
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time     September 18, 2016

It All Belongs to God
By Janel Esker

I love spending Saturday mornings 

at garage sales. Recently I held 

my own sale; I had even more 

fun selling than buying. I love seeing 

what “treasures” others find amidst my 

leftovers. Often they get so excited it’s 

as though I’ve just been borrowing the 

item and the original owner has finally 

come to claim it. 

We have a tendency to focus on what 
we own, what we’ve earned, and what is 
ours alone. We forget that all our stuff, 
and the ability to acquire stuff, originally 
comes from God. But how much do 

we have a right to if others don’t have 
enough?

One of Jesus’ lines from today’s 
Gospel struck me: “If you are not 
trustworthy with what belongs to 
another, who will give you what is 
yours?” Certainly our world’s resources 
belong to all humanity. Are we 
trustworthy stewards of these resources? 
Are we aware of how our use of these 
resources affects others, especially 
the poor? The first reading from 
Amos reminds us that God observes 
and remembers how we treat others, 
particularly those in need.

Do you question where your shoes 
are made or what the companies in 
which you hold stock are doing to the 
environment? Are resources or people 
being maltreated so you can have easy 
access to groceries, clothes, and toys?

We may not have millions to build a 
school or rescue an orphaned child in 
a developing nation, but we can adjust 
our use of God’s gifts so others are 
treated more justly and resources are 
more widely shared.

Truly, what’s ours does “belong to 
another”—to God and God’s children. † 

 “ Find out what the firms 
you hold stock in are doing 
to God's environment.” 
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A Word From 
Pope Francis

Human beings...are creatures of 

this world, enjoying a right to life 

and happiness, and endowed with 

unique dignity. So we cannot fail 

to consider the effects on people’s 

lives of environmental deterioration, 

current models of development and 

the throwaway culture....We have to 

realize that a true ecological approach 

always becomes a social approach; it 

must integrate questions of justice in 

debates on the environment, so as to 

hear both the cry of the earth and the 

cry of the poor.

—Laudato Si’, 43, 49Sunday Readings
Amos 8:4–7
“The Lord has sworn by the  
pride of Jacob: Never will I  
forget a thing they have done!”

1 Timothy 2:1–8
“There is one God. There is also 
one mediator between God and 
the human race, Christ Jesus, 
himself human.”

Luke 16:1–13
“The person who is trustworthy 
in very small matters is also 
trustworthy in great ones.”

•  How well do I manage  
my life? 

•  How can I be a better 
steward of the gifts and 
resources available to me? 
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Mon.   Weekday:  
Proverbs 3:27–34 / Luke 8:16–18 

Tue.   Sts. Andrew Kim Tae–gŏn, Paul Chŏng  
Ha–sang, and Companions:  
Proverbs 21:1–6, 10–13 / Luke 8:19–21

Wed.   St. Matthew: Ephesians 4:1–7, 11–13 / 
Matthew 9:9–13 

Thu.   Weekday:  
Ecclesiastes 1:2–11 / Luke 9:7–9

Fri.  St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio):   
 Ecclesiastes 3:1–11 / Luke 9:18–22
Sat.   Weekday:  Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:8 /  

Luke 9:43b–45 

Lord, I'm grateful for life. Help me 
to be wise and responsible.  

—From Grateful Meditations for  

Every Day in Ordinary Time,  

Rev. Warren J. Savage  

and Mary Ann McSweeny

S tewardship begins in the home. As 
your children grow, their talents and 
treasures will reach extended family, 

friends, and the greater community and 
Church. Look for ways to serve that both 
play to their strengths and interests and 
stretch their abilities and understanding.

 ✚  Prayer (Time): Pray with your chil-
dren frequently, using natural moments: 
morning, evening, mealtimes, upon 
returning from school or work. Provide 
opportunities for both communal and 
individual prayer. Make sure every 
member has access to traditional Catholic 
prayers, and teach basics:

• The Sign of the Cross
•  Rosary prayers (Our Father, Hail Mary, 

Glory Be)
• Marian prayers (Hail, Holy Queen; 
  Memorare; Angelus)
• The Jesus Prayer
• Mealtime prayers (Bless us, O Lord…) 

Remember: Prayer is not only spoken 
and heard but also seen and felt through 
books, images, objects, and gestures. 

 ✚  Works (Talent): A life of faith 
is more than prayers, promises, and 
personal beliefs. Our Catholic tradition is 
full of guidance on how to put faith into 
action through daily deeds such as the:

•  precepts of the Church (Catechism 
2041–43)

• corporal and spiritual works of mercy 
• Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1–17)
• Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3–10; Luke 6:20–26)

 ✚  Money and Giving (Treasure): 
Model charity and tithing to your ability. 
Set aside a small amount for each child to 
place in the offering envelope or basket, 
and encourage older kids to allocate a 
portion of their gifts or earnings toward 
charitable giving. Teach your children 
that contributing to the common good is 
a duty, requires no money, and builds vir-
tue rather than guarantees return. Rather 
than tying your children’s allowance to 
the completion of chores, introduce it as 
a money-management tool and a sign of 
increased independence. † 

By Fr. Maurice J. Nutt, CSsR
1. Pray for the spirit of generosity. 
Ask God to help you put aside selfish 
tendencies and become empathetic to the 
others’ concerns. Pray for an openness to 
share your gifts and talents so that God 
can be glorified through your life. 

2. Be hospitable. Being hospitable 
demonstrates that giving is better than 
receiving. Hospitable means “receiving 
guests,” so welcome strangers warmly, 
and be favorably receptive and open to 
others. Let people into your home and 
invite them into your life.

3. Offer loving service. When you 
give to another person, you are living 
beyond selfishness, greed, and personal 
needs. Service is about giving of yourself. 

4. Act justly. When we act justly, we 
manifest the gospel call to love as we are 
loved. Seek out those in need of love, 
comfort, and healing. Show concern 
for the poor, prisoners, and oppressed. 
Offer forgiveness, and give life and hope 
to the people, places, and situations you 
encounter. We cannot remain silent in the 
face of hatred. 

5. Give from your resources. Generous 
people are openhearted and alert to find 
others who are struggling or in pain. 
They empathize with those whose world 
is difficult and enjoy trying to make it 
better. Think of creative ways to bless and 
encourage others. Consciously engage the 
world, ready to give freely. 

6. Be present to those in need. When 
you listen deeply, you are truly present 
with the other person. Hear the essence 
of what people are saying and notice the 
feelings behind their words. †

Adapted from Generosity at Your Fingertips,  
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Six Ways to Become More Generous

Family Stewardship
By Emily Strand, MA
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