 
Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish are now praying together, working together, and helping each oth-
er live the Gospel, share God’s love, and rebuild the Church here in Gloucester and Rockport. 
 

Along with our many blessings come both challenges and opportunities. Included in this weekend’s newsletter (and 
posted on our website at ccgronline.com) is a financial summary for the fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2016. Thanks 
to the good advice and guidance of our finance council, I am pleased to report that our parish budget is balanced; and 
despite the City of Gloucester’s decision not to renew its lease agreement for the school building, we anticipate a bal-
anced budget for the coming year based on fundraising, weekly offertory, Grand Annual Collection, and ongoing efforts 
to reduce overall expenses. As always, our long-term financial stability depends on parishioners like you who give so 
generously of their time, talent, and treasure to help us raise the funds necessary to pay our bills and to continue the 
good and necessary  work of sharing God’s love and mercy with the people of Gloucester and Rockport and beyond.  
 

Our biggest challenge — our towering challenge — is to repair and restore Saint Ann Church. As you know, Saint Ann 
Church has been poked, prodded, checked, and double-checked by local and regional experts to ensure that we have 
found any and all problems that might affect its long-term structural integrity. Competitive bids to complete the neces-
sary restoration of the church’s bell tower and front façade were submitted by four respected contractors. After studying 
these bids and consulting with our finance council, parish council, representatives from all of our parish ministries, and 
archdiocesan officials, we have engaged the services of Aniceto Historical Restorations, Inc. of Milford, Massachusetts, a 
construction firm with a strong reputation for completing similar projects in the Archdiocese of Boston, to complete this 
project as soon as possible. Scaffolding and other preparatory work is already underway, but the overall cost of this pro-
ject will be approximately one million dollars. Needless to say, the success of the Saint Ann Church Restoration Project 
depends on your prayers and support! In order to save our church for future generations of faithful and faith-filled pa-
rishioners, we must do three things. First, we must rededicate all donations for the so-called elevator project to this pro-
ject. Second, we must ask for additional donations from all parishioners to repair and restore our church. And third, we 
must pray every day for the grace and strength to meet our obligations to lovingly care for God’s house. 
 

On Tuesday, October 4th, the Catholic Church will celebrate the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi. More than 800 years 
ago, Francis walked into a dilapidated little church and knelt in prayer before an ancient crucifix. Upon completing his 
prayers, the Crucified Christ spoke to him: “Francis, go and rebuild my church!” Many centuries later, we are faced with 
a similar challenge. So, let us pray together for faith, hope, and love. Let us pray for guidance and wisdom. Let us pray 
for courage to confront our towering challenge. And let us pray for perseverance to rebuild our beautiful church. 
 

Next month, every registered family at Holy Family Parish will receive an offertory envelope for the Saint Ann Church 
Restoration Project. All are encouraged to either place an offering in the collection basket during Mass or mail it to me as 
soon as possible. Additional envelopes will be available in our parish office and at the doors of both Saint Ann Church 
and Saint Joachim Church. As we repair and restore our beautiful church, please join me in praying that each of us, ac-
cording to our means, will give generously to this vitally important fundraising effort. Finally, please accept my deepest 
thanks for your prayers and encouragement during my first twenty-eight months as your pastor. Your kindness and 
support both humble me and sustain me in my ministry. Please continue to pray for me, for our dedicated pastoral team, 
and for each other; and please know that you and your family are always in my prayers. Thank you in advance for your 
prayers and ongoing support for Holy Family Parish!  
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 
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CELEBRATING SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
____________________ 

 

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
with FATHER JIM 

Sunday, October 2nd at 1:00pm 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi is venerated throughout the world 
as patron of animals and the environment. In anticipation 
of the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, all parishioners, 
friends, and guests of the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport (whether you own a pet or not) 
are invited to join Father Jim for the traditional “Blessing 
of the Animals” on Sunday, October 2nd at 1:00pm in 
Our Lady’s Rectory Parking Lot. All friendly family pets 
are welcome (but must be leashed or secured in carriers). 
For more information, please see Father Jim before or 
after Mass. All are welcome! 
 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Learning to Love with Saint Francis of Assisi 

Wednesday, October 5th· 7:00pm 
 

Established in 2005, the Holy Family Parish Women’s 
Guild brings together women of all ages and back-
grounds in prayer, fellowship, and service to our parish 
and community. Throughout the year, the Women’s 
Guild hosts various fundraising events and social gather-
ings, including the Palm Sunday Bake Sale, the Strawber-
ry Festival in June, and the Christmas Fair in November. 
 

The Guild’s next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
October 5th at 7:00pm in Saint Ann Church Hall. Our 
special guest will be Cliff Garvey, who will share a brief 
reflection on “Learning to Love with Saint Francis of As-
sisi.” Cliff will speak about the connection between love, 
prayer, mercy, and service. In addition, a special collec-
tion will be taken for the Saint Vincent De Paul Society 
along with our annual dues.  
 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join us 
for this special event! Refreshments will be served 
(including strawberry shortcake)! For more information 
about the Holy Family Women’s Guild and its good work 
in our parish, please contact Lydia Bertolino at 978-281-
4279 or lbertolino4@msn.com. New members are always 
welcome! Please join us! 
 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
Need Prayers? 

 

Founded by Father Jim and Cliff Garvey in 2007, the As-
sisi Project is now an international fellowship of 
“Franciscans in Spirit” with friends and followers on four 
continents. Members of the Assisi Project around the 
world pray for those who ask for prayers. If you would 
like us to pray for you or your special intention, please 
contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. May the Lord give you peace! 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE 
HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

Next Meeting: Sunday, October 2nd at 6:30pm 
 

The Holy Name Society of Our Lady of Good Voyage Par-
ish is a service-driven organization of men which was 
founded to support the parish through volunteering and 
fundraising. Its next meeting is scheduled for this Sunday, 
October 2nd at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall. Annual dues 
of $20 will be collected at the meeting. For more infor-
mation about the Holy Name Society and its good work 
in our parish, please contact Matt Parisi by leaving a mes-
sage at 978-281-4820 or mparisi101@gmail.com. New 
members are always welcome! Please join us! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE 
OUR LADY’S GUILD 

Next Meeting: Monday, October 3rd at 6:30pm 
 

Since 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build com-
munity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish through fundraising, good works, prayer, 
and social events. The Guild’s next meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, October 3rd at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall. 
The business meeting will be followed by a pot luck sup-
per. Members are reminded to bring their contribution to 
our shared meal. Officers will provide pickles, rolls, and 
chips. For more information about Our Lady’s Guild and 
its good work in our parish, please contact Linda Galvin 
at lingalv2010@gmail.com or leave a message by calling 
the parish office at 978-281-4820. New members are al-
ways welcome! Please join us! 
 

MADONNA DEL ROSARIO SOCIETY 
OCTOBER GATHERING & ANNUAL MASS 

Saturday, October 8th· Begins at 1:00pm 
 

The Madonna Del Rosario Society will host its next meet-
ing on Saturday, October 8th in Saint Ann Church Hall. 
After a brief business meeting at 1:00pm, we will enjoy 
dessert and a friendly game of bingo! Afterward, we will 
process into the 4:00pm Vigil Mass in Saint Ann Church. 
For more information, please contact Grace at 978-281-
1907 or Marie at 978-283-7820. Please join us! All are invit-
ed! All are welcome! 
 

CAPE ANN CURSILLO COMMUNITY 
Saturday, October 8th· Begins at 7:00pm 

 

The Cape Ann Cursillo Community will host its next Ul-
treya on Saturday, October 8th at Saint John Parish Hall in 
Essex beginning at 7:00pm. Coffee, dessert, and snacks 
will be served. Even if you have not lived a Cursillo spir-
itual experience, please join us! For more information, 
please contact Al Mitchell at albiemitchell@me.com or 978
-2879-3655. All are invited! All are welcome! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
FALL BAKE SALE 

This Weekend at Holy Family Parish! 
 

After all weekend Masses on Saturday, October 1st and 
Sunday, October 2nd, the Holy Family Parish Women’s 
Guild is sponsoring its Fall Bake Sale! Our offerings will 
include a variety of baked goods, including our American 
and Italian Cookies, pumpkins, and other wonderful 
items. All proceeds will benefit Holy Family Parish. Please 
join us! All are welcome! And thank you for your ongoing 
support of Holy Family Parish! 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION 

This Weekend at Holy Family Parish! 
 

In the tradition of its founder and patron, the Society of 
Saint Vincent de Paul is a Roman Catholic lay fraternity 
that leads women and men to work together and grow 
spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those 
who are needy and suffering. Here are four important 
ways that you can help us help others: 
 

First, please give generously to our special second collec-
tion this weekend, October 1st and October 2nd, during 
all Masses at Holy Family Parish. All donations (100%) 
will support the good work of the Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society and go directly to those in need! 
 

Second, all are encouraged to donate to our Food Pantry. 
Baskets can be found at the entrances of all churches in 
both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Parish. Donations may also be brought to our parish offic-
es (74 Pleasant Street in Gloucester). 
 

Third, all are invited to donate to our Clothes Closet. A 
drop-off bin is conveniently located in the parking lot in 
front of the Saint Ann School Building. 
 

Fourth, your financial contributions are always welcome 
and appreciated! Donation envelopes are located at all 
church entrances in the Catholic Community of Glouces-
ter & Rockport. All donations go directly to those in need! 
 

Also, the Saint Vincent de Paul Society needs a volunteer 
with computer skills and experience who can help us with 
creating a database program. If you can assist us, please 
contact Louise Palazolla at 978-281-1048. 
 

Last but not least, new members and volunteers are al-
ways welcome! For more information about the Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Society, please contact Annette Kennedy at 
978-283-1268 or Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. If you need 
assistance, please contact the Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Hotline at 978-281-8672. Thank you for your ongoing gen-
erosity and support of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society! 
May God bless you and your family! 

 
 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
____________________ 

 

MERCY FRIDAY 
A YEAR OF MERCY SPECIAL EVENT 

Friday, October 7th· Begins at Noon 
 

In March 2015, Pope Francis announced that the Roman 
Catholic Church would celebrate a Jubilee Year of Mercy 
beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of Mary (last December 8th) and concluding on the 
Feast of Christ the King (this coming November 20th). 
And last December, Pope Francis inaugurated the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy by opening the Holy Door at Saint Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. Overall, the theme of this extraordinary 
jubilee year is “Merciful Like the Father” and its primary 
focus is an ongoing invitation to all people to experience 
God’s forgiveness, love, and mercy through prayer, pen-
ance, worship, and the Sacraments of the Church. 
 

The tradition of the jubilee year is rooted in the Old Tes-
tament Book of Leviticus (Lev 25:8-13). In 1300, Pope 
Boniface VII convoked the first jubilee year in the Roman 
Catholic Church and offered all believers an opportunity 
for the universal forgiveness of sins. Since then, such holy 
or jubilee years have been celebrated every 25 or 50 years. 
The Catholic Church last celebrated a Jubilee Year in 2000 
to mark the beginning of a new millennium. This Jubilee 
Year of Mercy is “extraordinary” because the Holy Father 
broke from tradition and announced it without advance 
notice or planning. 
 

In the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, we 
are celebrating the Jubilee Year of Mercy with special 
programs and events throughout the year. For example, 
our next “Mercy Friday” is scheduled for Friday, October 
7th in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. Our vigil of 
prayer will begin at 12:00pm with Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament and Daytime Prayer from the Liturgy 
of the Hours. At 3:00pm, we will pray the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet. From 5:00pm until 6:00pm, Father Jim will hear 
confessions. And at 6:30pm, we will conclude with Even-
ing Prayer (with Homily) and Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Please join us for all or part of this special day 
of devotion, prayer, and worship. All are welcome! 
 

Throughout the Year of Mercy, other programs and spe-
cial events for adults include scripture study, a summer 
retreat, and our Advent and Lent Missions. All of these 
programs offer our parishioners opportunities to deepen 
their personal relationships with the Lord and to experi-
ence God’s love and mercy in their own lives. Through-
out the year, let us pray for each other and for our parish 
communities: that the Lord will bless us with his bound-
less love and mercy. For more information about the Jubi-
lee Year of Mercy in the Catholic Community of Glouces-
ter & Rockport, please contact Cliff Garvey at cgar-
vey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, have mercy on us, sinners! 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of September 24th—September 25th 

 

Weekly Offerings          $7,562.00 
 

Electronic Donations           $878.00 
 

Total Offerings                                                   $8,440.00   
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of September 24th—September 25th 

 

Weekly Offerings                                $3,201.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection    $15,909.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary 
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested do-
nation for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of the Ciaramitaro & Taormina Families 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Brien Kennedy 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Manuel I. Garcia 
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

In Memory of the Deceased Members 
of the Madonna del Rosario Society 
Sanctuary Gifts· Holy Family Parish 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in 
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact 
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Thank you for your generous support of the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

RESPECT LIFE MONTH 
October 2016 

 

For information, prayers, and resources about the Roman 
Catholic Church’s ongoing efforts to encourage respect 
for the dignity of each human life from conception until 
natural death, please visit usccb.org/pro-life-activities. 
 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

OCTOBER 1—OCTOBER 9, 2016 

Saturday, October 1 Vigil· 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Michael Smith 

6:00pm· OLGV Manuel I. Garcia 

Sunday, October 2 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Living Intention for Ruth Bonfanti 

8:15am· Saint Ann Pietro Noto 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Rosa LoGrande 

11:45am· OLGV Manuel F. Garcia 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 27th Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, October 3 
8:00am· OLGV 

Manuel I. Garcia 

Tuesday, October 4 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Frank & Frances Souza and Family 

Wednesday, October 5 
8:00am· OLGV 

George Moynihan 

Thursday, October 6 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Michael Alexander 

Friday, October 7 
8:00am· OLGV Joan MacDonald & Joyce Melanson 

Saturday, October 8 
8:00am· Saint Ann Calogero & Annarita Sanfilippo 

Saturday, October 8 Vigil· 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm· Saint Ann 
Deceased Members 

of the Madonna del Rosario Society 

6:00pm· OLGV Paula Novello 

Sunday, October 9 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Aaron Hart & Family 

8:15am· Saint Ann 
Deceased Members  

of the Knights of Columbus 

10:00am· Saint Joachim John, Sally & Chuckie Piscitello 

11:45am· OLGV José & Julia Goulart and Family 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


